
GEF Investments in Land  
in Support of the UNCCD Agenda

GEF-8 Funds 245 Projects 
in 134 Countries to Deliver 
on the UNCCD Agenda

GEF-9 (2026-2030) 
As a financial mechanism to the 
United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD) since 2003, 
the Global Environment Facility (GEF) 
has provided $5.7 billion to 742 land 
degradation projects and programs in  
144 countries, leveraging an additional  
$37.6 billion in co-financing.

Results Achieved by GEF Projects 
from 2022 to 2025
15.2 million hectares of land  
and ecosystems under restoration

44.5 million hectares brought  
under sustainable land  
management (SLM)  
in production systems 

1,040 million metric  
tons of carbon dioxide  
equivalent mitigated

4.4 million people  
benefitted, including  
2.1 million women

Four Integrated  
Programs invested  
$724 million of GEF funds  
through child projects in  
80 countries. Flagship initiatives 
—the Great Green Wall Initiative, the Southern Africa 
Great Green Wall Accelerator, and the Central Asia 
Water and Land Nexus—in 33 countries combat land 
degradation, restore ecosystems, and strengthen 
drought resilience.

In GEF-8 alone, $23 million was invested through 
enabling activities to support the UNCCD 2026 national 
reporting process across 134 country parties.

The GEF is partnering with the Global Mechanism, 
UNEP, FAO, Trends.Earth (CI), UNDP, and WOCAT to help 
countries collect better information on the condition of 
their land, strengthen monitoring systems, and progress 
towards land degradation neutrality (LDN).

GEF-9 replenishment negotiations concluded with an initial pledge of 
$3.9 billion for the GEF Trust Fund, with 11.3% of funding allocated to 
the land degradation focal area (LDFA).

GEF-9 Land Degradation Focal Area 
Investments
Responding to UNCCD COP16 decisions and the GEF-9 programming 
directions, the LDFA work in 2026-2030 will focus on three 
programming objectives:

Sustain productive landscapes and livelihoods through SLM

Support implementation of ational drought plans and drought-
related policies through nature-based solutions

Promote fair land and water governance and strengthen enabling 
conditions through policy coherence, capacity building, and private 
sector engagement

GEF-9 Integrated Programming
LDFA investments are complemented by multi-focal area Integrated 
Programs, which address interlinked environmental challenges and 
generate global biodiversity, LDN, and climate change mitigation benefits. 
In GEF-9, four programs strongly align with the objectives of the UNCCD.

Drylands and Drought Management is a new program that enhances 
proactive drought management in dryland countries.

GEF-9 Partnerships and Collaboration
The GEF is a member of the steering committee of the Riyadh Global 
Drought Resilience Partnership and collaborates with the Drought 
Resilience Investment Facility to mobilize private and public finance 
for mitigating drought-related risks in the world’s most vulnerable 
countries. UNCCD’s Business for Land initiative serves as the main 
platform for GEF LDFA private sector engagement and partnership 
development.
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES

The GEF-9 programing directions send a clear 
message: investing in healthy land is investing 
in food security, climate resilience, biodiversity, 
water, jobs, and peace. The GEF will continue 
working with countries and partners to mobilize 
finance and deliver integrated solutions for 
people and the planet.

The GEF Family of Funds 
Coordinated financing through the GEF Trust Fund, the Least Developed 
Countries Fund, the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund, and the Special 
Climate Change Fund enables countries to address priority environmental 
challenges. 

Blended Finance  
Under GEF-9, blended finance will extend private sector engagement with 
a target of channeling 25% of GEF programming through blended finance 
structures. Using both non-grant instruments and grants (STAR and 
non-STAR), this approach will mobilize private investment alongside GEF 
funding to scale up action on land degradation and drought.

A Whole-of-Society Approach  
The GEF supports projects that are rooted in a people-centered, whole-
of-society approach, emphasizing the leadership, knowledge, and full 
participation of women, youth, Indigenous Peoples, and local communities. 
New targets allocate 20% of funding across all GEF strategic areas towards 
actions led by Indigenous Peoples and local communities. Another new 
target aims to direct 35% of resources to Least Developed Countries and 
Small Island Developing States.

As a financial mechanism for the UNCCD, the GEF supports policy 
coherence across the Rio Conventions, helping countries align investments 
and eliminate harmful subsidies related to desertification, land 
degradation, and drought while maximizing synergies.

GEF Investments in Rangelands 
and Pastoralist Communities
During the GEF-8 cycle, the GEF family of funds 
financed 149 projects with at least one component 
supporting rangelands, pastoralism, and pastoralist 
livelihoods. These projects invested approximately 
$926 million in GEF financing and leveraged $5.2 billion 
in co-financing.

Sustainable investments 
for large-scale rangeland 
restoration (STELARR)  

Rehabilitating and conserving 
the mountain landscapes in 
Khangai region of Mongolia for 
improved ecosystem services 
and community livelihoods 

GEF ID 10816

The STELARR project is implemented by IUCN and 
executed by the International Livestock Research 
Institute. STELARR aims to reverse rangeland 
degradation, reduce poverty, and secure livelihoods 
while benefiting women and youth. Since 2023, the 
project has partnered with the Sustainable Fibre 
Alliance to incentivize restoration investments and 
build certification schemes.

GEF ID 11114 

This project promotes community-based natural 
resource management across the Khangai 
mountain landscape while collaboratively restoring 
degraded lands. Implemented by FAO and executed 
by Mongolia’s Ministry of Environment and 
Tourism and the Wildlife Conservation Society, it is 
expected to restore 38,000 hectares of degraded 
land, improve the management practices of about 
740,000 hectares of land, and directly benefit 
14,500 people.

GEF COP reports: LDFA webpage:

www.thegef.org

08/2026


