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Mr. Chairperson, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, 

 

I bring you greetings from Pakistan—a nation standing on the absolute frontlines of a global 

climate crisis it did virtually nothing to create. We gather in this historic crossroads of 

Samarkand at a defining moment for our planet. For Pakistan, the environmental crisis is not a 

future projection. It is a harsh, daily reality. 

  

We are still picking up the pieces from the apocalyptic floods that submerged one-third of our 

nation, displaced 33 million people, and inflicted over thirty billion dollars in economic 

damage. At the same time, our northern glaciers—the water towers of South Asia—are melting 

at an unprecedented pace. Southward, our fertile basins face aggressive desertification, while 

our unique ecosystems and biodiversity are under immense siege. 

 

Yet, in the face of this climate catastrophe, Pakistan refuses to be defined merely by its 

vulnerability. We are fighting back with ambitious, home-grown, nature-based solutions. In 

this existential battle, the Global Environment Facility has been a vital and steadfast partner. 

Globally, the GEF has provided more than 23 billion dollars in grants and mobilized over 129 

billion dollars in co-financing across more than 5,000 projects. Pakistan is proud to be a highly 

effective part of this global footprint. Across successive GEF replenishment cycles, we have 

consistently demonstrated our capacity as a high-performing recipient. We have successfully 

converted financial resources into tangible environmental lifelines on the ground. 

 

In our fight against land degradation, GEF financing has been instrumental. It allows us to scale 

up sustainable land management, combat desertification, and restore degraded agricultural soil. 

These actions directly secure food security for millions of our citizens. The Ministry of Climate 

Change & Environmental Coordination (MOCC&EC) in Pakistan has progressed towards 

environmental sustainability by implementing various initiatives to combat climate change, 

land degradation, and biodiversity loss. Key efforts included the Upscaling Green Pakistan 

Programme (UGPP), which focused on afforestation, watershed management, and 

rehabilitation of degraded lands, enhancing forest cover and ecosystem services while creating 

local employment. Pakistan also finalized its National Drought Plan under the United Nation 

Convention on Combating Desertification (UNCCD), establishing a framework for drought 



preparedness and resilience. Ongoing initiatives in biodiversity conservation aimed at aligning 

with the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework included improved management 

of protected areas and the development of an updated National Biodiversity Strategy and 

Action Plan (NBSAP).  

 

The global community, through the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD COP 15), 

adopted the Kunming Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF) for biodiversity 

conservation and sustainable use. Pakistan has initiated a revision of its national biodiversity 

strategy and action plan (NBSAP) in line with new global targets. The revised NBSAP 

includes all 23 global targets, with over 130 actionable points and a robust monitoring plan, 

now prepared for approval and adoption. To preserve our irreplaceable biodiversity, GEF 

investments are helping us protect the fragile habitats of the Hindu Kush-Himalayan region. 

They safeguard vulnerable species and fragile mountain ecosystems from irreversible loss. 

Furthermore, in addressing climate change, GEF’s strategic contributions are reshaping our 

landscape. Your support is vital to our flagship Living Indus Initiative, which aims to restore 

the ecological health of the Indus River Basin—our country’s primary economic and 

environmental artery.  

 

Pakistan’s Monsoon 2026 Strategic Plan was prepared in response to the Prime Minister’s 

direction to establish a plan to mitigate the impacts of potential monsoon flooding in 2026. 

The plan notes that major floods since 2010 have imposed very high economic and human 

costs, and it identifies five major flood types affecting Pakistan: riverine floods, hill torrents, 

urban floods, GLOFs, and coastal floods. It further proposes a set of short, medium, and long-

term interventions, alongside a federal-provincial implementation framework. Currently, a 

stocktake on implementation of Monsoon Strategic Plan is happening through federal-

provincial consultative workshops. Accordingly, the National Disaster Management 

Authority (NDMA) has also developed a Heatwave Action Plan-2024 for Pakistan aimed at 

mitigating the adverse effects of extreme heat events. 

 

Furthermore, Pakistan aims to reduce projected emissions by 50% between 2015 and 2030, 

with 15% from domestic resources and 35% reliant on international financial support, which 

has yet to be received. Under NDC3.0, the country seeks an additional 50% reduction in 

GHG emissions by 2035—17% unconditionally from domestic efforts and 33% contingent 



on international climate finance, technology transfer, and capacity building. Achieving these 

targets requires an estimated investment of USD 565.7 billion. 

 

Excellencies, as we stand at the threshold of the GEF-9 cycle, we must acknowledge that the 

sprint to our 2030 targets requires unprecedented financial solidarity. Pakistan calls upon this 

Assembly to build upon the historic 5.33 billion dollar record high of the GEF-8 replenishment. 

We must secure an even more ambitious GEF-9 envelope. This fund must prioritize frontline, 

climate-vulnerable developing nations through simplified, direct access to resources. We also 

urge the robust and rapid capitalization of the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund to protect 

global natural capital. 

Pakistan stands fully ready to deepen its partnership with the GEF. We are eager to champion 

South-South cooperation and foster regional synergies with our Central Asian neighbors to 

tackle transboundary environmental challenges. Let us leave Samarkand not just with 

declarations, but with the collective, well-funded resolve to secure the survival of our shared 

planet. 

Thank you. 

 

 


