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Chairperson 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Please allow me to start by conveying heartfelt greetings from HE Samia 

Suluhu Hassan the President and the people of our beautiful United Republic 

of Tanzania. 

I would then like to take this opportunity to thank the Government and the People 

of Uzbekistan for the warm welcome and hospitality since our arrival in this 

beautiful historical city of Samarkand.  

Please also allow me to thank and commend the GEF secretariat for their tireless 

effort and stewardship in making all technical and logistics arrangements which 

made the 8 Assembly of GEF a reality.  

From time-to-time, the GEF has made significant strides in improving its policies 

and procedures to enable effective access and utilization of funds as appropriate. 

Some notable policy and procedural changes worthy noting include: an increase in 

the cap for Medium-Sized Projects from US$ 2 million to US$ 5 million which may 

be approved by the CEO based on the delegated authority provided by the Council; 

streamlining the GEF project cycle, with an objective of reducing transaction costs 

and facilitating faster access to GEF resources by countries; and the harmonization 

of processes and practices with those of the Green Climate Fund (GCF)  

As one of the beneficiary countries to the GEF, Tanzania welcomes such 

improvements in view to enhance flexibility, easy access of funds and timely 

execution of project matching with times bounds set in various regional and 
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international frameworks related to environmental conservation and climate 

change. 

Chairperson  

The United Republic of Tanzania is grateful for the support that the GEF has been 

proving to complement our efforts to address the triple planetary crisis enabling 

our country to take a significant stride in this discourse. Under GEF 8 replenishment 

cycle, Tanzania was allocated a tune of US$ 33.5 million for GEF and US$ 20 for 

the LDCF. 

I am glad to update your meeting that at this juncture we have been able to access 

the allocated resources with secured approvals for the entire of our allocated share.  

Chairperson  

Setting of this assembly is timely, as we are getting closer to the year 2030 which 

serves as the deadline for several major international policy roadmaps including the 

SGs amongst others. 

So, it is my sincere expectations that, the reports and deliberations of this 

congregation will reflect on how we are have been fairing to the aspirations and the 

global ambition of reversing biodiversity loss, putting our planet on the trajectory 

to recovery enhancing global environmental benefits and strengthen climate change 

resilience. 

Chairperson 

The United Republic of Tanzania warmly commends and congratulates the donors 

of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) on the successful launch of the ninth 

replenishment cycle (GEF-9). The pledged contribution of approximately USD 3.9 
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billion demonstrates a strong global commitment to addressing climate change, 

biodiversity loss, and pollution.  

For developing countries, climate adaptation is not a choice but a matter of 

survival. This is why adaptation finance has been and continues to be a top priority 

for developing countries and Africa region in particular. 

URT has taken note with commendation the Global Environment Facility (GEF) 

Programming Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change for the Least Developed 

Countries Fund (LDCF) and the Special Climate Change Fund (SCCF) for the GEF-

9 Period with its Operational Improvements presenting a clear vision towards 

helping developing countries to enhance climate resilience and reduce 

vulnerabilities.  

Chairperson 

We have noted that this Programming Strategy focuses on driving transformative 

adaptation action through: strengthening climate-resilient production practices in 

Agriculture and Food Systems; addressing critical issues of water security and 

Sustainable Management; and Nature-based Solutions (NbS) and Infrastructure, 

which advances climate-resilient infrastructure systems that incorporate NbS. 

The Adaptation Gap Report 2025 reveal that the cost of adaptation finance needed 

in developing countries to implement the Nationally Determined Contributions and 

National Adaptation Plans, is estimated to be US$365 billion a year. This makes 

adaptation financing needs in developing countries 12-14 times as much as current 

flows.  

Tanzania emphasizes that adaptation should remain a cross-cutting priority across 

all GEF-9 interventions. Greater attention should also be given to innovation and 
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technology transfer in climate change mitigation and adaptation to support resilient 

and low-emission development pathways.  

Chairperson 

Tanzania therefore calls for increased support for locally led adaptation actions, 

ecosystem-based approaches, capacity-building, and vulnerable countries that bear 

the greatest climate burden despite contributing the least to global greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

This being the fact, we plead for more resources, from the GEF Community and 

other sources for implementation of climate action and realization of the global goal 

on adaptation in developing countries and SIDs in particular. 

I thank you Chairperson 

 

  

 

 

 

 


