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Honorable Chair, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

[ am honored to deliver this statement on behalf of the Government of Sri Lanka at this 8th Assembly
of the Global Environment Facility.

Sri Lanka is a developing island nation with exceptional ecological richness and globally significant
biodiversity. Our forests, wetlands, mangroves, lagoons, and marine ecosystems support
remarkable endemic species and remain central to our sustainable development vision.

At the same time, Sri Lanka is highly vulnerable to climate change. Rising temperatures, erratic
rainfall, floods, droughts, landslides, coastal erosion, and pollution are increasingly affecting our
people, ecosystems, and key sectors such as agriculture and fisheries. Land degradation,
biodiversity loss, plastic pollution, and unsustainable land-use practices continue to intensify these
challenges.

In this context, Sri Lanka deeply values its long-standing partnership with the Global Environment
Facility. Across multiple replenishment cycles, GEF support has contributed significantly to
biodiversity conservation, climate action, land restoration, chemicals and waste management, and
environmental governance.

Through GEF-supported initiatives, Sri Lanka has strengthened protected area management,
promoted ecosystem-based adaptation, enhanced renewable energy and energy efficiency, and
improved resilience among vulnerable communities.

As we look ahead to GEF-9, Sri Lanka is preparing a strong pipeline of projects aligned with national
priorities. These include restoration of forests, wetlands, mangroves, and watersheds; promotion of
nature-based solutions; climate-resilient agriculture and fisheries; sustainable land management;
and integrated approaches that address biodiversity, climate, land, water, and pollution challenges
together.

We are also strengthening national coordination and oversight mechanisms through the recently
approved GEF Operational Focal Point Oversight Project, which will improve portfolio management,
monitoring, learning, and implementation efficiency while helping to address approval delays and
stakeholder coordination challenges.

Distinguished delegates,

Sri Lanka remains firmly committed to global environmental action. However, countries on the
frontline of climate impacts cannot face these challenges alone. Stronger international cooperation,
predictable financing, technology transfer, capacity building, and inclusive partnerships remain
essential.

In closing, Sri Lanka reaffirms its commitment to working closely with the Global Environment
Facility and the international community to safeguard our shared planet for present and future

generations.

[ thank you.



