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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. This report has been prepared by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) for submission to
the seventeenth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations Convention
to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). This is the tenth report prepared by the GEF to the COP in
accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding between the COP to the UNCCD and the
GEF Council. This is the eighth time the GEF is reporting since the GEF Instrument was amended
in 2010 to list the UNCCD among the Conventions for which the GEF serves as a financial
mechanism.

2. The report provides information on GEF activities in the GEF Land Degradation Focal Area
(LDFA) for the period of July 1, 2024 to April 15, 2026.1 The reporting period largely coincides
with the last two years of the Eighth GEF Replenishment Phase (GEF-8, from July 1, 2022 to June
30, 2026).

GEF Response to COP Decisions

3. During the period covered by this report, substantial progress was made in addressing the
decision taken at UNCCD COP 16, held in December 2024, on the Collaboration with the GEF. All
elements of the decision have been addressed. Details of the COP decision and actions taken by
the GEF are presented in Chapter 1 of this report.

LDFA Programming in the Reporting Period

4, During the reporting period, 68 projects were approved with funding from the LDFA and
other related funding windows of the GEF Trust Fund: six Enabling Activities, 15 LDFA stand-alone
projects, and 47 multifocal area (MFA) projects.

5. The total LDFA funding provided in the reporting period for all project types amounted to
$176.1 million: $20.5 million for UNCCD Enabling Activities; $47.7 million for stand-alone LDFA
projects; and $107.9 million for MFA projects.

6. The total GEF resources invested in these projects, including project financing, project
preparation grants (PPG), and agency fees, amounted to $451.7 million (see Table 1). The total
GEF project financing was $406.0 million. This leveraged $2,158.8 million in co-financing, with a
ratio of 1 to 5.3 for the reporting period.

7. LDFA resources programmed through MFA projects leveraged funding from other GEF
windows in a ratio of 1 to 2.6 to address multiple objectives. Of the total amount of $383.5 million

1 The report includes projects of the last GEF-8 work program, which was constituted on April 15, 2026 and
approved by the GEF Council at its 715 meeting on May 31, 2026.



of GEF resources on MFA projects, $107.9 million was funded by LDFA resources and $275.6
million by other focal areas and corporate programs of the GEF Trust Fund.

Table 1: GEF Trust Fund Financing in the Reporting Period (July 1, 2024 — April 15, 2026)

Number GEF Project Total GEF . 4
Project Type of Financing? Resources? Co-Fln'ar?cmg
Projects [$ million] [$ million] [$ million]
Enabling Activity 6 18.7 20.5 0.00
LDFA Stand-Alone 15 42.6 47.7 264.3
MFA total 47 344.7 383.5 1,894.5
Of which LDFA 96.6 107.9
financing
Of which financing 248.1 275.6
from other GEF Trust
Fund windows
Total LDFA financing in 157.9 176.1
all projects
Grand Total 68 406.0 451.7 2,158.8

8. The LDFA portfolio of 68 projects covers all UNCCD Annexes. $308.7 million of the total
amount programmed in the reporting period went directly to 55 national projects in 49 countries,
with the highest share of 26.9 percent programmed in Africa, followed by Asia with 21.4 percent,
and Latin America and the Caribbean with 15.4 percent. $143.0 million was programmed through
global and regional programs, which primarily included the umbrella projects for UNCCD Enabling
Activities and the Small Grants Programme (SGP).

9. The thematic priorities for investments in this reporting period were sustainable land
management (SLM) and restoration to implement voluntary land degradation neutrality (LDN)
targets, drought mitigation, and UNCCD Enabling Activities to support national reporting for the
2026 reporting cycle.

2 GEF Project Financing is resources provided to a GEF project to support its implementation. It does not include

PPGs or Agency Fees.

3 Total GEF resources include GEF project financing, approved PPGs, and all associated Agency Fees.

4 Co-financing means financing that is additional to GEF Project Financing, and that supports the implementation
of a GEF-financed project or program and the achievement of its objective(s). Please refer to GEF, 2018, Updated

Co-Financing Policy, Council Document GEF/C.54/10/Rev.01. Note that co-financing is a total figure which cannot
be associated with specific focal area resources in MFA projects.
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10. Eleven global and national projects specifically address drought, among other activities,
providing technical assistance and capacity-building to help implement the drought mitigation
strategies and actions outlined in national drought plans. These projects include drought-related
interventions in the following countries: Cameroon, Djibouti, Honduras, Marshall Islands,
Pakistan, Sudan, Syria, Tanzania, and Tirkiye.

