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Decision by Mail – February 2026 

Decision 1/2026 Process for the Appointment of the CEO 

1. The Council approves the Process for the Appointment of the CEO as follows: 

a. Council decided to start the process for the selection of a new CEO in December 2025, 
agreeing the ToR for engaging an executive search firm;  

b. An independent executive search firm will be selected by the SRC, in consultation with 
the Secretariat, using the ToR approved by Council;  

c. The SRC will provide the Council with the updated draft ToR for the CEO, for comments 
within a two-week period 

d. Executive search firm provides comments on the Council- commented draft ToR for the 
CEO. Final ToR circulated to Council out of session for one week, under a no objection 
procedure, prior to position being advertised;  

e. Position will be advertised following World Bank hiring practices. Search firm solicits 
interest in position. Furthermore, Council Members and participant governments may 
suggest candidates directly to the executive search firm; 

f. Search firm conducts initial screen of all applications received against 
criteria/qualifications as specified in the ToR for the CEO position;  

g. Search firm presents to SRC a list of all applicants meeting the criteria along with a 
suggested list of 15-25 applicants who presented the strongest applications;  

h. SRC advises search firm on development of a long list of approximately 10 candidates for 
further evaluation;  

i. On receipt of evaluations, SRC consults with Council Members for one week on the long 
list;  

j. Reflecting views received from Council Members, SRC works with the search firm to 
prepare a final short list of approximately 5 to 6 candidates to be interviewed.  

k. SRC interviews candidates, and consults again with Council Members for one week;  

l. Based on interviews and consultations with Council Members, the SRC makes a 
recommendation to the Council of three final candidates, in order of preference.  

m. Council interviews the final three candidates, selects its preferred candidate, and 
appoints the CEO at a Council meeting. 
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n. New CEO commences in the role as early as possible with the exact date to be determined 
in the Council Decision appointing the new CEO. 

Decision by Mail – March 2026 

Decision 2/2026 Terms of Reference and Membership of the Working Group on STAP 
Review 

1. The Council, having considered the Terms of Reference and Membership of the Ad-Hoc 
Working Group on STAP Review, establishes an ad-hoc working group to follow up on the 
findings of OPS8 with regard to the STAP and to make recommendations for consideration by 
Council. The Working Group will operate between February 2026 and December 2026, when 
it will present the final draft recommendations to Council. 

2. The Council approves a special initiative up to a maximum of $80,000 for the process of 
recruiting a Short-Term Consultant to support the Working Group, per the terms of reference 
enlisted in Annex 1. 

Decision by Mail – April 2026 

Decision 3/2026 Revised GEF CEO Terms of Reference  

1. The Council, having considered the Executive Brief, approves the revised Terms of 
Reference (ToR) for the GEF CEO position 

71st Council Meeting – June 2026 

Decision 4/2026  Draft Summary of Negotiations of the Ninth Replenishment of the GEF 
Trust Fund 

1. The Council, having considered document GEF/C.71/02/Rev.03, Draft Summary of 
Negotiations of the Ninth Replenishment of the GEF Trust Fund, welcomes the successful 
conclusion of the replenishment, takes note of the Summary, and endorses the programming 
directions (Annex I) including the allocations of resources set forth therein, the policy 
recommendations (Annex II), and the Draft Replenishment Resolution (Annex III).  

2. The Council requests the CEO/Chairperson of the Facility to transmit this Summary to the 
World Bank with a request that the World Bank Executive Directors be invited to adopt Annex 
III to this Summary, Draft World Bank Resolution No. IBRD [2026-XXXX] The Global 
Environment Facility Trust Fund: Ninth Replenishment of Resources, thereby authorizing the 
World Bank, as Trustee of the GEF Trust Fund, to manage the resources made available under 
GEF-9. 

