
HEAD OF DELEGATION STATEMENT 
8th GEF Assembly 

Samarkand, Uzbekistan 
 
 

AL O. OROLFO, Ph.D. CESO III 
Director 

Foreign-Assisted and Special Projects Service 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

Philippines 
 
 
Excellencies, distinguished delegates, partners from the Global Environment Facility, 
representatives of international organizations and Conventions, ladies and 
gentlemen. 
 
The Philippines joins the 8th GEF Assembly with both urgency and hope. Urgency 
because environmental crises are accelerating across our regions, and hope 
because multilateral cooperation remains one of our strongest tools for collective 
action. 
 
For the Philippines, environmental crises are not abstract projections. They are daily 
realities experienced by our communities through stronger typhoons, rising seas, 
degraded ecosystems, and declining fisheries, alongside severe droughts, flooding, 
and mounting threats to food and water security. 
 
These realities underscore  a fundamental truth: biodiversity loss, climate change, 
land degradation, and pollution are interconnected and cannot be addressed in 
isolation. 
 
This is why we strongly believe that our response must be integrated. 
 
Over the years, the Global Environment Facility has been a vital partner in 
translating  the Philippines’ environmental commitments into action. This support has 
strengthened protected area management, advanced marine and coastal 
conservation, promoted renewable energy,  managed chemicals and waste, and 
empowered  communities through the Small Grants Programme. 
 
Most importantly, these initiatives have built strong local institutions. They prove that 
environmental programs are most effective and sustainable when communities, local 
governments, civil society, indigenous peoples, and development partners 
collaborate toward shared goals. 
 
Some of our most valuable lessons did not come only from large-scale projects, but 
from communities on the frontlines of environmental change. 
 
We have seen coastal communities restore mangroves to protect both biodiversity, 
and  strengthen protection from storm surges. 
 
Local governments now integrate biodiversity and climate risks into local planning, 
knowing that  environmental protection and public health are inseparable from 
livelihoods and local development. 



 
These experiences continue to shape the Philippines’ priorities as we approach  the 
GEF-9 replenishment cycle. 
 
The Philippines continues to strengthen its national environmental frameworks. We 
updated our Philippine Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan to align with the 
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, ratified the BBNJ Agreement, and 
advanced policies on climate adaptation, circular economy, pollution reduction, and 
sustainable resource management. 
 
At the same time,  we recognize that policies alone are not sufficient. 
 
The challenge before us is implementation, translating national plans into 
measurable action at the local level, particularly  for countries and communities 
facing increasing environmental and climate vulnerabilities. 
 
As we move toward GEF-9, the Philippines encourages stronger support for 
integrated and scalable solutions that deliver simultaneous benefits for biodiversity, 
climate resilience, livelihoods, and sustainable development. 
 
We see vital opportunities in integrated river basin and seascape management, 
ecosystem restoration, sustainable blue economy, circular economy approaches, 
resilient agriculture and fisheries, and community-centered climate adaptation. 
  
We also underscore the importance of expanding financial access, strengthening 
country ownership, supporting innovation and technology transfer, and building the 
institutional capacity needed to sustain long-term environmental programs. 
 
For many developing countries, resilience is approaching its limits. Climate impacts 
are already imposing losses that exceed local adaptive capacities. These losses are 
no longer future risks, but a current reality affecting homes, livelihoods, and 
ecosystems. We believe that environmental action must be anchored not only on 
science and innovation, but also on fairness, inclusion and shared responsibility. 
 
The road to 2030 seems short, but the decisions we make in this period will shape 
environmental outcomes for decades to come. 
 
The final sprint toward 2030, therefore, demands more than ambition. It demands 
implementation that is integrated, inclusive, adequately financed, and grounded in 
the realities on the ground. 
 
The Philippines remains committed to working with the GEF partnership and the 
international community to ensure that GEF-9 becomes more than another 
replenishment cycle. It must become a decisive step toward resilient ecosystems, 
resilient economies, and resilient communities for present and future generations. 
 
Thank you very much. 
 
 
 
 
 