Multi-Trust Fund Projects

11. Seven multi-trust fund (MTF) projects were approved with resources from the Least
Developed Countries Fund (LDCF) and the Special Climate Change Fund (SCCF) in the reporting
period. The LDCF provided $30.9 million and the SCCF $9.0 million, which was invested in
conjunction with the GEF Trust Fund resources in LDFA projects.

Cumulative Achievements of GEF-8 Programming

12. The GEF-8 Replenishment achieved a record level of $5.33 billion for the GEF Trust Fund.
Of this amount, $618.4 million was allocated to the LDFA in GEF-8 period, of which $600.4 million
was programmed from July 1, 2022 to April 15, 2026. This represents an LDFA utilization
percentage of 97.1 percent, which is the highest among all five Focal Areas of the GEF. The LDFA
programming is fully on track, and it is anticipated that the LDFA will be fully programmed by the
end of GEF-8 (June 2026).

13. The LDFA investments of $600.4 million were programmed in conjunction with a total
amount of $1,370.3 million of MFA investments funded by other Focal Areas, the Blended
Finance Program and the SGP. A total amount of $1,970.7 million was made available by the GEF
Trust Fund for 245 projects related to SLM in support of implementing the UNCCD agenda in GEF-
8.

14. An amount of $457.7 million was allocated in the System for Transparent Allocation of
Resources (STAR), which has been fully programmed.

15. Of the resources set aside from STAR, $98.9 million was used for incentivizing countries
participating in GEF-8 Integrated Programs and to contribute to the funding of the global
coordination projects of the Integrated Programs. $26.6 million was set aside for global and
regional projects to promote cross-cutting thematic issues such as innovation, land tenure,
gender mainstreaming, capacity-building, and knowledge exchange in the context of the LDFA
strategic objectives, of which $19.7 million had been utilized as of April 15, 2026. The $23.0
million set aside specifically for Enabling Activities was fully utilized.



Portfolio Monitoring and Evaluation

16. The GEF Monitoring Reports for 2024° and 2025° found that the share of LDFA projects
rated in the satisfactory range for project implementation and outcomes was comparable to
other GEF Focal Areas in both years. In 2024, 86 percent of LDFA projects were rated moderately
satisfactory or higher regarding implementation progress and 88 percent in terms of outcomes.
In 2025, these figures remained stable at 88 percent and 85 percent respectively, which confirms
that projects show overall good implementation progress and are on track to achieve the planned
outcomes. Both monitoring reports confirm that avoiding and reducing land degradation,
restoring ecosystems, and enhancing drought resilience are key priorities of the GEF. During the
reporting period, an additional area of 7.8 million hectares (ha) of land and ecosystems were
brought under restoration, and 39.9 million ha of landscapes were placed under SLM in
production systems, bringing the respective cumulative totals to 15.2 million ha of land under
restoration and 44.5 million ha of land under sustainable management. In total, 4.4 million
people benefitted from these investments, of which 2.1 million were women.

17. The Independent Evaluation Office (IEO) published the Eighth Comprehensive Evaluation
of the GEF in November 2025, including a chapter on the LDFA.” The evaluation confirms that
“GEF-8 Programming Directions emphasize drought management, including support for national
drought plans and land degradation neutrality targets.” The evaluation attests that “GEF
interventions historically demonstrated strong alignment with national and regional land
management priorities and international environmental commitments. This includes
commitments under the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
framework. Many GEF-funded projects are strategically designed to complement national action
plans, embedding land degradation control efforts with broader sustainable development
agendas.”

18. The IEO also conducted the first comprehensive Evaluation of GEF Support to Food
Systems.® The evaluation covered the five GEF food system programs from GEF-6 to GEF-8 and
their 84 child projects, along with 21 stand-alone food system projects included for comparison.
Collectively, the programs accounted for $822.0 million in GEF financing and more than $6.0
billion in co-financing. The IEO findings confirm the relevance of GEF support to address global
environmental challenges. Projects under these programs have focused on addressing land
degradation, deforestation, and biodiversity loss. The programs have contributed to reducing the
significant financing gaps for sustainable food systems transformation. The GEF food systems
programs have generated important food production and socioeconomic outcomes, including
benefits for women, youth, and vulnerable groups. Furthermore, they have engaged the private

5 GEF, 2024, The GEF Monitoring Report. Council Document GEF/C.68/03.

6 GEF, 2025, The GEF Monitoring Report. Council Document GEF/C.70/02.

7 |EO, 2025, Eight Comprehensive Evaluation of the GEF. Council Document GEF/E/C.70/01.
8 IEO, 2025, Evaluation of GEF Food Systems Programs. Council Document GEF/E/C.70/02.
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sector in multiple ways, ranging from global commodity supply chain initiatives to localized
market interventions.

