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Excellencies,

Distinguished Heads of Delegations,
Representatives of the Global Environment Facility,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Republic of Uzbekistan as the host country, allow me
to warmly welcome you in Samarkand and express our sincere
appreciation for your participation in this important dialogue on national
priorities, environmental challenges, ambitions and expectations
from GEF-9.

The theme “Last Sprint Towards 2030” is highly relevant for
Uzbekistan. The time remaining until 2030 is limited, and countries need
to move from isolated projects to systemic, measurable and scalable
solutions. For Uzbekistan, this is not only an environmental agenda. It is
directly linked to quality of life, public health, food security, economic
resilience and long-term competitiveness.

Under the leadership of the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, H.E. Mr. Shavkat Mirziyoyev, environmental sustainability
and the transition to a green economy have become key priorities of the
“Uzbekistan — 2030” Strategy.

In recent years, Uzbekistan has strengthened its environmental
governance system, including through the establishment of the National
Committee on Ecology and Climate Change under the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan.

The main task of the newly established Committee is to coordinate
five nationwide projects in Uzbekistan in priority areas, including air
quality protection, biodiversity conservation, waste management,
greening of territories, and the development of environmental education
and culture.

Within these projects, Uzbekistan has set measurable environmental
targets by 2030: to reduce air emissions by 10.5 percent, plant 200
million seedlings annually, increase the country’s green coverage to 30
percent, expand protected areas to 9.4 million hectares, establish 14



green green colleges, and train at least 10,000 specialists for the green
economy every year.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Against this background, Uzbekistan’s expectations from GEF-9 are
both practical and strategic. We believe that the new GEF cycle should not
be viewed simply as another financing window, but as a platform to
accelerate integrated, measurable and scalable solutions on the path to
2030.

First, we expect stronger support for regional programmes in Central
Asia. Many environmental challenges — land degradation, desertification,
sand and dust storms, water stress, air pollution and biodiversity loss —
are transboundary. Therefore, the region needs stronger mechanisms for
monitoring, early warning, data exchange and joint risk management.

Second, Uzbekistan believes that GEF-9 should support integrated
projects linking climate action, biodiversity, land restoration, pollution
reduction, chemicals and waste, water sustainability and urban resilience.
Such projects can deliver clearer results for people, ecosystems and
economies.

Third, we attach importance to faster and more flexible project
preparation mechanisms. For countries that already have clear national
strategies, institutional reforms and mature project ideas, it is important
to shorten the path from concept to implementation.

Fourth, we see a strong role for GEF in supporting sustainable cities.
Air quality, green infrastructure, waste, water, energy efficiency and
transport should be addressed as one urban environmental system. In this
regard, Samarkand can serve as platforms for practical and scalable
solutions.

Today, the leadership of Uzbekistan has taken a strategic decision to
strengthen the country’s role in the Global Environment Facility, including
its readiness to act as a donor to the GEF. This reflects Uzbekistan’s
transition to a more active and responsible partnership with the Fund and
its willingness to contribute to regional and global environmental action.

As a member of the GEF Council, Uzbekistan intends to promote joint
regional initiatives in areas of strategic importance for Central Asia,
including land degradation, desertification, sand and dust storms, Aral Sea



ecosystem restoration, biodiversity conservation, air quality, sustainable
cities, chemicals and waste.

The GEF continues to play a vital role in supporting countries across
its key focal areas, including biodiversity conservation, climate change,
land degradation, international waters, chemicals and waste management,
and sustainable forest management.

For Uzbekistan, these priorities are closely aligned with our national
environmental agenda. We see significant opportunities to further expand
cooperation with the GEF and mobilize additional resources in support of
five nationwide initiatives launched by the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan: “Bioheritage”, “Yashil Makon”, “Clean Air”, “Zero Waste
Territory”, and “Eco-Culture”. These initiatives are aimed at strengthening
biodiversity conservation, improving environmental quality, promoting
sustainable resource management and building a greener and more
climate-resilient future.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Uzbekistan approaches the period until 2030 with a clear
understanding of its priorities and responsibilities. We are ready to work
with the GEF UN agencies, international financial institutions,
neighbouring countries, the private sector and scientific institutions to
develop a new generation of environmental programmes.

Our common goal is clear: cleaner air, restored land, protected
biodiversity, resilient cities, stronger regional cooperation and a healthier
environment for people.

Uzbekistan sees GEF-9 not only as a source of support for national
projects, but also as an opportunity to help shape a stronger, more
practical and more effective environmental partnership for Central Asia
and beyond.

Thank you for your attention.

Katta rakhmat!