https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-04/EN.GEF_.C.71.Inf_.08%20ToR%20and%20Membership%20of%20the%20Ad-Hoc%20Working%20Group%20on%20STAP%20Review.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-04/EN.GEF_.C.71.Inf_.08%20ToR%20and%20Membership%20of%20the%20Ad-Hoc%20Working%20Group%20on%20STAP%20Review.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/EN_GEF.C71.02.Rev_.03_0.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/EN_GEF.C71.02.Rev_.03_0.pdf
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Decision 5/2026 Work Program for GEF Trust Fund  

1. The Council, having considered document GEF/C.71/03, Work Program for GEF Trust Fund, 
approves the Work Program comprising 16 projects and programs, subject to comments 
made during the Council meeting and additional comments that may be submitted in writing 
to the Secretariat by June 30, 20261 2 3 4. 

2. Total GEF resources approved in this Work Program amounted to $141.4 million, including 
GEF project financing and Agency fees. The Work Program is comprised of the following 
Project Identification Forms (PIFs) and Program Framework Documents (PFDs):  

Stand-Alone Full-sized Projects (PIFs)  

Biodiversity 

1) Global: Supporting effective CSO leadership to conserve biodiversity and improve human 
wellbeing in the global biodiversity hotspots (GEFID 12293). Agency: CI; GEF Project 
Financing: $18,048,625; Co-financing: $24,100,000 

2) Regional: Empowering conservation action on the East Asian Australasian Flyway (EAAF) 
through Establishment of a Global Flyways Grant Mechanism (GFGM) for Civil Society 
Organizations (GEFID 12290). Agency: ADB; GEF Project Financing: $8,974,312; Co-
financing: $107,000,000 

3) Philippines: Integrated Management of Small Island Landscapes and Seascapes for 
Biodiversity, Ecosystem Services, and Climate Resilience in the Philippines (ISLAS) (GEFID 
12004). Agency: UNDP; GEF Project Financing: $5,329,452; Co-financing: $42,000,000 

 

 

 
1 The United States, in light of its policies related to development projects involving countries that have engaged in a pattern of 
gross violations of internationally recognized human rights, opposes and therefore does not join a Council decision that would 
support GEF project 12295 in Sudan.  
2 The United States, in light of its policies related to development projects involving countries that have engaged in a pattern of 
gross violations of internationally recognized human rights, whose governments who are not addressing trafficking in persons, 
and that do not have in place a functioning system for reporting to civilian authorities audits of receipts and expenditures that 
fund activities of the armed forces and security forces, opposes and therefore does not join a Council decision that would support 
GEF project 12080 in Eritrea.  
3 The United States, in light of its policies related to development projects in Zimbabwe, opposes and therefore does not join a 
Council decision that would support GEF project 11987.  
4 The United States, in light of its America First foreign policy, does not join consensus on the approval of GEF Projects 12293, 
12283, 11994 and 11577. 
 

https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/EN_GEF.C.71.03_Work%20Program%20for%20GEF%20Trust%20Fund_V2.pdf
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Land Degradation 

4) St Vincent and Grenadines: Watershed Action for Restoring Ecosystems in the South 
Corridor of St. Vincent (SVG-WARE) (GEFID 11541). Agency: UNEP; GEF Project Financing: 
$6,142,237; Co-financing: $14,540,000 

 International Waters 

5) Global: Blue Nature Alliance Phase 2 (GEFID 12294). Agency: CI; GEF Project Financing: 
$18,148,625; Co-financing: $187,424,934 

6) Regional: Support to Chu-Talas Basin Strategic Action Programme Implementation (GEFID 
12280). Agency: UNDP; GEF Project Financing: $5,785,500; Co-financing: $41,400,000 

Multi-Focal Area 

7) India: Accelerating Community-Driven Actions for Fire-Smart Ecosystem and Biodiversity 
Restoration and Conservation (ACT4FIRE) (GEFID 12066). Agency: IUCN, UNDP; GEF 
Project Financing: $6,478,899; Co-financing: $50,960,000 

8) Zimbabwe: Harnessing Natural Capital - Unlocking Zimbabwe's Biodiversity Potential in 
the Sebungwe Landscape (GEFID 11987). Agency: UNDP; GEF Project Financing: 
$5,681,588; Co-financing: $25,580,000   

