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Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Lao PDR, I am honored to address the Eighth GEF Assembly under the vital theme,
“Last Sprint Towards 2030”. I extend our sincere gratitude to the Government of Uzbekistan and the
GEF Secretariat for their outstanding organization and hospitality.

As we prepare for the Ninth Replenishment, [ would like to highlight Lao PDR’s progress under GEF-
8. Working closely with our agency partners—including UNDP, FAO, WWF, IUCN, and the Small
Grants Programme—our mobilized projects are now underway, delivering tangible results for
biodiversity, climate resilience, and sustainable land management. We thank the GEF and our donor
partners for this critical support.

Looking ahead, we welcome pledges exceeding 3.9 billion USD for GEF-9 as a powerful signal of
global commitment. Lao PDR stands ready to actively contribute, expanding partnerships that bring
innovation and greater impact at scale.

Our national priorities are firmly guided by the draft 10" National Socio-Economic Development Plan,
the updated NDC 3.0, and the National Adaptation Plan. These frameworks chart our path toward
low-emission, climate-resilient development. We are actively expanding forest cover, improving water
management, and scaling up nature-based solutions. However, significant challenges persist:
escalating climate impacts, land degradation, and severe resource constraints continue to test our
resilience.

To bridge our financing gaps, Lao PDR is aggressively exploring innovative mechanisms, including
blended finance, debt-for-nature swaps, and public-private partnerships that deliver both
environmental and socio-economic returns.

Therefore, for GEF-9, Lao PDR calls for Increased resource allocations and simplified access
procedures for Least Developed Countries, alongside Programmatic approaches that align directly
with national priorities. We also encourage stronger private sector engagement and Greater operational
flexibility to ensure we can rapidly respond to emerging global crises.

Excellencies,

The Lao PDR firmly reaffirms its commitment to the GEF and the global community. In this decisive

decade, let us seize this "last sprint" to deepen our cooperation and secure a resilient, sustainable future
for all.

Thank you.



