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Distinguished Chair, 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Ukraine highly appreciates the role of the Global Environment Facility as one of the 
key multilateral mechanisms supporting countries in addressing the interconnected 
crises of climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution. 

Today, for Ukraine, these challenges are further aggravated by the devastating 
environmental consequences of russia’s ongoing aggression against our country. 

The war has caused unprecedented damage to ecosystems, forests, wetlands, water 
resources, agricultural lands and protected areas. Environmental degradation caused by 
hostilities directly affects biodiversity, climate resilience, food security, water security 
and the well-being of people and communities. 

At the same time, Ukraine sees post-war recovery not simply as reconstruction, but as 
an opportunity for a green, resilient and European future. 

In this regard, Ukraine considers GEF-9 as a critical platform for supporting integrated 
environmental recovery and accelerating the implementation of the global Nature–
Climate–Pollution agenda. 

For Ukraine, several strategic priorities under GEF-9 are of particular importance. 

First, ecosystem restoration in war-affected areas. - Ukraine seeks to develop large-
scale initiatives focused on restoration of degraded ecosystems, including forests, 
wetlands, steppe ecosystems and protected areas damaged by the war.  

Second, sustainable forest and landscape management. - Ukraine aims to strengthen 
climate-smart forestry, restore degraded forest landscapes, modernize forest 
monitoring systems and support sustainable land-use practices. Forest restoration and 
landscape resilience are essential both for climate mitigation and biodiversity 
conservation. 

Third, waste management, chemicals and circular economy. - The war has 
significantly increased challenges related to hazardous waste, contaminated sites and 
destruction debris. Ukraine is interested in developing integrated waste management 



systems aligned with EU environmental acquis, including circular economy 
approaches, digital waste tracking systems, environmentally sound management of 
hazardous waste and rehabilitation of polluted areas. 

We also see strong potential for GEF support in addressing obsolete pesticides, 
industrial pollution and chemicals management. 

Fourth, protection and restoration of water and marine ecosystems. - Ukraine 
prioritizes integrated water resources management, restoration of river basins, wetlands 
and coastal ecosystems, as well as strengthening regional cooperation in transboundary 
waters, particularly within the Danube and Black Sea regions. In this context, Ukraine 
is interested in advancing initiatives focused on ecological restoration of the Danube 
Delta, strengthening basin governance and improving climate resilience of aquatic 
ecosystems. 

Excellencies, 

Ukraine strongly believes that environmental recovery and green transition must 
become an integral part of broader economic recovery and European integration 
processes. We also believe that GEF-9 should further strengthen support for integrated, 
cross-sectoral and programmatic approaches that combine biodiversity conservation, 
climate action, pollution reduction and sustainable economic transformation. 

Partnerships remain critically important. 

Ukraine highly values cooperation with GEF Agencies, international financial 
institutions, UN organizations and bilateral partners supporting Ukraine’s 
environmental resilience and green recovery. 

We are grateful to all partners standing with Ukraine and supporting our efforts to 
protect nature, strengthen climate resilience and build a sustainable future despite the 
ongoing war. 

The years leading to 2030 will indeed be the “last sprint”. For Ukraine, this sprint is 
not only about achieving global environmental targets. It is also about ensuring that 
recovery, resilience and peace are built on sustainable foundations. 

Thank you. 