Multi-Trust Fund 

9) Niue: Niue IRMP - Integrated Resilience and Mitigation Project for Infrastructure, 
Ecosystems and Communities (GEFID 12283). Agency: UNDP; GEF Project Financing: 
$8,031,759 (GEF Trust Fund: $ 5,350,364; SCCF: $2,681,395); Co-financing: $27,188,000 
(GEF Trust Fund: $ 17,344,000; SCCF: $9,844,000) 

10) Togo: Implementation of Low-Carbon and Climate-Resilient Transport Solutions in Togo 
(GEFID 11577). Agency: BOAD; GEF Project Financing $9,321,280 (GEF Trust Fund: $ 
3,866,904; LDCF: $5,454,376); Co-financing: $56,000,000 (GEF Trust Fund: $ 27,030,000; 
LDCF: $28,970,000) 

Projects requested by Council for circulation prior to CEO endorsement 

3. With respect to the following six projects, the Council requested the Secretariat to arrange 
for Council members to receive draft final project documents and to transmit to the CEO 
within four weeks any concerns they may have prior to the CEO’s endorsing the project 
document for final approval by the GEF Agency:  
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11) Eritrea: Promoting Sustainable Land Management to Achieve Land Degradation 
Neutrality (LDN), Enhance Livelihoods, and Strengthen the Farming Communities in the 
Aylagundet Watershed, Debub Region, Eritrea (GEFID 12080). Agency: UNDP; GEF Project 
Financing: $8,401,400; Co-financing: $30,600,000 

12) Uzbekistan. Uzbekistan Risk Mitigation Facility (GEF ID 11994). Agency: World Bank; GEF 
Project Financing: $12,752,907; Co-financing: $152,000,000 

13) Malaysia: Conservation of globally significant biodiversity of the Ulu Jelai - Fraser’s Hill 
Watershed, Malaysia, through an Integrated Landscape Management approach (GEFID 
12277). Agency: UNDP; GEF Project Financing: $5,558,238; Co-financing: $42,220,000 

14) Solomon Islands: Ridge to Reef Ecosystem Restoration in Solomon Islands (R2R-ERSI) 
(GEFID 12289). Agency: IUCN; GEF Project Financing: $5,380,174; Co-financing: 
$4,750,000 

15) Botswana: Restoring the ecosystem integrity of the degraded Bobirwa-Tswapong 
ecosystem to sustain livelihoods and effectively respond to climate change, human-
wildlife conflict and biodiversity management requirements (GEFID 12291). Agency: 
UNDP; GEF Project Financing: $6,282,877; Co-financing: $31,167,890 

16) Sudan: Sustainable Natural Resource and Livelihood Project - North (SNRLP-North) (GEFID 
12295). Agency: IFAD; GEF Project Financing: $7,341,339; Co-financing: $30,000,000 

Approval of the Work Program 

4. With respect to the PIFs and PFDs approved as part of the Work Program, the Council finds 
that each of these PIFs and PFDs (i) is, or would be, consistent with the Instrument and GEF 
policies and procedures, and (ii) may be endorsed by the CEO for final approval by the GEF 
Agency, provided that the final project documents fully incorporate and address the Council’s 
and the STAP reviewer’s comments on the Work Program, and that the CEO confirms that the 
project continues to be consistent with the Instrument and GEF policies and procedures.  

