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Mr President  

Honourable Ministers  

Distinguished Delegates, 

 

I convey warm greetings from the Government and people of Samoa.  

The theme, “Last Sprint Towards 2030,” is both timely and urgent. For 
Small Island Developing States such as Samoa, this sprint is not only about 
meeting global targets it is about safeguarding our people, our ecosystems, 
and our future. 

To this end, Samoa’s key priorities include: 

• Climate and disaster resilience, with our focus being on integrating 

climate adaptation, and loss and damage across all sectors. 

• On Biodiversity and ecosystem conservation, we are prioritizing the 

protection of forests, coral reefs, marine ecosystems, watersheds, and 

endangered species.   

• Sustainable agriculture and food systems - our strategy is to promote 

climate-smart agriculture to improve productivity while reducing 

environmental degradation and strengthening food security.   



• Renewable energy and low-carbon development. While Samoa’s 

contribution to global emissions is negligible, we remain committed to 

demonstrating leadership by expanding renewable energy, reducing 

transport emissions, and advancing a low-carbon economy 

Mr. President, on governance, Samoa’s Ministry of Natural Resources and 

the Environment is adopting a cross-sector and community participation 

approach. 

Excellencies, 
 
While Samoa remains ambitious, we continue to face significant challenges, 
including limited capacity, increasing adaptation costs, and complex access 
procedures for climate and environmental financing. 
 
As discussions on GEF-9 progress, Samoa calls for increased and simplified 
financing for SIDS, stronger support for adaptation and locally led solutions, 
greater investment in environmental data and research, and enhanced 
partnerships to accelerate implementation and innovation 
 
For Samoa and the Pacific, environmental action is inseparable from 
sustainable development, food security, economic resilience, and human 
wellbeing. The last sprint towards 2030 requires urgency, solidarity, and 
meaningful partnerships that ensure no country is left behind. 
 
In closing, Samoa reaffirms its appreciation to the Global Environment 
Facility for its longstanding support and partnership and to the Government 
of Uzbekistan for hosting the 8th GEF Assembly. We look forward to a strong 
and impactful GEF-9 replenishment that responds to the realities and 
aspirations of Small Island Developing States. 
 
 
Thank you. 

 
 