Cross-Cutting Issues

19. The GEF engages with partnerships and initiatives in a concerted effort to support the
implementation of national drought plans and other drought-related policies, especially
strengthening early warning, preparedness, mitigation and recovery, rehabilitation and
monitoring systems, and capacity-building. The GEF participated in the inaugural conference of
the Riyadh Global Drought Resilience Partnership (RGDRP) hosted by the UNCCD Secretariat in
Cologne, June 23-24, 2025. The conference marked a significant step in the establishment of the
RGDRP’s strategic, operational, and governance frameworks. The GEF was selected as a member
of the Steering Committee of the Partnership, which will facilitate the GEF’s engagement with
the RGDRP in establishing operational procedures and shaping an investment pipeline that can
be aligned and create synergies with GEF-9 financing related to drought.

20. The GEF-8 LDFA strategy focuses on three areas for private sector engagement: (i) farmers’
and small-scale agribusiness enterprises’ access to credit, (ii) technical assistance and capacity-
building, and (iii) whole value chains for agricultural commodities. During the reporting period,
the GEF increased its engagement with the Business for Land Initiative (B4L) through participation
in B4L strategy development and the B4L strategic workshop held in Berlin, Germany in
September 2025. As part of the GEF’s private sector engagement strategic approach, the B4L will
serve as the main platform for GEF private sector engagement and partnership development for
the LDFA. This will include collaboration with the Drought Resilience Investment Facility (DRIF),
which marks a major step in sustainable finance and unlocking private sector action in addressing
drought.

21. The GEF has placed civil society organizations (CSO) at the heart of its approach to LDN.
Rooted in a whole-of-society philosophy, GEF-8 continues and deepens the investments made in
previous Replenishment cycles to ensure that CSOs are not mere observers in international
processes but active contributors shaping policy, mobilizing resources, and driving on-the-ground
impact. In this reporting period, several projects involved CSOs in project execution.

22. The GEF-8 LDFA strategy integrates gender equality and women’s empowerment into its
programming by aligning itself with the UNCCD Gender Action Plan® and associated guidelines?®.
Project and program design embed gender equality and women’s empowerment measures in
project components and are accompanied by gender action plans. Almost all projects approved
in this reporting period set the target for women project beneficiaries to 50 percent, with some
up to 60-70 percent. Projects have included gender-responsive measures in land use and
governance planning, finance and market access, knowledge and communication, and in

9 https://www.unccd.int/resources/publications/gender-action-plan

10 https://www.unced.int/resources/publications/manual-gender-responsive-land-degradation-neutrality-
transformative-projects
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monitoring and evaluation. Several projects explicitly prioritized actions that promote women'’s
leadership and agency through dedicated financial and capacity-building support in climate-
resilient, natural resource-based livelihoods, leadership in cooperatives, and ensuring women's
land tenure and resource rights and roles in value chains.

23. The GEF has continued to advance youth participation across the UNCCD, supporting the
meaningful engagement of young people and civil society actors in LDN-related processes. During
the reporting period, the GEF Secretariat actively collaborated with the UNCCD Youth Caucus to
ensure that youth perspectives were reflected in GEF-supported processes and broader UNCCD
dialogues. Youth representatives participated in expanded constituency workshops in Western
and Eastern Africa, Latin America, and the Pacific, facilitating direct engagement with national
focal points, partners, and the GEF Secretariat on land degradation, restoration, and SLM
priorities, among others.

Conclusions and Outlook to the GEF-9 Replenishment Cycle

24, Activities and progress during the reporting period attest to the continued importance
and relevance of the GEF’s role as the financial mechanism of the UNCCD. The GEF-8 strategy has
been further aligned to support implementation of the UNCCD agenda by including drought
mitigation into the goal statement of the LDFA. Programming through the Focal Area objectives
and GEF-8 Integrated Programs is guiding projects towards the generation of multiple benefits
and successfully creating synergies with other Convention goals and objectives.

25. The findings, results, and lessons learned presented in this report have informed the GEF-
9 Programming Directions,!! including the LDFA strategy in the upcoming GEF-9 cycle (July 2026
to June 2030).

