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Bismillahi-rrahman-nni-rrahim
H,E. Aziz Abdukhakimov, Chair of Eighth GEF Assembly
Interim GEF CEO and Chairperson, Dr. Claude Gascon
Honorable Ministers,
Distinguished Delegates,
Assalam Alaikum, and a very good [morning/afternoon]
At the outset, let me express my sincere gratitude to the Government and people
of the Republic of Uzbekistan for the warm welcome and hospitality. I also thank

the Global Environment Facility for the excellent arrangements made for the

Eighth GEF Assembly here at Samarkand.
[Mr/Madam] Chair,

The theme for this Assembly, ‘the last sprint toward 2030’ deeply resonates with
the urgency of action required to ensure a healthy and prosperous planet for all.
Ambition and commitments we make on various international fora is only
meaningful as far as these are translated into action. The GEF, as the financial

mechanisms for many of these agreements, play a critical role in this.

For Maldives, GEF funding has been instrumental in unlocking transformative
change. From biodiversity conservation to climate mitigation, and chemicals and
waste, GEF funding has catalysed and mobilised critically needed action.

Whether it be the first UNESCO Biosphere Reserve in Maldives, or the policy



framework for energy efficiency, these actions have had real impact on the

ground, and on people, and for our national commitments.
[Mr/Madam] Chair,

Today, as it was more than thirty years ago, the GEF remains relevant, and
crucial, but, we must not take this for granted. GEF must remain flexible and agile
to respond to country needs and priorities. It must facilitate country ownership

throughout.

While I welcome the effort to expand the GEF partnership, we must also ensure
that this is done in a manner that caters to the needs of SIDS and LDCs. We
cannot afford an architecture that repeats and recycles in the name of change. We
cannot afford to be tied down with administrative and bureaucratic hurdles while

our seas rise, our oceans and land degrade, and our connection to nature is lost.
[Mr/Madam] Chair,

Let me also take the opportunity to thank everyone that has worked on this
replenishment cycle. While I welcome the ninth replenishment, and appreciate
the donor support, we must also acknowledge we are falling short of matching
our ambition with action. | urge everyone to take a moment to reflect where we
are, and where we need to go. It is indeed the last sprint, and we, at the moment,

are lagging behind. But, working together, we can definitely make it.

I thank you.



