
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, GEF secretariat, Agencies 
representatives, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the State of Libya, I would like to extend my gratitude to the 
Government and people of Uzbekistan for hosting the 8th GEF Assembly and for 
their warm hospitality. I also express our sincere appreciation to the Global 
Environment Facility for its continued partnership and support in addressing 
environmental and climate challenges worldwide. We would like to extend our 
sincere appreciation to the Council Member and Alternate Member representing 
the North Africa Constituency for their active participation in the GEF council 
meetings and for addressing the needs and concerns of North Africa. 

Libya recognizes that we are approaching a decisive moment in the global effort 
toward achieving the 2030 Agenda and the objectives of the Rio Conventions. For 
countries like Libya, the interconnected crises of climate change, biodiversity 
loss, land degradation, water scarcity, food security, chemicals, waste, and 
pollution are no longer future risks—they are present realities affecting 
ecosystems, livelihoods, and socio-economic resilience. 

As a largely arid country with fragile ecosystems and vast desert landscapes, 
Libya faces increasing pressures from drought, desertification, groundwater 
depletion, and degradation of oasis and wetland systems. At the same time, 
climate variability and unsustainable use of natural resources continue to 
threaten biodiversity and ecosystem services. 

Despite these challenges, Libya possesses significant environmental 
opportunities. Much of the country remains relatively undeveloped from an 
environmental perspective, making it possible for strategic interventions and early 
investments to generate substantial environmental, social, and economic 
benefits while safeguarding ecosystems for future generations. 

With the support of the GEF and its implementing partners, Libya has achieved 
important milestones in strengthening national environmental governance and 
fulfilling its commitments under Multilateral Environmental Agreements. 
Recently, Libya has successfully advanced several key national planning 
frameworks, including the preparation and updating of the National Biodiversity 
Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP), the development of its first Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris Agreement,  the preparation of 
National Communications and transparency-related climate reporting 
processes. These achievements provide a strong foundation for integrating 
biodiversity conservation, climate action, land restoration, and sustainable 
development priorities into national planning and investment frameworks. 



As we look toward GEF-9, Libya sees strong potential in nature-based solutions, 
ecosystem restoration, sustainable oasis management, integrated water 
resource management, and community-driven approaches that simultaneously  
generate environmental, climate, and socio-economic benefits. 

Libya emphasizes the critical importance of: 

• Enhancing access to Non-STAR Allocation windows including(Non grant 
instrument, SCCF, and enabling activities) ;and 

• Ensuring strong country ownership, national leadership, and effective oversight 
of GEF-supported initiatives. 

Libya remains committed to working closely with the GEF partnership and all 
member countries to accelerate action during this critical decade and to 
contribute meaningfully to achieving global environmental benefits for present 
and future generations. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 


