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Excellency’s, 
Distinguished Heads of Delegations, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Allow me, at the outset, to express our sincere 
appreciation to the Government of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan for the warm hospitality in the historic 
city of Samarkand, and to the Global Environment 
Facility and all partners for convening this important 
Assembly. 

The theme of this Assembly — “Last Sprint 
Towards 2030” — is not only a call to accelerate. It is 
a call to renewed commitment and collective 
responsibility. As we approach 2030, the pace and 
scale of our actions must match the urgency of the 
environmental challenges before us. Environmental 
degradation, biodiversity loss, pollution, land 
degradation, and climate change are advancing faster 
than the resources available to confront them. 

For mountainous and vulnerable countries such as 
Tajikistan, these challenges are not abstract. They are 
visible in melting glaciers, more frequent floods, 
mudflows and landslides, pressure on water 
resources, fragile mountain ecosystems, and 
growing adaptation needs. 

Yet Tajikistan’s contribution to global greenhouse gas 
emissions is less than 0.1 percent. This is a matter of 
climate justice. Countries with the smallest emissions 
should not be left alone to carry the heaviest burden 
of climate impacts. Adaptation finance for vulnerable 
developing countries must become larger, faster, more 
predictable, and easier to access. 

Tajikistan has consistently advanced global initiatives 
on water, climate, glaciers, and biodiversity. These 
include the United Nations General Assembly 
resolution proclaiming 21 March as the World Day 
for Glaciers — a date that symbolically coincides 
with Navruz, the ancient celebration of renewal, 
harmony with nature and new beginnings — as well 
as the UN General Assembly resolution on the 
International Day of the Markhor and the UNEA-
7 resolution on the preservation of glaciers and the 
broader cryosphere.  



Tajikistan also attaches great importance to regional 
cooperation, including through the establishment of 
the Regional Center for Waste Management in 
Dushanbe under the International Fund for Saving the 
Aral Sea. The center was also welcomed at the level 
of the Heads of State of Central Asia in the 
outcomes of the Astana meetings earlier this year, 
the Center is expected to serve as a regional platform 
of excellence for sustainable waste management, 
circular economy solutions, knowledge exchange and 
practical cooperation among the countries of the 
region.  

Nationally, Tajikistan is acting with ambition. More 
than 98 percent of our electricity is generated from 
hydropower, and by 2037, the country aims to move 
fully towards green energy and green development. 
Through the National Greening Programme until 
2040, Tajikistan plans to plant two billion trees. This 
large-scale national initiative will contribute to carbon 
absorption, land restoration, prevention of soil 
erosion and desertification, improvement of air 
quality, preserving our glaciers, and the 
strengthening of ecosystem resilience across the 
country.  

Tajikistan also places strong emphasis on the 
protection of mountain biodiversity and rare species. 
Specially Protected Natural Areas cover 22 percent of 
the country’s territory — one of the highest and most 
remarkable shares in the region — reflecting 
Tajikistan’s commitment to conserving unique 
mountain ecosystems and natural heritage. In this 
regard, an important national achievement is the Snow 
Leopard Rehabilitation Center in Murghab district 
of the Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Region, 
opened on 14 August 2023 at an altitude of 4000 
metres above sea level. The Center provides 
conditions for the treatment, rehabilitation, and care of 
injured or vulnerable snow leopards, with dedicated 
space for natural movement, monitoring, scientific and 
educational activities. It is a unique high-mountain 
facility and a symbol of Tajikistan’s commitment to 
safeguarding one of the most emblematic species of 
our fragile mountain ecosystems. 

Excellency’s, 

 

We welcome and sincerely thank donor countries 
for their pledges to GEF-9. This is an important 
signal of confidence in multilateral environmental 



cooperation. But the scale of the crisis requires greater 
ambition. For GEF-9, we expect stronger support for 
adaptation, mountain ecosystems, glacier 
preservation, biodiversity conservation, land 
restoration, sustainable waste management, and 
integrated water-climate-nature solutions. 

The last sprint towards 2030 must not be a sprint for 
some and a struggle for others. It must be a shared 
effort based on responsibility, solidarity, and fairness. 

Tajikistan stands ready to further strengthen 
cooperation with all partners in turning global 
commitments into practical action, financial pledges 
into tangible results, and shared ambition into lasting 
progress.  

At this critical moment before 2030, our collective 
responsibility is to ensure that multilateral 
environmental cooperation delivers real impact for 
vulnerable countries and communities, protects nature, 
and contributes to a more secure, resilient and 
sustainable future for all.  

Thank you for your attention. 


