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® Distinguished Chair,
® Chief Executive Officer and Chairperson of the Global Environment Facility,

® Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Royal Thai Government, | would like to extend
my profound appreciation to the Government of Uzbekistan for hosting
the Eighth Assembly of the Global Environment Facility in the historic city
of Samarkand. | also thank the GEF Secretariat for their hard work during

the ninth replenishment cycle, in light of political and economic pressures.

Over the past two decades, GEF remains the world’s largest
multilateral  fund in  supporting developing countries delivering

environmental goals.

Thailand has successfully implemented over seventy national,
regional, and global projects under GEF support, helping us to advance our

commitments under multilateral environmental agreements as well as

meeting...



meeting our national development priorities. Examples of the recently
completed projects include one that successfully introduced cleaner
technologies to reduce Unintentional Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs)
in scrap metal recycling sector and a project that fostered active
stakeholder engagement to protect Thailand’s rich biodiversity, critical

habitats and endangered species.

Building on these achievements, Thailand will continue addressing
the triple planetary crisis posed by climate change, pollution and
biodiversity loss through advancing integrated resource management,

nature-based solutions and green economy.
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates,

As we embark upon GEF-9, the critical last sprint toward 2030,
Thailand welcomes the new replenishment cycle and its strategic
programming directions. We call upon our GEF donor partners to enhance
their contribution to support developing countries meeting environmental

challenges at this critical decade of action.

Thailand requests the GEF to further streamline and simplify its
operational and approval process to allow timely access and maximize
on-the-ground impacts. Greater efficiency, accessibility, and country ownership

will be essential to delivering lasting benefits for people and nature.

Lastly, in close partnership with the GEF Secretariat, Thailand remains
firmly committed to accelerating our commitments and securing a

sustainable, nature positive future for all.

Thank you.