5. With respect to any PIF approved in this Work Program, the final project document will be 
posted on the GEF website for information after CEO endorsement. If there are major 
changes to the project objectives or scope since PIF approval, the final project document shall 
be posted on the GEF website for Council review for four weeks prior to CEO endorsement. 
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Decision 6/2026 GEF Business Plan and Corporate Budget for FY27  

1. The Council, having considered document GEF/C.71/04/Rev.02, GEF Business Plan and 
Corporate Budget for FY27, takes note of the business plan, and approves an FY27 corporate 
budget from the GEF Trust Fund of US$43.776 million, comprised of: 

(b) US$ 36.488 million for the GEF Secretariat  

(c) US$ 0.080 million to the GEF Secretariat for a Special Initiative to recruit a 
Short-Term Consultant to support the Working Group on the STAP review 

(d) US$ 3.140 million for STAP; and  

(e) US$ 4.068 million for the Trustee 

2. The Council also approves a total FY27 administrative budget for the Nagoya Protocol 
Implementation Fund (NPIF) of US$ 22,700, comprised of the following allocations from the 
NPIF to cover the Secretariat’s and Trustee’s expenses for NPIF administration and 
implementation:  

(a) US$ 17,500 for the GEF Secretariat; and 

(b) US$ 5,200 for the Trustee 

3. The Council also approves a total FY27 administrative budget for the Capacity-building 
Initiative for Transparency (CBIT) from the CBIT Trust Fund of US$223,600, comprised of: 

(a) US$ 0.200 million for the GEF Secretariat; and 

(b) US$ 0.023 million for the Trustee 

4. The Council requests the Secretariat, in consultation with STAP and the Trustee, to present a 
combined FY28 corporate budget and business plan for discussion at its June 2027 meeting. 

5. The GEF Council requests the GEF Secretariat, under leadership by the new CEO, to find 
solutions to substantially reduce travel costs, including through a dialogue with World Bank 
on any adjustments that may be made to its travel policies, including covered fare classes. 
The GEF Council appreciates and encourages any voluntary cost reductions undertaken by 
GEF Secretariat staff in the meantime. 

 

 

https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-06/EN_GEF.C.71.04.Rev_.02_GEF_Business_Plan_Corporate_Budget_FY27%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-06/EN_GEF.C.71.04.Rev_.02_GEF_Business_Plan_Corporate_Budget_FY27%20%281%29.pdf
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Decision 7/2026 Strengthening the GEF Partnership: Agency Expansion Procedure  

1. The Council, having considered document, GEF/C.71/05/Rev.01, Strengthening the GEF 
Partnership: Agency Expansion Procedure, takes note of the document and decides to:  

a. Adopt the procedure for expanding the GEF Partnership under GEF-9 to align it with 
the policy recommendations within GEF-9 to consider opportunities to accredit a 
group of new complementary agencies which collectively have expertise with LDCs 
and SIDS, Indigenous Peoples and local communities (IPLCs), the private sector and in 
the 5 focal areas of the GEF; 

b. Request the Secretariat to implement the adopted procedure, commencing with 
Stage 1 (initial desk review) at the start of the GEF-9 phase, and to initiate the 
formation and appointment process of the Independent Assessment Expert or Panel, 
in accordance with the procedure; 

c. Request the Secretariat to update the Council on progress made in implementing the 
adopted procedure at the next Council meeting in December 2026; 

d. Request the Secretariat to present for the Council’s decision Agencies recommended 
by the Independent Assessment Expert or Panel, no later than June 30, 2027 (If the 
expansion process encounters material delays or constraints that prevent the timely 
identification of recommended candidate entities, the Secretariat is requested to 
report to the Council by that date, on progress made, challenges encountered, and 
any proposed adjustments to the implementation approach); and 

e. Approve amendments to the GEF Policy on Monitoring Agency Compliance 
(ME/PL/02) and related policies on Minimum Fiduciary Standards (GA/PL/02), 
Stakeholder Engagement (SD/PL/01), Gender Equality (SD/PL/02), and Environmental 
and Social Safeguards(ESS) (SD/PL/03), as outlined in Annex VI, to transition from a 
periodic review cycle to a continuous, risk-based compliance monitoring approach, 
with the amendments becoming effective on July 1, 2026.  

Decision 8/2026 Updating the System for Transparent Allocation of Resources (STAR) for 
GEF-9  

1. The Council, having reviewed document GEF/C.71/06/Rev.01 Updating the System for 
Transparent Allocation of Resources (STAR) for GEF-9, approves the STAR Policy contained in 
Annex I, which replaces and supersedes all relevant previous Council decisions regarding 
STAR.  

