Statement by the Head of Delegation of Suriname during the GEF VIl Assembly

Excellencies, Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen.

It is a true honor for Suriname to address this Assembly. We thank the Government of
Uzbekistan for its hospitality and commend the GEF for being a champion and partner in climate
resilience, biodiversity protection, and sustainable development.

Across the Caribbean, climate impacts are intensifying—rising seas, stronger storms, and
fragile ecosystems are under pressure. And although Suriname lies on the South American
mainland, away from usual paths of severe storms, we do share the vulnerabilities of Small
Island Developing States. Today, even as we speak, our country faces severe flooding from
heavy rainfall and increase in sea-level, worsened by outdated drainage systems. For us,
adaptation is not optional—it is essential.

Suriname therefor welcomes the GEF’s focus on scaling up adaptation, nature-based solutions,
and ecosystem restoration. We also value progress in directing resources toward vulnerable
countries, including SIDS. Yet more must be done to ensure that allocation frameworks reflect
vulnerability and capacity constraints. Increased support is urgently required for SIDS to
address climate impacts.

Nature remains our greatest asset. With over 90 percent of pristine forest coverage and also up
to 90% of Mangrove coverage of our coastline, Suriname underscores the role of ecosystems in
resilience. We strongly believe that we can protect our mangroves, forests, and coasts by
applying cost-effective solutions while sustaining livelihoods and our carbon negative
status. We welcome the recognition of Indigenous Peoples and local tribal communities as
stewards of biodiversity, and emphasize inclusive, gender-responsive approaches.

Excellencies,

Financing remains a critical challenge. Small states face high transaction costs and limited
capacity. We call for simplified procedures, readiness support, and pragmatic approaches. At
the same time, we must sound a note of caution: while blended finance can mobilize private
capital, it must not create unsustainable debt burdens. Financing models that rely too heavily
on loans, risk undermining resilience. We urge that blended finance prioritizes favorable
conditions, transparency, and safeguards to protect debt sustainability.

Finally, Caribbean countries contribute minimally to global emissions yet face disproportionate
impacts. Equitable access to resources is essential.

As Chair of the Caribbean Constituency, Suriname reaffirms its commitment to resilience,
ecosystem protection, and sustainable development. Our challenges are shared—and so
too must be our solutions. We stand ready to partner with the GEF to turn ambition into action.

Please join us.

| thank you.



