Lesotho Head of Delegation Statement for the 8" GEF Assembly

Honourable Chair, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates,

On behalf of the Kingdom of Lesotho, | extend our sincere appreciation to the Government and
people of Uzbekistan for their hospitality, and to the Global Environment Facility for its continued

partnership in advancing sustainable development in least developed countries.

Lesotho has benefitted from GEF funding across biodiversity conservation, land degradation, climate
change adaptation, and chemicals and waste management and shared regional water sources.

Through these interventions, we have gained important lessons.

First, country ownership is essential. Projects that are well aligned with national priorities- such as our
National Strategy and Action Plan and Nationally Determined Contributions- have delivered stronger

and more sustainable outcomes.

Second, integrated approaches yield greater impact. In Lesotho’s fragile mountain ecosystems, we
have learned that addressing land degradation, water security, and livelihoods together is far more

effective than isolated interventions.

Third, capacity building and institutional strengthening remain critical. While progress has been
made, limited technical and financial capacity continues to affect implementation speed and long-

term sustainability.

Fourth, access to finance must be simplified and accelerated. As a least developed country, lengthy

procedures can delay urgent action in the face of climate vulnerability.
Looking ahead to GEF-9, Lesotho has clear expectations.

We call for enhanced and predictable financing tailored to the needs of least developed countries,
with increased grant-based resources. Flexibility in programming will be essential to respond to

evolving climate risks.
We also emphasize the importance of scaling up transformative solutions. For Lesotho, these include:

¢ Climate-resilient agriculture and landscape restoration to combat soil erosion and
desertification while improving food security.
¢ Nature-based solutions for water security, protecting our critical highland watersheds, which

are vital not only for Lesotho but for the wider region.



e Renewable energy expansion, particularly decentralized solar solutions, to reduce reliance on
imported energy and support green growth.

e Sustainable livelihoods and green value chains, especially for rural communities, women, and
youth.

e Finally, there is a need for stronger private sector engagement alongside the adoption of

innovative financing mechanisms.

We call for strengthened support for innovation, technology transfer, and data systems, enabling

countries like Lesotho to implement scalable solutions effectively.
Excellencies,

As a mountainous and climate-vulnerable nation, Lesotho stands ready to be a laboratory for
integrated, scalable, and nature-positive solutions. Through GEF-9, we can transform vulnerability

into resilience and opportunity.

We reaffirm our commitment to working closely with the GEF and partners to deliver measurable

global environmental benefits while improving the lives of our people.

| thank you.