26. At the Fourth Meeting of the Participants to the GEF-9 Replenishment, donor countries
pledged an initial amount of $3.9 billion for GEF-9, in a powerful demonstration of commitment
to meeting international environmental goals through multilateral cooperation. > Further
pledges in support of a robust GEF-9 are expected and will be reported on the GEF website in due
course under this link. A notional scenario for the allocation of GEF-9 resources is part of the
replenishment documents.'3

11 GEF, 2026: GEF-9 Programming Directions. GEF Council Document GEF/C.71/02/Rev.02.
12 GEF, April 9, 2026: Press release.

13 GEF, 2026: GEF-9 Programming Scenarios and Global Environmental Benefits Targets. GEF Council Document
GEF/R.09/21.
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INTRODUCTION

Purpose of the Report

1.

This report has been prepared by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) for submission to

the seventeenth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations Convention
to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). This is the tenth report prepared by the GEF to the COP in
accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding between the COP to the UNCCD and the
GEF Council. This is the eighth time the GEF is reporting since the GEF Instrument was amended
in 2010 to list the UNCCD among the Conventions for which the GEF serves as a financial
mechanism. The Land Degradation Focal Area (LDFA) is the main GEF window for investing in
projects and programs to combat land degradation, desertification, and drought, and directly
supports the implementation of the UNCCD.

2.

The report is structured as follows:

Chapter 1 presents details of the COP decisions and progress with responses and actions
taken by the GEF.

Chapter 2 has an analysis of the GEF project and program portfolio for the LDFA, covering
the period from July 1, 2024 to April 15, 2026.1% The reporting period largely coincides
with the last two years of the Eighth GEF Replenishment Phase (GEF-8, from July 1, 2022
to June 30, 2026). Details of programming trends are presented for stand-alone and
multifocal area (MFA) projects by Focal Area objectives and for the five regional UNCCD
Annexes. Further, it provides an overview of resources provided by the Small Grants
Programme (SGP) and the Blended Finance Program under the GEF Trust Fund.

Chapter 3 outlines MTF projects that program LDFA resources provided through the GEF
Trust Fund jointly with resources from the Least Developed Country Fund (LDCF) and/or
the Special Climate Change Fund (SCCF).

Chapter 4 provides the cumulative results of programming of LDFA resources in GEF-8,
including utilization of the System for Transparent Allocation of Resources (STAR), LDFA
set-asides, and financing for Enabling Activities under the UNCCD.

Chapter 5 sets out the Focal Area portfolio monitoring and assessment and presents
progress towards targets and implementation results in GEF-8.

Finally, Chapter 6 highlights lessons learned from portfolio implementation and discusses
cross-cutting issues of CSO and youth engagement, private sector engagement, and
gender equality.

Three annexes list the projects (including implementing agency, financing arrangements,
and Focal Area objectives) and briefly describe them.

14 The report includes projects of the last GEF-8 work program, constituted on April 15, 2026 and approved by the
GEF Council at its 71t meeting on May 31, 2026.



Goals and Objectives of the Land Degradation Focal Area in GEF-8

3. The GEF-8 Programming Directions, including the allocations of resources, set forth
therein were endorsed by the GEF Council during its 62" meeting in June 2022.%°

4, The goal of the GEF LDFA is to avoid, reduce, and reverse land degradation, desertification
and mitigate the effects of drought. The LDFA strategy is fully in line with the UNCCD Strategic
Framework 2018 — 2030 which has the vision “for a future that avoids, minimizes, and reverses
desertification/land degradation and mitigates the effects of drought in affected areas at all
levels and strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral world consistent with the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, within the scope of the Convention”, by supporting all five
Strategic Objectives and the implementation of voluntary LDN targets that countries have set.

5. The LDFA strategy!® in GEF-8 has four programming objectives and one objective to
support countries to report to the UNCCD through Enabling Activities:

- LD-1: Avoid and reduce land degradation through sustainable land management (SLM),
- LD-2: Reverse land degradation through landscape restoration,

- LD-3: Address desertification, land degradation, and drought (DLDD) issues, particularly
in drylands,

- LD-4: Improve the enabling policy and instrumental framework for land degradation
neutrality (LDN), and

- LD-EA: Support countries to fulfil obligations to the Convention, focusing on reporting and
formulation of national strategies and plans.

6. LDFA investments focus on addressing the drivers of land degradation in production
landscapes where agricultural, forestry, and rangeland management practices underpin the
livelihoods of rural communities, smallholder farmers, and pastoralists. LDFA projects and
programs promote innovative interventions that can be scaled to maximize global benefits for
the environment and simultaneously address the issues of local livelihoods and poverty.

