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The Chair of the GEF8 Assembly;

Heads of States and Governments here present;
The Interim Chief Executive Officer of the GEF;
Honourable Ministers here present;

Heads of Delegations;

GEF Operational Focal Points;

Ladies and gentlemen.

Allow me to start by congratulating the Government of Uzbekistan and the GEF
Secretariat for the successful hosting of this important conference. We are
indeed delighted to be part of the eighth Assembly of the Global Environmental

Facility in this beautiful city of Samarkand.

The Eighth GEF Assembly is coming at a time when we are faced with increased
threats to our global environment and human wellbeing. We have now witnessed
a doubling if not tripling of the triple planetary crisis of biodiversity loss, pollution
and climate change. Our communities bear the brunt of increased negative
environmental changes. We have come to the point were environmental issues
should no longer be about endless negotiations but action on the ground. In this
regard we no longer have the liberty to continue with the business as usual
approach but to transformative and impactful approaches in addressing the

drivers of environmental change.

In addressing these challenges, the focus on results and provision of predictable
adequate and timely means of implementation is critical and the GEF has a cen-
tral role to play. | therefore appreciate the work done so far by the GEF in availing

financial resources to achieve global environmental benefits.



The Eighth Overall Performance Study by the GEF Independent Evaluation Office
informs us that the GEF has continued to demonstrate its transformational im-
pact and has remained a major source of financing for global environmental ac-
tion. Many things in the GEF are working well. Indeed, the GEF has a comparative
advantage in terms of its broad coverage of environmental issues, it has more
than 30 years of experience in global environmental financing with results to show

forit.

Furthermore, for African states it is encouraging to note that the largest share of
GEF 8 resources was on the African continent. For Zimbabwe, the GEF has been
an invaluable partner in our environmental journey. Our partnership with the GEF
has yielded tangible results — from the Zambezi Valley Biodiversity and the
Hwange-Sanyati biological Corridor Projects, which are conserving some of our
richest wildlife corridors, to the Dryland Sustainable Landscapes Impact Pro-
gramme restoring degraded lands and supporting climate-smart agriculture, to
our recently launched Urban and Peri-Urban Resilience through Investment for
Sustainable Ecosystems project, which is making our cities of Harare and Bula-
wayo greener, cleaner and more climate-resilient. This is indeed an indication of
our commitment to contribute significantly to global environmental benefits. Our
hope is that, such performance ratings will be used as significant determinant for

resource allocations over and above the traditional indices.

The funding from GEF is addressing many institutional and capacity gaps in the
management of key ecosystems to achieve global environmental benefits. This is
critical as Zimbabwe is home to key ecosystems of international significance

such as Biosphere Reserve, National Parks, World Heritage Sites, Ramsar Sites



and Key Bird Areas. Management of such complex ecosystems requires huge fi-

nancial resources and planning.

Excellencies, ladies and Gentlemen, Zimbabwe remains steadfast in its commit-
ment to the multilateral environmental agreements for which the GEF serves as
the financial mechanism. We have recently approved our National Wildlife Policy,
our Third National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan for 2026-2030 and sub-
mitted our Nationally Determined Contribution 3.0 under the Paris Agreement,
which targets 40 per cent per capita reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by
2035. Our National Development Strategy 2 fully integrates climate resilience

and environmental sustainability as cross-cutting priorities.

The successful conclusion of the GEF 9 replenishment negotiations has therefore
provided impetus to our efforts to achieve global environmental benefits. We ap-
preciate that some of our concerns as recipient countries were taken on board
during the replenishment process. While it is not a perfect deal, we appreciate
that allocation of scarce resources is a difficult balancing act. We therefore take
comfort in that we have been able to maintained the STAR framework, Country
Support programme and the Small Grants Programme. The continuation of these
policies has renewed hope of our communities to contribute towards the

achievement of global environmental benefits.

As we look to the GEF-9 investment cycle, Zimbabwe calls on this Assembly to
further simplify and expedite access procedures for vulnerable countries, partic-
ularly Least Developed Countries, ensuring that GEF resources reach communi-

ties on the ground without undue delay.



We welcome the growing emphasis on blended finance and private sector lead-
ership. Environmental challenges cannot be solved by public finance alone. For
Zimbabwe, the involvement of the private sector is critical as the country plans to
implement a Zimbabwe biodiversity Economy initiative. This is an important initi-
ative under our National Development Strategy (2025 - 2030). This initiative is an-
chored on pillars or subsectors i.e. wildlife, forestry, blue economy, biotrade and

ABS, and lastly Payment for ecosystem services.

We are developing quick wins under each of these pillars and seeks partnerships,
technical and financial support so as to realise this important national agenda.
We are developing a framework for biodiversity credits and offsets, revamping our
Communal Areas Management Programme for Indigenous Resources among
many other initiatives. We therefore call upon Countries, Institutions and individ-

uals willing to work with is in this agenda.

Ladies and gentlemen, allow me to express our appreciation to the GEF Secretar-
iat, donor countries and GEF Implementing agencies for your continued support
and commitment to environmental sustainability in developing countries. We im-
plore on you to increase your support to address our global challenges. Indeed,

the final sprint to 2030 demands ambition, partnership, and accountability.

Zimbabwe stands ready to be a reliable partner in this collective endeavour. We
are committed to policy coherence, transparent reporting, and recipient-country
ownership. In conclusion, allow me on behalf of my delegation to extend our ap-
preciation to the Government of Uzbekistan for the warm welcome, excellent

hospitality and hosting arrangements. | thank you all



