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Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Delegation of the Republic of Liberia, I wish to express our
profound appreciation to the Government and People of the Republic of
Uzbekistan for the warm hospitality, excellent arrangements, and gracious
reception extended to us since our arrival in the historic and beautiful city of

Samarkand.

Liberia is honored to participate in this important gathering of the Global
Environment Facility under the timely and compelling theme: “Delivering
Economies in Which People and Planet Thrive Together.” This theme speaks
directly to the challenge before us: how to build economies that create prosperity,

protect nature, strengthen resilience, and leave no one behind.

Today, the world faces interconnected environmental crises. Climate change,
biodiversity loss, land degradation, pollution, deforestation, and the destruction of
wetlands are no longer distant threats. They are daily realities affecting food
security, water systems, coastal communities, public health, and the livelihoods of

millions of people, particularly in developing and climate-vulnerable countries.

For Liberia, these challenges are both national and global. As a highly forested
country, home to a significant portion of the remaining Upper Guinean Forest
ecosystem, Liberia continues to play an important role in global biodiversity
conservation and climate regulation. At the same time, our coastal cities and
communities are facing increasing threats from sea-level rise, coastal erosion,
flooding, and extreme weather events. These impacts are placing growing pressure

on lives, livelihoods, infrastructure, and national development.



The Global Environment Facility remains one of the most important multilateral
financing mechanisms for supporting countries in responding to these
environmental challenges. Through its replenishment cycles, the GEF has enabled
developing countries, including Liberia, to advance practical actions across climate
change, biodiversity, land degradation, chemicals and waste, and sustainable forest

management.

In Liberia, GEF support has contributed to important national priorities, including
coastal protection, climate-resilient agriculture, rehabilitation of
hydrometeorological systems, biodiversity conservation, knowledge management,
and the integration of environmental sustainability into national development
planning. These investments are helping Liberia strengthen resilience, protect
ecosystems, and support communities that are most exposed to climate and

environmental risks.

Despite these important achievements, the scale of the challenge continues to
exceed the resources currently available. Developing countries require predictable,
adequate, and accessible financing to implement their Nationally Determined
Contributions, National Adaptation Plans, Land Degradation Neutrality targets,
and commitments under the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework.
We also require technology transfer, capacity-building, data systems, and
institutional strengthening to ensure that global commitments translate into

measurable results on the ground.
Excellencies,

Under the leadership of His Excellency Joseph Nyuma Boakai, Sr., President of the

Republic of Liberia, the Government of Liberia reaffirms its strong commitment to



the objectives of the Global Environment Facility and to the shared global vision of

a healthier planet and more resilient economies.

In furtherance of this commitment, Liberia has reconstituted its GEF National
Committee and convened its inaugural meeting to strengthen national coordination,
transparency, oversight, and accountability in the programming and
implementation of GEF resources. This renewed national architecture is
particularly important as we prepare for the Ninth Replenishment Cycle of the
GEF.

Liberia extends sincere appreciation to all contributing countries that supported the
Eighth Replenishment of the GEF. We respectfully call on development partners
and member states to demonstrate even greater ambition in the Ninth
Replenishment. Increased support to the GEF, including the Least Developed
Countries Fund and other dedicated financing windows, is essential if vulnerable
countries are to respond effectively to the growing environmental and climate

emergency.

As we look ahead, Liberia encourages the GEF partnership to continue prioritizing
country ownership, simplified access, faster project approval, stronger support for
least developed countries, and greater alignment with national development
priorities. For countries like Liberia, environmental protection is not separate from
development. It is central to food security, job creation, public health,

infrastructure protection, peace, and long-term prosperity.

Let this Assembly and Council meeting in Samarkand send a strong message: that
the world can no longer choose between people and planet. We must deliver

economies in which both thrive together.



Liberia stands ready to work with the GEF family, development partners,
constituency members, and all nations represented here to advance this shared

mission.

I thank you.



