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STATEMENT BY BALARABE ABBAS LAWAL, MINISTER OF
ENVIRONMENT NIGERIA AT THE EIGHTH GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT
FACILITY ASSEMBLY AND ASSOCIATED MEETINGS HOLDING FROM
30™ MAY — 6™ JUNE 2026 AT SILK ROAD SAMARKAND CONGRESS
CENTRE, UZBEKISTAN

The GEF Interim CEO and Chairperson,

Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen.

Nigeria wishes to congratulate the Global Environment Facility
(GEF) for organizing this Eighth Assembly and associated meetings
and we thank the government of Uzbekistan for hosting this event
in the ancient city of Samarkand. We sincerely appreciate the
warm reception extended to us by the Government and the

people of Uzbekistan.

2. | would like to also appreciate the GEF for the immense
support and the vital role of the facility in complementing our
natfional efforts in addressing serious environmental challenges.
Nigeria greatly values and appreciates both the financial support
and technical assistance that has been provided, which have
enabled us to strive in meeting our obligations under the various

Multilateral Environmental Agreements and Conventions.

3. Nigeria as a leading recipient of environmental finance in
Africa, views the ninth replenishment of the Global Environment
Facility (GEF-?) as a critical mechanism for addressing her
escalating ecological challenges and welcome this opportunity to

fully endorse this process.
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4.  Nigeriais fully aware of its responsibility as a dual member and
| am glad to confirm that efforts are being made to redeem her
pledges. For the GEF-9 cycle, our expectations are centered on
securing increased core funding to combat desertification in the
north, coastal erosion in the south and the persistent loss of
biodiversity within her fransboundary ecosystems. Nigeria is also fully
committed to achieving Global Biodiversity Framework targets and
our newly adopted National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan is
comprehensively aligning with these targets. We will endeavour
with support from GEF to implement these targets by expanding
protected areas, rehabilitating damaged, polluted ecosystems,
and ensuring that Indigenous Peoples, Local Communities

stewardship remains the front and centre of our efforts.

5.  Our government expects the GEF-?2 to adopt a “whole of
society” approach that prioritizes the needs of the most vulnerable
communities, particularly in the Sahelian regions where climate
change exacerbates insecurity. A primary expectatfion is the
streamlining of the "System for Transparent Allocation of Resources”
(STAR), which determines how much funding a country can access
for biodiversity, climate change, and land degradation. Nigeria
seeks a more equitable allocation formula that accounts for the
high population density and the intensity of environmental

degradation in West Africa.

6. Furthermore, Nigeria is advocating for enhanced support
through the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund (GBFF) to support
indigenous-led conservation and the restoration of degraded

landscapes.
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7. Nigeria aligns with the GEF-9 strategic programming
directions. We also emphasize the need for "integrated programs"
that address multiple environmental threats simultaneously, such as
the nexus between sustainable agriculture and forest preservation.
By integrating these sectors, Nigeria aims to maximize the impact of
the grant received, moving away from fragmented projects
toward large-scale "transformational” initiatives. This includes @
specific focus on removing mercury from industrial processes and
artisanal gold mining, a significant health and environmental issue

in several Nigerian states.

8. Considering our geographic position, we expect GEF-2 to
facilitate stronger regional cooperation in both terrestrial and
marine jurisdictions. Nigeria shares vital water bodies and
ecosystems, such as the Lake Chad Basin, the River Niger and River
Benue with its neighbors. The expectation is that GEF-92 will fund
transboundary projects that promote the protection of vital
transboundary ecosystem services, as well as promoting regional
stability and sustainable resource management thereby preventing
the pervasive effects of environmental degradation across West

and Central Africa.

9.  Thank you all for your kind attention and | sincerely wish us all
successes i moving foward our common endeavour of

safeguarding our planet earth.
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