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____________________________________________________________ 

 

Dr. Claude Gascon, Interim CEO and Chairperson of the Global 

Environment Facility (GEF), 

Honourable Ministers, 

Heads of Delegations,  

Members of the Private Sector, CSOs, NGO’s 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 

On behalf of the Government of South Africa, I wish to express our sincere 

appreciation to the Government and people of Uzbekistan for their warm 

hospitality and excellent organisation of this Eighth GEF Assembly. 

At a time when the African continent, including South Africa, is confronting 

severe environmental challenges such as extreme weather events, floods, 

fires and droughts driven by climate change, global leadership and 

strengthened international cooperation are more critical than ever. 

Through its long-standing partnership with the Global Environment Facility 

(GEF), South Africa has accessed significant funding and technical 
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assistance over the past three decades. These resources have enabled the 

implementation of innovative projects that advance sustainable 

development, strengthen enforcement to combat illicit wildlife trafficking, 

mitigate the impacts of climate change, conserve biodiversity, reduce 

human-wildlife conflict, address pollution and waste, and promote 

cooperative management of transboundary water resources, all contributing 

to improved livelihoods for our citizens. 

South Africa’s diverse GEF portfolio includes flagship initiatives such as the 

Rhino Impact Bond, Mega Living Landscapes, the development of Circular 

Economy solutions to plastic pollution, and the Sustainable Cities project. 

Notably, our first GEF project, the Table Mountain Conservation Project, was 

approved in 1997 and secured USD 12 million in GEF funding. 

The GEF Small Grants Programme (SGP) has operated in South Africa for 

over 20 years, delivering remarkable impact. By bringing together diverse 

partners, the SGP has demonstrated that environmental challenges cannot 

be effectively addressed without simultaneously tackling social and 

development needs. 

South Africa commends the GEF Secretariat and the representatives of both 

donor and recipient countries for successfully concluding the GEF-9 

replenishment process. This outcome reflects a strong collective 

commitment to confronting the environmental crises facing our planet. 

As a responsible global citizen, South Africa has consistently supported the 

GEF’s mission. Since GEF-4, we have honoured our pledges to successive 

replenishments. In this spirit, we are pleased to announce a pledge to the 
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GEF-9 Replenishment of R106 million South African Rand, equivalent to 

approximately USD 6.4 million. 

Chairperson, during the recent centenary celebrations at Kruger National 

Park, a landmark Beneficiation Scheme Framework Agreement was signed, 

offering previously dispossessed communities structured and meaningful 

access to economic opportunities linked to Kruger National Park. Through 

this initiative, local communities will benefit from jobs, tourism ventures, 

investment prospects, and entrepreneurial activities, all without any transfer 

of residential rights or full ownership inside the park’s boundaries.  

Framed as part of South Africa’s broader land restitution programme, the 

agreement seeks to deliver shared value and tangible redress, returning 

economic benefits to those who lost their land while preserving Kruger as a 

protected national asset for future generations.  

GEF support for scaling or replicating this approach could strengthen 

community buy-in, reduce human-wildlife conflict, and enhance the 

sustainability of protected areas. It represents a forward-looking example of 

“conservation with equity” that aligns closely with GEF’s mandate on 

biodiversity, sustainable land management, and inclusive governance. 

Partnering on such initiatives would allow GEF to demonstrate tangible 

impact in addressing both environmental and socio-economic challenges in 

one of Africa’s most iconic conservation landscapes. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, we must not regress on the progress made in 

addressing the triple planetary crises of climate change, biodiversity loss, 

and pollution. While we welcome the GEF-9 replenishment of USD 3.9 
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billion, it is concerning that this represents a significant decrease from the 

USD 5.33 billion available under GEF-8. 

Although funding proportions for biodiversity, land degradation, chemicals 

and waste, and international waters have remained relatively stable, the 

sharp reduction in the climate change focal area is particularly worrying. 

Additionally, certain policy recommendations approved by the Council, which 

seek to differentiate among developing countries based on income levels, 

run counter to the principles of multilateral environmental agreements for 

which the GEF serves as the financial mechanism. Such differentiation risks 

undermining the fundamental principle of Common but Differentiated 

Responsibilities (CBDR), a cornerstone of the Rio agreements. 

Furthermore, the substantial increase in the proportion of non-grant 

instruments (NGIs) in GEF-9, including loans and blended finance, will 

require careful design and structuring to ensure they deliver optimal benefits 

for developing countries. 

In conclusion, South Africa stands ready to collaborate closely with the GEF 

Secretariat, implementing agencies, and our African partners to ensure that 

GEF-9 resources are utilised effectively and efficiently.  

We remain committed to advancing critical environmental protection, the 

sustainable use of natural resources, and broader sustainable development 

objectives. 

I Thank you. 

Mr Narend Singh 



5 
 

Deputy Minister for the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and The 

Environment. 

Republic of South Africa  

 

 

 

 

 


