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Swiss Statement in the GEF Assembly 2026

4 June 2026 (likely around 3pm), GEF Assembly,

Samarkand

Kernbotschaften:

o The Global Environment Facility is a key institution for

Switzerland to generate global environmental benefits.

o Switzerland forms a GEF constituency with multiple Central
Asian countries and Azerbaijan — we are the only constituency

bridging developed and developing countries

« Switzerland is pleased with the outcome of the GEF-9
replenishment negotiations: we welcome the strengthening of
integrated programming across various environmental topics, the
enhanced engagement of the private sector, the increased focus
on the most vulnerable countries, and the strengthening of the

“whole-of-government” approach.

« Switzerland will contribute at least 132 million Swiss Francs to
GEF-9. We would have been willing to contribute more and to
increase our contribution in US-dollars terms if new contributors
would have joined us and existing contributors had been willing

to increase their contributions as well.
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Sprechnotiz (maximal 3 Minuten)

Dear Ministers, excellencies, ladies and gentlemen

It is my great pleasure and honor to address the first GEF
Assembly hosted in Centrapl Asia. We would like to express

our deep gratitude to our constituency member Uzbekistan for

being such a wonderful host and for welcoming the GEF family.

We also want to thank Uzbekistan with all our hearts for its
announcement to pledge funding to GEF-9. Uzbekistan is a new
contributor to GEF, and we need new donors to advance the
global environmental agenda through GEF. I want to personally
thank His Excellency Mr. Aziz Abdukhakimov for his personal

efforts and leadership to secure this pledge.

We are at a key moment for global environmental protection:
The status of our natural resources has never been more in
danger, and the need for global cooperation has never been

larger.

The Global Environment Facility is a key institution for
Switzerland to support global environmental protection,
generate global environmental benefits and foster international

cooperation. The GEF has our full support.

Switzerland forms a Constituency with multiple Central Asian
countries and Azerbaijan — we are the only constituency
combining developed and developing countries, and are
therefore, uniquely placed to bring in consolidated views from

the perspective of different countries from various contexts.
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Switzerland is pleased with the outcome of the GEF-9
replenishment negotiations: we particularly welcome the
strengthening of integrated programming across various
environmental topics, the enhanced engagement of the private
sector, the increased focus on the most vulnerable countries, and

the strengthening of the “whole-of-government” approach.

Switzerland will contribute at least 132 million Swiss Francs to
GEF-9. We urge all countries that have the economic capacity
to announce contributions to GEF-9. We also need more
developing countries to contribute — if not for GEF-9, then for

GEF-10. Only 1in this way the GEF’s success story can continue.
Dear Ministers, excellencies, ladies and gentlemen

Let us take a moment and celebrate the successful GEF-9

replenishment.

But let us also look at the challenges ahead: how can we make
the most effective use of GEF resources over the next few
years? Let us work together to enhance the mobilization of
public and private resources, and to foster collaboration with the
private sector, indigenous peoples and local communities and
other stakeholders to ensure that we and our future generations

can benefit from a healthy planet.

Switzerland is ready to support a successful implementation of
the GEF-9 replenishment package together with all members of
the GEF Family: governments, implementing and executing
agencies and the GEF secretariat to maximize global

environmental benefits.
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The GEF has our full support, and we are honored to continue
to represent our unique constituency in the GEF Council for the

years to come.

Thank you.
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