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Ladies and gentlemen,
Good morning/Good afternoon.

It is an honour for me to address this esteemed assembly, firstly I would like to
thank the Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan for hosting the 8th GEF
Assembly in the beautiful city of Samarkand, and for the excellent arrangements
and kind hospitality extended to my delegation since our arrival.

I also wish to commend the GEF Secretariat, Agencies, Scientific and Technical
Advisory Panel (STAP), and the Independent Evaluation Office (IEO) for the
important work reflected in the agenda before us.



On behalf of the Government of Seychelles, I also wish to express our sincere
appreciation to all donor partners for the successful replenishment of GEF-8 and
for their continued commitment to advancing the global environmental agenda.

At a time of growing environmental, economic, and developmental pressures,
this collective effort reflects a strong demonstration of international solidarity
and shared responsibility.

For vulnerable countries such as Small Island Developing States (SIDS), the
support mobilised through GEF-8 is instrumental in strengthening our capacity
to advance the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), implement the Paris
Agreement, protect biodiversity, and build resilience against the increasing
impacts of climate change and ocean degradation.

Building on the successful replenishment of GEF-8, Seychelles warmly
welcomes the continued efforts under GEF-9 to further strengthen integrated
programming, enhance delivery mechanisms, and deepen support for vulnerable
countries, particularly Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and Least
Developed Countries (LDCs).

Seychelles also welcomes the continued work of STAP and the Independent
Evaluation Office, as well as strengthened cooperation with multilateral
environmental conventions and institutions, including ongoing efforts under
Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction.

Mr. Chair,

In this regard, Seychelles firmly believes that innovation must remain at the
centre of environmental financing. As a Small Island Developing State (SIDS),
we have often had to adopt creative and forward-looking approaches to address
our unique vulnerabilities and development challenges.

Our experience with the world’s first sovereign Blue Bond, as well as our
pioneering debt-for-nature swap, demonstrates that innovative financing
mechanisms can effectively unlock meaningful resources for biodiversity
conservation, climate resilience, and the sustainable development of the blue
economy even in small economies like our own.

Seychelles has achieved the global 30x30 target, and we are now advancing into
the implementation phase of our Marine Spatial Plan, aimed at ensuring the
sustainable management and long-term protection of our ocean space.

In continuation of these efforts, sustained support and innovative financing are
critically important. Achieving conservation targets is only the beginning. Their
effective implementation, management, monitoring, and long-term



sustainability require predictable resources, strong partnerships, and continued
support from institutions such as the GEF.

We therefore encourage the GEF to continue supporting innovative and blended
financing approaches that enable countries to collectively meet the ambitious
biodiversity, climate and ocean commitments while advancing sustainable
development and strengthening economic resilience.

These efforts underscore a fundamental reality: achieving global biodiversity
goals requires not only strong political will, but also sustained, scalable, and
innovative financing mechanisms that are manageable and implementable by all
countries regardless of our size and our capabilities.

Notably, grant-based financing remains critically important for Small Island
Developing States (SIDS), which continue to face rising climate impacts, high
debt vulnerability, and growing economic pressures. It should therefore remain
a central pillar of GEF support to vulnerable countries.

Seychelles also encourages continued attention to the practical realities of
implementation in Small Island Developing States. While financing
commitments are essential, their impact depends on whether resources can be
accessed and delivered in a timely, flexible, and country-responsive manner.
Small administrations often face capacity constraints, complex procedures, and
rising implementation costs. It is therefore important that GEF-9 continues to
strengthen simplified access, faster delivery, and closer coordination between
environmental, climate, biodiversity, and loss and damage financing streams.
Since 2024, the MVI has been globally adopted, but its practical
implementation remains limited. We continue to urge multilateral development
banks and financial institutions to accelerate efforts to make it fully operational.

Mr Chair, Seychelles sees strong opportunities for continued partnership in
areas such as sustainable agriculture, energy efficiency, biodiversity protection,
ocean governance, and climate resilience. We welcome the interest of existing
and potential implementing partners in supporting nationally driven priorities,
and we look forward to deepening cooperation in a manner that is coordinated,
practical, and responsive to the needs of SIDS. Seychelles is ready to explore
partnerships with new implementing agencies focusing on strength of expertise
of each of those bodies and of course the ultimate on the ground delivery and
benefit to the country.

We also welcome the emphasis on whole-of-government and whole-of-society
approaches, recognising the essential contributions of local communities, civil



society, women, youth, Indigenous Peoples, and the private sector in delivering
durable and inclusive environmental outcomes.

Ladies and gentlemen,

In light of recent events, Seychelles also wishes to draw attention to the growing
impact that geopolitical instability and global conflict are exerting on the
delivery of environmental programmes. Rising operational costs, supply chain
disruptions, inflationary pressures, and exchange rate volatility are all
contributing to increased implementation costs and reducing the real value of
already constrained resources available to vulnerable countries.

These realities highlight the importance of ensuring that the international
environmental financing system remains flexible, responsive, and adequately
resourced to address evolving global challenges.

Mr. Chair,

As we move forward, Seychelles calls for continued ambition, solidarity, and
innovation in addressing our shared environmental challenges.

Seychelles remains committed to working with all partners to ensure the
successful implementation of GEF Programmes, including the broader
objectives of the GEF partnership.

I thank you.