2. The Council takes note of the STAR index methodologies and calculations in Annex A. The 
operational details of the special STAR window on Blended Finance will be further elaborated 

https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-06/EN_GEF.71.05.Rev_.01_Strengthening%20the%20GEF%20Partnership.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-06/EN_GEF.71.05.Rev_.01_Strengthening%20the%20GEF%20Partnership.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-06/EN_GEF.C.71.06.Rev_.01%20%20GEF-9%20STAR%20Policy.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-06/EN_GEF.C.71.06.Rev_.01%20%20GEF-9%20STAR%20Policy.pdf
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in the GEF-9 Blended Finance Implementation Arrangements for Council consideration and 
approval at its 72nd meeting in December 2026.  

3. The Council requests the GEF Secretariat to conduct a mid-term review of GEF-9 STAR, to take 
stock of current STAR programming, highlight any significant under-utilizations, and 
potentially develop measures to further incentivize timely programming.  

4. Finally, the Council requests the GEF Secretariat to undertake a full review of the STAR 
allocation model in anticipation of the GEF-10 Replenishment. 

Decision 9/2026 GEF-9 Integrated Programs Lead Agency Terms of Reference and 
Selection Process 

1. The Council, having considered GEF/C.71/13, GEF-9 Integrated Programs Lead Agency Terms 
of Reference and Selection Process, agrees with the proposed process for the selection of 
Lead Agencies and asks to be provided with a brief report on the process and outcomes at 
the 72nd meeting of the Council. 

Decision 10/2026 Relations with Conventions and Other International Institutions 

1. The Council, having considered document GEF/C.71/07, Relations with the Conventions and 
Other International Institutions, welcomes the report and requests the GEF partnership to 
continue to work with recipient countries to reflect the guidance and national priorities in 
their GEF programming and activities. 

Decision 11/2026 FY27 Work Program and Budget of the GEF Independent Evaluation 
Office 

1. The Council, having reviewed the FY27 Work Program and Budget of the GEF Independent 
Evaluation Office, acknowledges the progress made by the Independent Evaluation Office, 
and approves the budget request of $8.233 million to carry out the work program for fiscal 
year 20275. 

Decision 12/2026 GEF Evaluation Policy 2026 

1. The Council, having reviewed the document (GEF/E/C.71/02) The GEF Evaluation Policy: 2026:  

(a) Approves the GEF Evaluation Policy contained in Section 2 of this document, which 
supersedes the previous 2019 GEF Evaluation Policy.  

 
5 The United States did not join the consensus on the decision. 

https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/EN_GEF.C.71.13_GEF-9%20Integrated%20Programs%20Lead%20Agency%20ToR%20and%20Selection%20Process_0.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/EN_GEF.C.71.13_GEF-9%20Integrated%20Programs%20Lead%20Agency%20ToR%20and%20Selection%20Process_0.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/EN_GEF_C71_07_Relations_with_Conventions_and_Other_International_Institutions_V3.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/EN_GEF_C71_07_Relations_with_Conventions_and_Other_International_Institutions_V3.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/GEF_EN_IEO_Work_Program_and_Budget_FY_27_May1.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/GEF_EN_IEO_Work_Program_and_Budget_FY_27_May1.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/GEF_EN_Evaluation_Policy_May_1.pdf
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(b) Authorizes the GEF Independent Evaluation Office to proceed with its dissemination 
and implementation. 

Decision 13/2026 Evaluation of GEF Sustainable Cities Program and Management Response 

1. The Council, having considered documents GEF/E/C.71/03, Evaluation of the GEF Sustainable 
Cities Program, and GEF/C.71/08, the Management Response, takes note of the related 
evaluation recommendations and endorses the management response to address them. 

