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Mr. Chairman, Colleague Ministers, Executives, Distinguished Heads of Delegation, UN
Bodies, Internation Organizations, Civil Societies here present, Ladies and Gentlemen.

I bring you greetings from the President and the people of the Republic of Sierra Leone, and 1
am delighted to deliver this statement on their behalf. Let me take this opportunity to thank the
Government and people of Uzbekistan for hosting us at the beautiful Silk Road Congress Hall
here in Samarkand, a defining moment for a sprint towards 2030.

With 2030 just four years away, the window to deliver on the Global Biodiversity Framework,
the Paris Agreement, and our chemicals and waste commitments is narrowing. Sierra Leone
comes to this Assembly with urgency, ambition, and a clear-eyed understanding of what is at
stake.

Currently, an approximate 60% of the country’s population resides within 20 miles of a
coastline that is being eroded, polluted, and degraded at an accelerating pace. Our forests have
lost over 65% of their original cover, largely to woodfuel and charcoal. Illegal, unreported, and
unregulated fishing undermines a sector that provides more than half of our animal protein and
livelihoods to roughly 14 % of our people. Artisanal and small-scale gold mining which
supports an estimated 300,000 people directly over one million indirectly livelihoods remains
largely informal, with mercury use posing serious environmental and health risks that we are
committed to eliminating. These are not abstract challenges. They are lived realities for
communities along the Moa, Mano, Taia, Jogn, Sewa, Rokel, Scarcies and Sherbro River
Estuaries, for smallholder farmers in the rural districts, for fishing families in Tombo and
Goderich, and for the mining communities of Komahun, Baomahun, Diang, Yeleh etc.

But Sierra Leone is responding with vision and momentum. Our NDC 3.0 commits a balanced
USD 2.974 billion over ten years at a 1:2 mitigation-to-adaptation ratio. We target a 10 percent
emissions reduction by 2030 and 25 percent by 2050, conditional on international support. Our
NBSAP 3.0 commits us to the 30x30 target and is structured around six strategic programmes
requiring an estimated USD 127 million in its first phase.

Our priorities for GEF-9 align with this Assembly's three pillars. On nature and biodiversity,
we seek sustained support for the Guinean Forests programme, the nature based solution, linked
to the food system resilience initiative, coastal and marine conservation under the Abidjan
Convention, and blue-carbon initiatives linking mangrove restoration with climate mitigation.
On climate action, our NDC 3.0 operationalises the Feed Salone Strategy, the Energy Transition
and Green Growth Plan, and the Blue Economy Policy into a single framework targeting 30,000
hectares under climate-smart agriculture and 30,000 hectares of restored land by 2030. On
chemicals and waste, we have set targets for a 50 percent reduction in mercury use in artisanal
mining and complete elimination by 2029. We have developed our first National Pollutant



Inventory and strengthened our chemicals management framework. Across all these priorities,
one constraint recurs: financing. External sources account for 70 — 80% of our environment
expenditure. We know the cost of inaction far exceeds the cost of investment a 9 -10 % GDP
loss is a price Sierra Leone cannot afford.

We therefore call on this Assembly to ensure GEF-9 delivers a robust and accessible
replenishment reflecting the urgency of the sprint to 2030; triples the LDCF to meet escalating
adaptation needs in LDCs; simplifies access for countries with limited institutional capacity;
sustains support for integrated programming across biodiversity, climate, land, and chemicals;
establishes dedicated support for the Upper Guinean forest biome; and empowers country
Operational Focal Points with the resources needed for effective oversight.

Mr. Chairman, Sierra Leone has put in place the policies, strategies, and institutional
architecture to deliver tangible global environmental benefits. What we need from GEF is the
catalytic partnership to turn these plans into implementation at scale. With well-targeted
adaptation, our projected GDP losses can be reduced from 9 to 10 percent to below 2 percent
by mid-century.

The last sprint towards 2030 is not a metaphor. It is a call to action. Sierra Leone is ready to
run.

I thank you.