7. A specific emphasis in GEF-8 is placed on SLM in drylands addressing DLDD issues in
drought-prone ecosystems and populations. GEF investments support the implementation of
relevant aspects of national drought plans and other drought-related activities based on
countries’ demand and within the GEF’'s mandate to generate global environmental benefits.

8. By adopting an integrated approach to natural resources management, the LDFA drives
an agenda for multiple global environmental benefits, including those related to the conservation
and sustainable use of biodiversity, climate change mitigation, and the sustainable use of

15 GEF, 2022, Summary of Negotiations of the Eighth Replenishment of the GEF Trust Fund. Council Document
GEF/C.62/03

16 GEF, 2022, GEF-8 Programming Directions. Council Document GEF/R.08/29/Rev.01
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transboundary watersheds. In this regard, joint programming with other GEF Focal Areas is being
actively pursued in MFA projects and programs, especially in GEF-8 Integrated Programs.’

9. The GEF-8 Programming Directions include 11 Integrated Programs, which collectively
address major drivers of environmental degradation and/or deliver multiple benefits across the
many thematic dimensions the GEF is mandated to deliver. The thematic scope and geographical
coverage of the programs are consistent with global aspirations for development pathways that
are nature-positive, climate-neutral, and pollution free towards living in harmony with nature.
Many of the priorities are making use of existing global or regional platforms that allow the GEF
to better crowd-in other stakeholders, including the private sector, enhance knowledge sharing
and learning, and ensure a more effective use of GEF resources. Nine out of the 11 Integrated
Programs have relevance for achieving the goal and objectives of the LDFA and include a varying
level of LDFA funding based on countries’ choice to participate in those programs by utilizing their
LDFA STAR allocation.

10. In the context of integrated programming, it is noted that the GEF-8 Policy Directions®®
include the further evolution of the STAR towards full flexibility for countries in how the
allocations for the Land Degradation, Biodiversity, and Climate Change Focal Areas are
programmed. Allocations for the three STAR Focal Areas are fully fungible and may be
programmed towards the different Focal Area objectives of the three STAR Focal Areas and
flexibly utilized within the Integrated Programs.

11. GEF-8 LDFA relevant corporate targets'® are: i) 85 million hectares (ha) of landscapes
under SLM; ii) 10 million ha of area of land restored; and iii) 1,850 million metric tons of
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions mitigated. All GEF Focal Areas and Integrated Programs
contribute to the achievement of these targets. Furthermore, the number of beneficiaries in all
GEF projects and programs is monitored, disaggregated by gender.

CHAPTER 1: GEF RESPONSE TO COP DECISIONS

12. During the reporting period, substantial progress was made in responding to the decision
taken at UNCCD COP 16, held in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in December 2024, on
Collaboration with the GEF.?° Details of the decision and progress with responses and actions
taken by the GEF are presented in Table 2.

17 https://www.thegef.org/what-we-do/topics/integrated-programs

18 GEF 2022, GEF-8 Policy Directions: The Enabling Environment for Transformation. Council Document
GEF/R.08/31

19 GEF, 2022, GEF-8 Programming Scenarios and Global Environmental Benefits Targets. Council Document
GEF/R.08/30

20 https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2025-03/9-cop16.pdf
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Table 2: The GEF Response to UNCCD Decision 9/COP.16

UNCCD COP 16 Decision 9

GEF Response

Takes note of the report of the Global Environment
Facility to the Conference of the Parties at its sixteenth
session on the activities of the Global Environment
Facility as they relate to sustainable land management
for the period 1 January 2022 to 30 June 2024, as
published on the Global Environment Facility website
and referred to in document ICCD/CRIC(22)/4;

Noted. The website link for the report of the
GEF to COP 16 is included for ease of
reference:
https://www.thegef.org/documents/gef-
report-unccd-copl6

Welcomes the increased focus on land-based actions
implemented through the Global Environment
Facility’s integrated programmes, and the Land
Degradation Focal Area Strategy’s emphasis on people
in vulnerable situations such as women, children,
youth, Indigenous Peoples, local communities and
traditional communities, and calls on the Global
Environment Facility to continue to provide
opportunities for enhanced synergies among all focal
areas through multifocal area programming;

Noted with appreciation.

Notes with appreciation the implementation of Multi- | Noted.