Decision 14/2026 Evaluation of GEF Support to Marginalized Groups and Management 
Response 

1. The Council, having considered documents GEF/E/C.71/04, Evaluation of GEF Support to 
Marginalized Groups, and GEF/C.71/09, the Management Response, takes note of the related 
evaluation recommendations and endorses the management response to address them. 

Decision 15/2026 Lessons from Evaluating GEF Support for Policy Coherence and 
Management Response 

1. The Council, having considered documents GEF/E/C.71/05, Lessons from Evaluating GEF 
Support for Policy Coherence, and GEF/C.71/10, the Management Response, takes note of the 
related evaluation recommendations and endorses the management response to address 
them. 

Decision 16/2026  Draft Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) Between the Conference 
of the Parties to the Agreement under the United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine 
Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ 
Agreement) and the Council of the Global Environment Facility: 

1. The Council, having considered document GEF/C.71/12, Draft Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) Between the Conference of the Parties to the Agreement under the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of 
Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ Agreement) and the 
Council of the Global Environment Facility:  

(a) Invites Council Members to submit to the GEF Secretariat any comments that they 
may have on the draft memorandum of understanding by July 31, 2026;  

(b) Requests the GEF Secretariat to reflect Council Members' views in a revised draft 
memorandum of understanding, and transmit it to the Conference of the Parties to 

https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-04/GEF_EN_Evaluation_Sustainable_Cities_Report_Final.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-04/GEF_EN_Evaluation_Sustainable_Cities_Report_Final.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/EN_GEF.71.08_Management%20Response%20to%20Evaluation%20of%20GEF%20Sustainable%20Cities%20Program.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/GEF_EN_%20Eval_GEF_Support_Marginalized_Groups_final.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/GEF_EN_%20Eval_GEF_Support_Marginalized_Groups_final.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/EN_GEF.71.09_Management%20Response%20to%20Evaluation%20of%20GEF%20support%20to%20Marginalized%20Groups.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-04/GEF_Policy_Coherence_Report_Final.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-04/GEF_Policy_Coherence_Report_Final.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/EN_GEF.71.10_Management%20Response%20on%20Lessons%20from%20IEO%20Support%20for%20Policy%20Coherence.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/EN_GEF.C.71.12_MOU%20between%20BBNJ%20COP%20and%20GEF%20Council%20MOU_AH.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/EN_GEF.C.71.12_MOU%20between%20BBNJ%20COP%20and%20GEF%20Council%20MOU_AH.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/EN_GEF.C.71.12_MOU%20between%20BBNJ%20COP%20and%20GEF%20Council%20MOU_AH.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/EN_GEF.C.71.12_MOU%20between%20BBNJ%20COP%20and%20GEF%20Council%20MOU_AH.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/EN_GEF.C.71.12_MOU%20between%20BBNJ%20COP%20and%20GEF%20Council%20MOU_AH.pdf
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the BBNJ Agreement at its first meeting, through the interim secretariat for the BBNJ 
Agreement. 

Decision 17/2026 Report of the Selection and Review Committee 

1. The Council, having considered document GEF/C.71/11, Report of the Selection and Review 
Committee (SRC): 

(a) Agrees with the SRC’s assessment of the GEF CEO’s performance for Fiscal Year 26 
(July 1, 2025, to June 30, 2026) and its recommended performance rating. The World 
Bank will provide its standard salary increase, in accordance with the World Bank’s 
Merit Increase Matrix. The Council requests the SRC to communicate this decision to 
the World Bank Human Resource Department. 

(b) Agrees with the SRC’s assessment of the GEF IEO Director’s performance for Fiscal 
Year 26 (July 1, 2025, to June 30, 2026) and its recommended performance rating. The 
World Bank will provide the standard salary increase, in accordance with the World 
Bank’s Merit Increase Matrix. The Council requests the SRC to communicate this 
decision to the World Bank Human Resource Department. 

(c) Agrees with the proposed FY27 performance objectives for the GEF CEO and the IEO 
Director. 

