
 

 

Statement by São Tomé and Príncipe during the Eighth GEF Assembly in 
Samarkand, Uzbekistan 

 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Partners, and all observed protocol 

 

On behalf of the Government of the Democratic Republic of São Tomé and 
Príncipe, I wish to express our appreciation to the Government of Uzbekistan and 
to the Global Environment Facility for convening this Eighth GEF Assembly here in 
Samarkand. 

As a Small Island Developing State, São Tomé and Príncipe remains vulnerable to 
the impacts of climate change, biodiversity loss, land degradation, and pollution. 
These interconnected challenges directly affect food security, water resources, 
public health, coastal ecosystems, and the livelihoods of local communities. 

The country is also proud to be recognized as a full World Biosphere Reserve by 
UNESCO, thanks to contribution of several GEF funded projects reflecting its 
exceptional biodiversity, ecosystems, and strong commitment to environmental 
conservation and sustainable development. 

São Tomé and Príncipe continues to actively engage with the GEF through projects 
focused on climate action, biodiversity conservation, sustainable land 
management, and ecosystem protection. Efforts are also being made to 
strengthen institutional coordination and prepare project proposals aligned with 
national sustainable development priorities. 

The country highly values the integrated approach promoted by the GEF, 
recognizing the strong links between climate, nature, and pollution. 

 With GEF support, several initiatives are being implemented in areas such as 
ecosystem restoration, climate resilience, sustainable land management, 
chemicals and waste management, and community-based livelihoods. 

 



One important lesson we have learned is that environmental sustainability can 
only be achieved through strong national ownership, institutional coordination 
and active participation of local communities. Projects generate greater impact 
when they are aligned with national development priorities and when they 
simultaneously deliver environmental, social and economic benefits. 

We have also learned that capacity development and knowledge sharing remain 
essential for small island developing states. Access to technology, data systems, 
climate finance readiness and long-term institutional strengthening are critical to 
ensure sustainability beyond project cycles. 

 

At the same time, we recognize that fragmented interventions are no longer 
sufficient. We need more transformative, programmatic and scalable solutions 
capable of addressing multiple environmental challenges together, while also 
supporting resilient economies and sustainable livelihoods. 

Looking ahead to the Ninth GEF Replenishment, São Tomé and Príncipe expects a 
stronger focus on integrated solutions that are accessible to vulnerable countries, 
particularly SIDS and Least Developed Countries. We encourage increased 
flexibility, simplified access procedures and enhanced direct support for national 
institutions. 

We also call for greater investment in nature-based solutions, circular economy 
approaches, coastal resilience, sustainable blue economy initiatives and pollution 
prevention, including chemicals and waste management. 

Furthermore, the GEF-9 should strengthen support for innovation, private sector 
engagement and regional cooperation, especially for small island states facing 
common environmental vulnerabilities. 

 

Excellencies, 

 

The environmental challenges we face are complex, but they also present an 
opportunity to accelerate a more resilient, inclusive and sustainable future. São 
Tomé and Príncipe remains committed to working with the GEF and all partners 
to advance collective action and deliver meaningful results for people and planet. 

 

I thank you. 