Trust Fund projects to achieve a higher impact and co-

benefits;

Encourages the Global Environment Facility and the | The GEF remains firmly committed to

Global Mechanism to mobilize new and additional
financial resources by further collaborating with
multilateral funds, including the Green Climate Fund,
the Adaptation Fund, and the Climate Investment
Funds, thereby addressing issues of joint interest for
the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification;

deepening complementarity, coherence, and
collaboration with the multilateral climate
funds (MCFs), including the Green Climate
Fund (GCF), the Adaptation Fund, the Climate
Investment Funds, and recently the Fund for
Responding to Loss and Damage. The GEF has
played a leading role in advancing a
structured partnership framework, including
a detailed joint action plan presented to the
GEF Council in June 2024. This action plan
builds on the Long-Term Vision on
Complementarity and Collaboration in place
between the GCF and the GEF since 2021.
Regular progress reports on both these
endeavors continue to be published ahead of
GEF Council meetings. This includes yearly
progress reports on the Long-Term Vision as
well as semestrial updates on MCF
collaboration reported to the GEF Council as
part of the Report on Relations with the
Conventions _and  other International
Institutions.
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GEF investments will seek to further
strengthen  synergies and  maximize
complementarities with programming by the
MCFs, leveraging the comparative
advantages of the GEF model, including its
predictability, high concessionality, and its
unique ability to program resources for
multiple environmental benefits.

GEF funding is intended to complement
resources deployed by other providers of
climate related finance, including the MCFs.
Investments structured in the context of
shared investment plans and country-led
investment platforms will be encouraged.

Invites the Global Environment Facility to strengthen
its support for countries in programming Land
Degradation Focal Area resources to combat
desertification, land degradation, and drought and
achieve their voluntary land degradation neutrality
targets, including in the context of land degradation
neutrality transformative projects and programmes;

GEF-8 LDFA programming supported
countries in addressing desertification, land
degradation, and drought issues, fully aligned
with the LDN concept to support countries to
achieve their voluntary land degradation
neutrality targets. As contained in this report
to COP 17, the GEF has provided substantial
support through 68 approved projects,
including six Enabling Activities, 15 LDFA
stand-alone projects, and 47 MFA projects
totaling $451.7 million in funding and
$2,158.8 million in leveraged co-financing.
The upcoming GEF-9 programming strategy
for July 2026 — June 2030 continues this
support to countries by maintaining the focus

of LDFA  activities on addressing
desertification, land degradation, and
drought.

Requests the Global Environment Facility and invites
its implementing agencies to support Parties in
meeting their reporting obligations in a timely
manner;

Funding support available in GEF-8 was
$120,000 per eligible country, inclusive of GEF
agency fees. The funding was made available
two vyears prior to the 2026 reporting
deadlines to allow sufficient time for Parties
to collect and analyze the necessary data. In
preparation for the 2026 reporting process,
funding requests were received by GEF
Operational Focal Points through 134 letters
of endorsement submitted by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) and the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) through five
umbrella projects for funding. All five
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umbrella projects including 134 Parties were
approved between March and September
2025. Disbursements are ongoing. As of April
16, 2026, FAO and UNEP entered into
contractual agreements and disbursed
funding to 99 of the 134 Parties.

Welcomes with appreciation the efforts of the Global
Environment Facility to streamline its project cycle and
progress made in this regard, which aims to further
simplify and accelerate the access of developing
countries, especially small island developing States
and least developed countries, to the resources of the
Global Environment Facility, and encourages the
Global Environment Facility to pursue these efforts so
as to improve its operational effectiveness;

Noted with appreciation. The GEF continues
its streamlining efforts in the context of the
ongoing Working Group on the Streamlining
Process, which provides regular updates on
its progress to the GEF Council. Future plans
for streamlining in GEF-9 are contained in the
Policy Directions for GEF-9.

Recognizing the role of the Group on Earth
Observations Land Degradation Neutrality Flagship
initiative in supporting countries to improve national
reporting, access necessary data sets and tools to
prioritize interventions, and monitor outcomes so as
to better manage land; noting the need and potential
for scaling up requests to the Global Environment
Facility to support the Group on Earth Observations
Land Degradation Neutrality Flagship initiative in their
efforts; and encourages the Global Environment
Facility to look into further support;

GEF support to the Group on Earth
Observations Land Degradation Neutrality
(GEO LDN) Flagship initiative is based on
countries demand, with several countries
including those requests in their project
proposals. The GEF will collaborate further
with the GEO LDN to explore additional
support. Two initial meetings were held with
GEO LDN and further discussions are planned
at the outset of GEF-9.

