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Mr. President, Co-Chairs, Chief Executive Officer of the GEF, Honorable Ministers, Distinguished Delegates, 
 
Alii and warm greetings from the Republic of Palau. 
 
I express my profound gratitude to the Government and people of Uzbekistan for hosting us here in historic 
Samarkand. It is moving to gather at this ancient crossroads of connectivity to forge a shared, resilient path forward 
for our global commons. 
 
We meet under an urgent mandate: we are in the “Last sprint towards 2030.” For Large Ocean States like Palau, this 
sprint is a daily race against rising sea levels, accelerating biodiversity loss, and compounding climate impacts. 
 
Palau has always understood that our survival depends on the health of our environment. Fostering sustainable 
economic growth through a sustainable blue economy lens mirrors our own national philosophy: that we do not 
have to choose between our environment and our prosperity; rather, one is the foundation for the other. 
 
To bring this philosophy to life, we are pioneering a whole-of-island approach that to seamlessly link land and sea. 
We are revitalizing traditional farming systems to strengthen local food security while protecting vital watersheds. 
Simultaneously, through integrated Marine Spatial Planning (MSP), we are managing our fisheries resources to 
ensure they remain both ecologically resilient and economically viable. We cannot protect our ocean without 
managing our land, and we cannot secure long-term prosperity without a resilient ecosystem. 
 
Our commitment to this balance extends beyond our own shores. In January 2024, Palau was proud to become the 
first nation in the world to ratify the historic BBNJ Agreement. 
 
As we push toward the first COP in January 2027, we emphasize that the health of the high seas directly impacts 
coastal communities and migratory pelagic species. We call on the GEF to ensure that the Global Biodiversity 
Framework Fund (GBFF) and GEF-9 strategic directions provide robust, direct, and streamlined financing to help 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) operationalize this landmark treaty. 
 
As we shape the strategic priorities for the GEF-9 replenishment cycle, Palau urges this Assembly to focus on two 
operational shifts: 

1. Policy Coherence—Financing must incentivize integrated projects that prove conservation and economic 
production are mutually reinforcing, simultaneously delivering on climate adaptation and sustainable food 
systems. 

2. Simplified Access—To win this "last sprint," the GEF and its implementing agencies must deliver resources 
with the speed and agility that community-level realities demand, stripping away disproportionate 
bureaucratic hurdles for vulnerable nations. 

 
Let us use this assembly not merely to chart a path, but to accelerate our pace. Our people, our islands, and our 
shared planet cannot afford for us to walk. We must run together. 
 
Thank you. Mesulang. 


