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Mr. CHAIR,

Mr. GEF’S CEO,

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates
Ladies and Gentlemen

| wish, at the outset, to extend to you, Mr. Chair, my congratulations for your
election, and to wish you all success in your mission.

We also express our sincere gratitude to the Government and people of
Uzbekistan for the warm welcome extended to us in this legendary city of
Samarkand, a historical crossroads of cultures, knowledge and beliefs.

Excellencies,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Tunisia, is affected by the growing environmental challenges resulting from
climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution; threatening our food security,
water security, public health, economic and social well-being, with significant
economic repercussions on agriculture, infrastructure, and tourism.

Climate change affects our biodiversity and ecosystems and put natural
habitats under increasing pressure. In fact, rising Sea Level continues
threatening our coastal cities and infrastructure, and the severe flooding
occurring in January this year, as a consequence of the heaviest rainfall since
70 years, particularly highlighted the threat and vulnerability.

At the same time, land degradation, desertification, and drought continue to
pose significant challenges, affecting livelihoods, food security, and
environmental sustainability.

In view of the importance of these issues, Tunisia has actively committed to
mobilizing all efforts and resources to develop and implement national
strategies and action plans aligned with the goals of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, and the
post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework.

Thus, we initiated a number of initiatives such as the Green Corridor and the
Blue Coast based on national environmental strategies, translating them into
concrete implementation programs and projects and we are working with



Sectors and Regions on priority issues such as water scarcity, ecosystem
restoration, food security, early warning system while supporting local
development and creating green jobs.

Excellencies,
Ladies and gentlemen,

We congratulate GEF family for the 9th replenishment and we seize this
opportunity to thank GEF Secretariat and all Donors.

We, particularly, commend the decision of Uzbekistan to contribute to GEF-
9 replenishment, as first Central Asia country.

As financing action to ensure a sustainable Environment is challenging us,
Tunisia, while strongly calling for maintaining the GEF’s core identity as a
grant-based facility, is motivated to use blended finance in order to more
involve private sector in the environmental action and financing. In this
regard, we would like to stress the importance of technical support to better
approach the private sector and ensure its effective participation and action.

Excellencies,
Ladies and gentlemen,

As we are celebrating the 8th GEF Assembly under the theme “The Last Sprint
towards 2030: Implementing the Nature-Climate-Pollution GEF-9 Agenda”,
let me say that we are convinced that the GEF’s role is unique and essential.
With a mandate to support the global environmental Conventions, the GEF
remains the mechanism that addresses the triple planetary crisis in an
integrated and inclusive manner ensuring its undeniable added value in the
evolving multilateral landscape of financial institutions. We call for
continuous improvement of the GEF and commit Tunisia’s support.

Thank you for your attention.