Welcomes with appreciation the Global Environment
Facility’s encouragement to project implementing and
executing agencies to use the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification-designated
World Overview of Conservation Approaches and
Technologies database, as appropriate, especially in
projects applying sustainable land management
practices, and invites the Global Environment Facility
to enhance knowledge-sharing, capacity-building, and
the dissemination of sustainable land management
best practices;

The GEF and the World Overview of
Conservation Approaches and Technologies
(WOCAT) have collaborated towards
improving the visibility of SLM (SLM)
practices documented through GEF-

funded programs and projects by
establishing a direct link on the main
interface of the WOCAT Global SLM

Database (https://wocat.net/en/database/ )
to facilitate direct access to GEF-associated
practices. To promote the Global SLM
Database and its use in future GEF project
design, online workshops for the FAO GEF
Unit and United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) teams were held and a
guidance note produced. To close geographic
gaps in the database, countries were
identified to be supported in submitting their
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SLM practices, focusing on small island
developing States (SIDS).

Notes with appreciation the Global Environment
Facility’s support for the Great Green Wall of the
Sahara and the Sahel Initiative, and requests
continued Global Environment Facility support and
partnership engagement;

The GEF will continue to provide support for
the Great Green Wall of the Sahara and the
Sahel Initiative (GGWI) through the
implementation of its ongoing programs and
projects and based on future demands of the
countries. Further, the GEF continues to
engage with partners, namely through the
UNCCD Great Green Wall Accelerator and
through engagement with the private sector.

Also notes with appreciation the Global Environment
Facility’s upstream engagement with key partners,
including the Southern African Development
Community in support of the Southern Africa Great
Green Wall Initiative, and requests continued Global
Environment Facility support and partnership
engagement;

The GEF will continue to engage with the
Southern African Development Community in
support of the Southern Africa Great Green
Wall Initiative and its relevant partners, based
on their ownership of the initiative and
demand-based requests made to the GEF
through project submissions. The medium-
size project “Southern Africa Great Green
Wall Accelerator” (GEFID 12088) has been
submitted by the African Development Bank
and is currently under review with the goal to
approve the project within GEF-8.

Takes note of (i) the Global Environment Facility’s
efforts to align the Land Degradation Focal Area
Strategy under the eighth replenishment of the Global
Environment Facility with the 2018-2030 Strategic
Framework of the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification; and (i) the Global
Environment Facility’s enhanced attention to drought
mitigation and adaptation, and invites the Global
Environment Facility to strengthen its efforts in this
regard to enable countries to address their
desertification, land degradation and drought
priorities, in particular through sustainable Iland
management, integrated and transboundary water
resource management, drought resilience and the
restoration of degraded lands;

Noted with appreciation. The GEF has further
strengthened its efforts in the context of its
GEF-9 Programming Directions. The topic of
drought resilience is emphasized in the LDFA
strategy, complemented by a dedicated
Integrated Program on drylands and drought
management in GEF-9. The program will help
countries and communities to better prepare
for, monitor and assess, mitigate, and
respond to the cascading effects of drought.

Notes that the Land Degradation Focal Area Strategy
under the eighth replenishment of the Global
Environment Facility, within its mandate, continues to
give countries the opportunity to implement their
national drought plans and other drought-related
policies, and requests the Global Environment Facility,
within its mandate, to continue to support the

The GEF has supported four countries in the
implementation of their national drought
plans as an element of national projects. It
further engages with 13 countries in
stocktaking of their national drought plans. A
total of 40 countries participated in various
related capacity-building activities in the
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implementation of the national drought plans and
other drought-related policies, especially
strengthening early warning, preparedness, mitigation
and recovery, rehabilitation and monitoring systems,
and capacity-building;

context of Enabling Activities. Further, in this
reporting period, 10 countries have
programmed GEF resources towards LD-3
objective on DLDD (see Chapter 2: GEF
Support to Improving Drought Resilience).

Invites the Global Environment Facility, under its ninth
replenishment, considering the increased frequency
and severity of drought, which poses a global
challenge in the context of climate change, to
prioritize the allocation of resources to proactive
drought management to support Parties in the
implementation of their actions;

Noted. The GEF-9 Programming Directions
emphasize proactive drought management,
addressing drought-prone ecosystems and
vulnerable populations through (i) LDFA
objective 2: “Support implementation of
national drought plans and other drought-
related policies” and (ii) a Drylands and
Drought Management Integrated Program.
The program has a dedicated funding envelop
and will engage in close collaboration with
other existing global platforms such as the
Riyadh Global Drought Resilience Partnership
(RGDRP) and enhance co-financing
opportunities through other partnerships and
new funds, e.g. the Drought Resilience
Investment Facility (DRIF).

