Distinguished delegates,

North Macedonia is one of Europe’s richest countries in biodiversity relative to its size. Its mountains,
lakes, forests, wetlands and rivers host exceptional ecosystems and many endemic and endangered
species. From the ancient ecosystems of Lake Ohrid and Prespa to the high mountain habitats of Pelister,
Shar Planina and Galicica, nature represents an essential part of the country’s identity, resilience and
sustainable development potential.

Today, the country’s nature protection priorities are increasingly focused on aligning biodiversity
conservation with European Union environmental standards and the goals of the Global Biodiversity
Framework. One of the most important priorities is the establishment of the Natura 2000 ecological
network, which requires identification, mapping and long-term conservation of habitats and species of
European importance. This process is also strengthening national capacities for biodiversity monitoring,
scientific assessment and data management.

Another key priority is the expansion and effective management of protected areas. North Macedonia
continues efforts to improve governance, financing and management planning for national parks,
protected landscapes and other protected sites. Particular attention is given to freshwater ecosystems,
forests, wetlands and mountain habitats, which are increasingly vulnerable to climate change,
unsustainable land use and pollution.

The conservation of endemic and threatened species remains central to national efforts. Special focus is
placed on species protection such as the Balkan lynx, Brown bear, freshwater fish, amphibians and
reptiles, and pollinators, as well as the protection of migratory bird habitats and internationally important
wetlands. At the same time, the country is starting to invest in ecosystem restoration and nature-based
solutions to address land degradation, forest fires, water scarcity and climate impacts.

Strengthening biodiversity monitoring systems and developing national Red Lists are also becoming
essential priorities. Reliable scientific data and standardized monitoring are necessary not only for
effective conservation planning, but also for meeting international reporting obligations under the
Convention on Biological Diversity and EU environmental legislation.

Recognizing that effective conservation requires sustainable financial mechanisms, North Macedonia is
also advancing biodiversity financing through the BIOFIN initiative, supporting the identification of
financing gaps, development of innovative financial solutions, and mobilization of resources for long-term
nature conservation and implementation of the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan.

North Macedonia also recognizes that biodiversity conservation cannot be achieved only through
protected areas. Integrating nature protection into agriculture, forestry, tourism, infrastructure and
spatial planning is increasingly important for ensuring sustainable development and reducing pressures
on ecosystems. In parallel, improving environmental enforcement and addressing illegal logging, poaching
and pollution remain ongoing challenges.



Through stronger institutions, regional cooperation, engagement of civil society and support from
international partners, North Macedonia is gradually building a more integrated and forward-looking
approach to nature protection — one that recognizes biodiversity as both a national heritage and a
foundation for long-term ecological and economic resilience.

Distinguish Delegates,

In North Macedonia, 492 thousand people were living on degrading agricultural land in 2010- a decrease
of 2% in a decade, bringing the share of rural residents who inhabit degraded agricultural land up to 56%
of the total rural population. Land degradation can severely influence populations' livelihood by restricting
people from vital ecosystem services (including food and water), increasing the risk of poverty.

During the same time period (2000-2010), the amount of people residing in remote degrading agricultural
areas with limited market access declined by 3%, reaching 54 thousand people. Populations in remote
areas have restricted options for managing land and accessing other benefits of economic development

The annual cost of land degradation in North Macedonia is estimated at 51 million USD. This is equal to
6.9% of the country's agricultural Gross Domestic Product. Land degradation leads to reduction in the
provision of ecosystem services that takes different forms- deterioration in food availability, soil fertility,
carbon sequestration capacity, wood production, groundwater recharge, etc.- with significant social and
economic costs to the country.

The returns on taking action against land degradation are estimated at 8 USD for every dollar invested in
restoring degraded land in North Macedonia. Assessments of the costs of action against land degradation
through restoration and sustainable land management practices versus the cost of inaction highlight the
strong economic incentive for bold actions against land degradation.

The Agriculture, Forestry and Other Land Use (AFOLU) sector is responsible for 11% of the total
greenhouse gas emissions of the country. Due to the role of terrestrial ecosystems as a source and sink of
emissions land is positioned as a key point of intervention for climate change mitigation.

Land-based mitigation options rank among the most cost-effective opportunities to sequester carbon
emissions. Economic evaluations of various climate change mitigation alternatives show that capturing
carbon through restoring degraded lands (including degraded-forest) is a cost-effective option that offers
multiple co benefits.

Sustainable Development Goal 15, life on Land', and its target 15.3 on Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN)
is a unique opportunity for countries to curb the growing threats of land degradation and to reap multiple
socioeconomic benefits of LDN. We have set a national voluntary LDN target, establish an LDN baseline,
and formulate associated measures to achieve them.

In addition, we are in a process of preparation of the Strategy and a Law on soils which will support the
Country in reaching LDN Goals.

At the end,



Let me emphasize that this is a pivotal moment when all three Rio COPs will convene within the same
year, reflecting strong convergence around the need to move from political recognition to
implementation, emphasizing the need of joint implementation across climate, biodiversity and land
agendas with direct benefits for people, livelihoods and resilience.

| thank you for your attention.



