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Excellencies, 
Distinguished Ministers, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Allow me at the outset to extend our sincere appreciation to the Government and people 

of Uzbekistan for hosting the 8th GEF Assembly in the historic city of Samarkand, 
and to express our gratitude to the Global Environment Facility for its continued 
leadership in advancing global environmental action and strengthening 
international cooperation toward achieving sustainable development and 
environmental protection. 

 
The State of Palestine highly values the role of the GEF as a unique multilateral financial 

mechanism that supports developing countries in addressing interconnected 
environmental challenges, including climate change, biodiversity loss, land 
degradation, chemicals and waste management, and the protection of 
international waters. We also commend the GEF for promoting inclusive 
partnerships that engage governments, civil society, Indigenous Peoples, women, 
youth, academia, and the private sector. 

 
Excellencies, 
 
The Palestinian people continue to face exceptionally complex environmental, 

humanitarian, developmental, and economic challenges resulting from the 
prolonged Israeli occupation and its ongoing practices, which severely undermine 
environmental sustainability and the ability to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

 
The environmental situation in the Gaza Strip has deteriorated catastrophically as a result 

of the devastating war and large-scale destruction of civilian infrastructure, 



including water systems, sanitation facilities, wastewater treatment plants, energy 
networks, agricultural lands, and solid waste management infrastructure. This has 
resulted in unprecedented environmental and public health risks, including soil 
contamination, marine pollution, air pollution, hazardous debris, unmanaged 
waste, and severe pressure on already fragile natural resources. 

 
At the same time, the Palestinian environment in the West Bank continues to suffer from 

land degradation, restrictions on access to natural resources, expansion of 
settlements, uncontrolled dumping of solid and hazardous waste, wastewater 
pollution, biodiversity loss, and the increasing impacts of climate change, including 
water scarcity, desertification, and extreme weather events. 

 
Despite these immense challenges, Palestine remains committed to fulfilling its 

environmental obligations under multilateral environmental agreements and 
advancing national environmental governance, climate resilience, biodiversity 
conservation, sustainable waste management, and the transition toward greener 
and more circular development pathways. 

 
Distinguished delegates, 
 
The State of Palestine recognizes that environmental challenges are global in nature and 

require collective responsibility, solidarity, and equitable access to financial and 
technical support. In this regard, we emphasize the critical importance of 
enhancing support for countries facing conflict, fragility, and occupation, where 
environmental degradation is compounded by political and humanitarian crises. 

 
We call upon the international community and the GEF partnership to strengthen support 

for: 
o Environmental recovery and ecosystem restoration in the Gaza Strip; 
o Climate adaptation and resilience-building initiatives; 
o Sustainable management of chemicals and waste, including persistent organic 

pollutants and plastic pollution; 
o Biodiversity conservation and land restoration; 
o Capacity-building and institutional strengthening; 
o Renewable energy and sustainable resource management; 



o Support for youth, women, and local communities as key actors in environmental 
action. 

 
Excellencies, 
 
Palestine highly values its engagement with the GEF framework and appreciates the 

technical cooperation and support provided through national and regional 
initiatives implemented in partnership with United Nations agencies and 
international organizations. These efforts have strengthened institutional 
capacities, improved environmental governance, enhanced biodiversity 
conservation, supported climate adaptation measures, and advanced 
implementation of the Stockholm Convention, the Minamata Convention, and 
other multilateral environmental agreements. 

 
However, despite Palestine’s eligibility to access GEF resources as a Party to several 

multilateral environmental agreements, political obstacles and restrictions 
continue to impede direct and adequate access to the financial resources required 
to fully implement national environmental priorities and convention obligations. 
This situation creates significant challenges for Palestine in addressing urgent 
environmental needs, particularly under conditions of occupation, conflict, and 
severe environmental degradation. 

 
In this regard, we call for equitable, non-politicized, and facilitated access to international 

environmental financing mechanisms to ensure that no people are left behind in 
global efforts to protect the environment and achieve sustainable development. 

 
Excellencies, 
 
We believe that investing in environmental sustainability is also an investment in peace, 

stability, public health, human dignity, and the future of coming generations. 
 
In closing, the State of Palestine reaffirms its commitment to constructive international 

cooperation and to working with all partners toward a more resilient, just, and 
sustainable future for our region and for the world. 

 
Thank you. 


