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Excellencies, distinguished delegates, colleagues and friends, 

It is an honour to speak on behalf of the Convention on Wetlands at this important 
moment for the Global Environment Facility. 

We gather at a time when environmental challenges are becoming increasingly 
interconnected. Climate change, biodiversity loss, water insecurity, land degradation, 
and pollution are no longer separate crises. They are converging realities affecting 
ecosystems, economies, and communities across the world. 

In this context, the role of the GEF has never been more important. 

The GEF remains the world’s largest multilateral environmental fund addressing the 
global environment in an integrated manner. Its strength lies not only in financing 
projects, but in bringing together conventions, institutions, sectors, and countries 
around shared environmental solutions. 

The latest evidence highlights the scale of the challenge: nature-negative financial flows 
remain approximately 30 times larger than investments in nature-based solutions 
(NbS). At the same time, the global nature finance gap is estimated at USD 351 billion 
per year, including around USD 181 billion for ecosystem restoration, USD 101 billion for 
sustainable land management, and USD 68 billion for biodiversity protection. 

These figures demonstrate that we need both more investment in nature and more 
strategic investment. The question before us is therefore not only how much we invest, 
but also how wisely we invest. 

This is where wetlands matter. Wetlands are among the world’s most valuable 
ecosystems, yet also among the most threatened. They connect rivers to seas, forests 
to coastlines, and nature to people. They store carbon, regulate water, reduce disaster 
risks, support biodiversity, sustain livelihoods, and strengthen resilience. 

For millions of communities, wetlands are not abstract ecosystems. They are sources of 
water, food, livelihoods, culture, and security. 

A single investment in wetlands can simultaneously generate benefits for biodiversity, 
climate mitigation and adaptation, water security, food systems, and human well-being. 

In many ways, wetlands represent exactly the kind of integrated solution that GEF-9 is 
seeking to advance. 



This is why the Convention on Wetlands welcomes the direction of GEF-9, particularly 
its emphasis on integrated programming, nature-positive development, and stronger 
coherence across biodiversity, climate, water, land, and pollution agendas. 

We particularly welcome approaches that recognize ecological connectivity across 
landscapes, river basins, flyways, and seascapes. 

Because nature does not work in silos. 

Water connects ecosystems across borders. 
Flyways connect countries and continents. 
Wetlands connect people, economies, and nature itself. 

And our financing approaches must reflect this reality. 

Since its inception, the GEF has already provided more than 1.8 billion dollars in 
financing for wetlands-related projects, leveraging over 7.4 billion dollars in co-
financing and supporting approximately 400 projects in more than 100 countries. 

These investments are not only supporting wetlands. They are supporting communities, 
resilience, and sustainable development. 

The Convention on Wetlands therefore stands ready to continue supporting Contracting 
Parties, GEF Agencies, and partners through scientific, technical, and policy guidance, 
as well as through our dedicated support to Parties seeking access to international 
financing mechanisms. 

Excellencies, 

No single convention, ministry, institution, or financing mechanism can address today’s 
environmental challenges alone. 

But together, through partnership, integrated action, and strategic investment, we have 
an opportunity to accelerate transformative change. 

The Convention on Wetlands looks forward to continuing this collaboration under GEF-
9, so that together we can build a more resilient, water-secure, nature-positive future for 
people and planet. 

Thank you. 
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