Statement of the Republic of Yemen at the Eighth Assembly of the Global Environment Facility
(GEF)

Mr. President of the Eighth Assembly of the Global Environment Facility,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my pleasure to extend my sincere gratitude and appreciation to the Government and people
of Uzbekistan for hosting this important global event, which comes at a critical time when the
challenges of climate change, water scarcity, biodiversity loss, food security, and human stability
are increasingly interconnected.

| would also like to express our deep appreciation for the pivotal role played by the Global
Environment Facility in supporting international efforts to protect the environment and promote
sustainability in the face of the growing environmental challenges confronting our world today.

The Republic of Yemen, while facing exceptional and complex circumstances resulting from war
and the impacts of climate change, fully recognizes that environmental issues are no longer
sectoral concerns. Rather, they are closely linked to food and water security, as well as to the
ability of communities to withstand shocks, recover, and achieve sustainable development.

In this context, Yemen has adopted a range of measures to address these challenges, including
supporting and strengthening sustainable natural resource management approaches and
expanding interventions targeting local communities, particularly in the areas of climate change
adaptation, livelihood improvement, and resilience building. This includes supporting renewable
energy initiatives and sustainable economic alternatives.

Yemen highly values its partnership with the Global Environment Facility and its international
partners and emphasizes the importance of strengthening technical and financial support,
building national capacities, and expanding environmental, hydrological, and climate monitoring
networks to improve data-driven decision-making.

Yemen also views positively the global shift toward integrated solutions that link climate, water,
biodiversity, land management, and sustainable development for the purpose of ecosystem
restoration. In this regard, Yemen is developing a number of national initiatives aligned with the
new priorities and directions of the Global Environment Facility, including integrated water
resources management, the development of monitoring and early warning systems, and the
promotion of innovative environmental financing.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Yemen believes that environmental financing in fragile states should take into account weak
institutional capacities, limited resources, and the impacts of protracted crises, including conflict
and war. Therefore, we call for:



¢ Increased environmental financing allocated to least developed countries and fragile
states;

e Further simplification of access procedures to environmental funding;
e Enhanced capacity building and technology transfer;
o Greater support for integrated, multi-sectoral programs.

Yemen also emphasizes the importance of strengthening international cooperation in
biodiversity conservation, restoration of degraded ecosystems, combating desertification, and
natural disaster risk management, as these are fundamental pillars for achieving sustainable
development.

In conclusion, the Republic of Yemen reaffirms its full commitment to working jointly with the
international community and with the Global Environment Facility and its partners toward a
more sustainable, equitable, and resilient future capable of addressing global environmental
challenges.

| would like to reiterate my gratitude to the host country and to the Global Environment Facility
for the excellent organization of this Assembly.

Thank you.



