
Statement of the Head of the Delegation of the Russian Federation 

Vladimir Lenev 

at the Eighth GEF Assembly 

Samarkand, June 5.2025 

 

Thank you, Mr.Chairman, 

Distinguished delegates, 

First of all on behalf of the Russian Federation I would like to thank host 

country Uzbekistan for generous hospitality and spotless organization of our 

meeting. I also would like to congratulate the government and people of 

Uzbekistan on their latest achievements in protection of the environment and 

overall sustainable development. 

I was supposed to deliver my speech in Russian with an understanding that it 

would be interpreted into English, French, Spanish, Arabic and Chinese languages. 

Unfortunately translation to and from Russian, Arabic and Chinese was not 

provided by the GEF Secretariat. That is why I have to speak in English. 

Before me there were at list three high level representatives speaking in 

Russian without translation. As a result a large number of delegations present in 

the plenary hole were not able to understand what was said. They spoke in Russian 

because it is one of the official languages of the GEF Assembly. Many 

representatives of Arab countries and China had to speak in English while in 

accordance with the Rules of procedure they could do so in their maternal 

languages. I strongly underline - that is a duty of the Secretariat to provide 

interpretation from all official languages of the GEF Assembly. 

Explanation of the secretariat that the proper interpretation is not provided in 

accordance with the relevant decision of the Council can not be accepted. 

Translation into six languages is provided in article 8 titled “Languages” of the 



GEF Assembly Rules of Procedure. Paragraph 26 of Article 12 of the same rules 

says and I quote “The Rules of procedure may be amended by consensus of the 

Assembly”. Which means that Council had no authority to take any decision in 

regard to translation and interpretation without consensus decision by the 

Assembly plenary to introduce the relevant changes in the Rules of procedure. 

Technically our meeting is being conducted without proper implementation of the 

Rules of procedure. That is very unfortunate and not sound from the legal point of 

view. Moreover it creates a very bad precedence for the whole system of 

multilateral environmental cooperation process. 

We strongly insist that during GEF Assembly sessions in future the Rules of 

Procedure are fully implemented and interpretation into all GEF official languages 

namely English, French, Spanish, Russian, Arabic and Chinese is provided.  

I would like to ask the secretariat to fully reflect this procedural statement in 

the records of the Assembly meeting. 

Further I would like to attract attention to the following issues in the work of 

GEF as a principal financial mechanism for a whole number of international 

multilateral environmental agreements and process. 

Decisions of the Multilateral Environmental agreements are negotiated and 

adopted by representatives of the states as a rule by consensus. But than we have a 

GEF process of approval of concrete projects to implement these decisions.  

The process to prepare project proposals is very complicated and most 

developing countries need to find extra resources to pay experts to simply prepare 

the proposals to be presented for GEF Council consideration. 

Unfortunately very often we also face the situation when the council 

decisions in regard to concrete projects are taken not from the point of view of 

their environmental value and benefit for the nature but on the basis of certain 

political considerations. More and more countries are de facto denied access to 



funding on the grounds of unilateral political sanctions which were imposed on 

them by some of the GEF donor countries. Russia is among them.  

I do believe that Russia’s role in protection of the global environment simply 

can not be overestimated. One simple example to prove this - the total aria of the 

specially protected natural territories in Russia is equal to the whole territory of all 

Western European countries.  

We believe that further politicization of the international environmental 

cooperation contradicts to the very basic understanding - Nature has no borders 

and has to be protected on a global scale. Further politicization of the GEF work 

jeopardizes the achievement of Sustainable development goals and has to be 

stopped. 

We believe that the time has come to reform the GEF work modalities to 

ensure easy, transparent and depoliticized access of all developing countries and 

countries with economy in transition to GEF funding to enable them to implement 

environmental projects. 

I thank you Mr.Chairman. 

Congratulations to all with the World Environment Day! 

 