Decision 18/2026 Report of the Selection and Review Committee on the Selection of GEF 
CEO/Chairperson 

1. The Council, having considered document GEF/C.71/14, Report of the Selection and Review 
Committee on the Selection of GEF CEO/Chairperson;  

(a) Takes note on the progress made by the SRC on the GEF CEO recruitment. 

(b) Decides that it will hold a virtual executive intersessional Council Meeting on July 30 
and 31, 2026 to interview the final three candidates, select and appoint the new 
CEO/Chairperson, and requests the SRC to share with Council the conduct of business, 
prior to the meeting. 

Decision 19/2026 Interim STAP Chairperson 

1. Consistent with Paragraph 6 of the Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel (STAP) Terms of 
Reference, the Council decides to appoint Mr. Edward Carr as the interim STAP Chairperson 
for a period of 12 months through to 30 June 2027. 

https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/EN.GEF_.71.14_Report%20of%20the%20Selection%20and%20Review%20Committee_1.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-05/EN.GEF_.71.14_Report%20of%20the%20Selection%20and%20Review%20Committee_1.pdf
https://cdn.unenvironment.org/stapgef/public/2021-07/STAP%20TORs%20revised%20-%20March%202012%20-%20final.pdf
https://cdn.unenvironment.org/stapgef/public/2021-07/STAP%20TORs%20revised%20-%20March%202012%20-%20final.pdf
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Decision 20/2026 Dates for the 72nd and 73rd Council Meetings 

1. The Council decides that it will hold its 72nd GEF Council the week commencing January 25, 
2027, at the Preston Auditorium in Washington DC in a hybrid format; and its 73rd meeting 
the week of June 14, 2027, at the Preston Auditorium, Washington, D.C in a hybrid format. 

Decision 21/2026 Co-Chairperson for the 72nd Council Meeting 

1. The Council decides to extend Mr. Richard Bontjer, Council Member for the Constituency of 
Australia, New Zealand, and Republic of Korea as Co-Chairperson until the 72nd GEF Council 
meeting, at which time a new Elected Co-Chairperson will be appointed. Regular Co-
Chairperson terms will resume at this time. 

Decision by Mail – June 2026 

Decision 22/2026 Preliminary Report to the 17th Session of the COP to the CBD 

1. The Council, having considered the Preliminary Report of the Global Environment Facility 
Presented to the Seventeenth Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, approves the report and requests the GEF Secretariat to transmit it to the 
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity. 

Decision 23/2026 Report to the 17th Session of the COP to the UNCCD 

1. The Council, having considered the Report of the Global Environment Facility to the 
Seventeenth Session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Conventions to 
Combat Desertification, approves the Report and requests the GEF Secretariat to transmit it 
to the Secretariat of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. 

Special Council Meeting – July 2026 

Decision 24/2026 Appointment of the GEF CEO and Chairperson 

1. The Council, having followed the procedures set out in Decision 1/2026, decides to appoint 
Mr. Diego Mesa Puyo as CEO and Chairperson of the Global Environment Facility for a four-
year term. The Council further authorizes the Selection and Review Committee to agree the 
start date with the appointed CEO, with such date to fall in the second half of 2026. 

https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-07/CBD_COP17_GEF_report_Council.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-07/CBD_COP17_GEF_report_Council.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-07/CBD_COP17_GEF_report_Council.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-07/UNCCD_COP17_GEF_report_Council.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-07/UNCCD_COP17_GEF_report_Council.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026-07/UNCCD_COP17_GEF_report_Council.pdf
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Decision by Mail – August 2026 

Decision 25/2026 Report to the 31st Meeting of the COP to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 

1. The Council, having considered the Report of the Global Environment Facility to the Thirty-
First Session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, approves the Report and requests the GEF Secretariat to transmit it to 
the Secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

Decision 26/2026 Report to the 17th Meeting of the COP to Convention on Biological 
Diversity 

1. The Council, having considered the Report of the Global Environment Facility Presented to 
the Seventeenth Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, 
approves the report and requests the GEF Secretariat to transmit it to the Secretariat of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity 
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