
Least Developed 
Countries Fund

Across 

5151 
countries

The Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF) was established in 2001 to support the 
climate adaptation efforts of Least Developed Countries, and serves as part of the 
financial mechanism of the UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement.

5,505
private sector 
companies engaged 
in adaptation and 
resilience action

LDCF IN NUMBERS

$2.47$2.47 
billion  

in funding

Expected results
For currently approved projects

44 of 46 Least Developed Countries  
accessed $756.59M $756.59M for 92 projects92 projects 
in GEF-8

Supporting 

446446  
projects

Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, 
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Central 
African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Djibouti,  
DR Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Kiribati, Lao PDR, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, 
Mauritania, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, 
Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Somalia, 
South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania, Timor Leste, 
Togo, Tuvalu, Uganda, Yemen, Zambia.

93.39M
direct beneficiaries

5.94M
people trained in 
adaptation strategies 
and measures

24.85M
hectares of land 
managed to 
withstand climate 
change

5,141
policies, plans, 
and processes 
developed or 
strengthened for 
adaptation

GEF-6 to GEF-8

GEF-6 to GEF-8

49% female

48% female

New indicator from GEF-8

*

* Inclusive of June 2026 work program 

GEF-9 initial cap of $20M per LDC



“The LDCF is not just a fund – it is a lifeline for the world’s most climate-
vulnerable nations. It delivers timely, predictable, and accessible support that 
empowers our communities to build resilience, safeguard livelihoods, and 
chart a path toward a more secure and sustainable future.”

	      – Evans Njewa, former chair of the Least Developed Countries (LDC) Group under the UNFCCC

Donors

www.thegef.org

Contributors since inception

Sovereign donors

August 2026

Sub-national donors

Areas of investment
Sectoral distribution since inception Total funding in millions of dollars
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Agriculture & sustainable livelihoods

Water resources management

Nature-based solutions

Climate information services

Infrastructure & transport

SMEs & private sector

Human health

Tourism

Energy

Enabling activities

29.0%

18.7%

14.9%

14.6%

7.4%

7.2%

4.0%

1.4%

1.0%

0.9%

0.4%

0.4%

Disaster risk management

Coastal zone management