Encourages the Global Environment Facility to
continue its efforts to harness opportunities for
leveraging synergies (i) among the Rio conventions
and other relevant environmental agreements,
observing their respective mandates and goals; as well
as (ii) with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, at the implementation level, including
by encouraging collaboration among the national focal
points of the Global Environment Facility, as well as of
the Rio conventions and other relevant environmental
agreements;

The GEF continues to harness opportunities
for leveraging synergies among the Rio
Conventions primarily  through the
implementation of its Integrated Programs. In
addition, the project Strengthening Rio
Synergies: Aligning Climate, Biodiversity and
Land Policy & Finance through Food Systems
(GEFID 12321) is currently being developed.
The GEF also pays attention to the inclusion
of all relevant national focal points in the
planning, design, and implementation of its
projects and programs as well as in
knowledge sharing and capacity-building
initiatives in the context of the GEF country
support program.

Invites the Global Environment Facility and its
implementing agencies to continue to promote and
take into account the co-benefits of sustainable land
and water management approaches, in particular
innovative practices such as agroecology and
agroforestry;

The GEF and its implementing agencies place
high emphasis on sustainable land and water
management approaches, in particular
innovative practices such as agroecology and
agroforestry as evidenced, for example in the
LDFA strategy (paragraph 377), in the GEF-9
Programming Directions, and will continue to
do so.

Commends the continued attention paid by the Global
Environment Facility to policy coherence in the field of

The GEF is striving to enhance policy
coherence through its mainstreaming into
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desertification, land degradation and drought, and
invites the Global Environment Facility to continue to
track progress on policy coherence;

projects and programs and has recently
outlined the approach and action areas for
this work.

Encourages the Global Environment Facility to
consider, upon request, projects that support Parties
in reviewing public expenditures, incentives and
investments, and to support public policies and
investments that decrease land degradation, combat
desertification, and build resilience to drought, in a
nationally determined manner;

The GEF welcomes such requests and will
consider them when they are submitted as
project proposals.

Calls for a robust ninth replenishment of the Global
Environment Facility with an increase in the allocation
dedicated to desertification, land degradation and
drought;

Noted. Initial figures for GEF-9 Replenishment
have been communicated here. As of April 9,
2026, Donors to the GEF Trust Fund have
pledged an initial amount of $3.9 billion for
the GEF-9 cycle. Additional pledges are
expected and will be communicated on the
GEF website in due course. While the overall
share of allocation to the LDFA in GEF-9
remains approximately at the same level
(GEF-8: 11.6%, GEF-9: 11.3%), the Rio Marker
target for Land Degradation has been
increased from 50% in GEF-8 to 60% in GEF-9,
with the aim to increase the flow of allocated
resources towards desertification, land
degradation and, drought.

Invites the Global Environment Facility to report on
the implementation of this decision as part of its next
report to the Conference of the Parties at its
seventeenth session.

Please refer to this report.
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CHAPTER 2: STATUS OF GEF LAND DEGRADATION FOCAL AREA PORTFOLIO

Programming in the Reporting Period

13. During the reporting period, 68 projects were approved with funding from the GEF Trust
Fund: 65 LDFA projects, two Blended Finance projects, and one project funded under the
innovation window. The total number of 68 projects includes six Enabling Activities, 15 LDFA
stand-alone projects, and 47 MFA projects. The total GEF resources invested in these projects
amount to $451.7 million (see Table 3).

Table 3: LDFA Project Financing from the GEF Trust Fund in the Reporting Period
(July 1, 2024 - April 15, 2026)

Number GEF Project Total GEF . .
Project Type of Financing® Resources?? Co-Fma'IT'cmg
Projects [$ million] [$ million] [$ million]
Enabling Activity 6 18.7 20.5 0.00
LDFA Stand-Alone 15 42.6 47.7 264.3
MFA total 47 344.7 383.5 1,894.5
Of which LDFA 96.6 107.9
financing
Of which financing 248.1 275.6
from other GEF Trust
Fund windows
Total LDFA financing in 157.9 176.1
all projects
Grand Total 68 406.0 451.7 2,158.8

14. Table 3 shows that $20.5 million of LDFA resources were utilized for UNCCD Enabling
Activities, $47.7 million for stand-alone LDFA projects, and $107.9 million within MFA projects.
The total LDFA funding provided in the reporting period for all project types amounts to $176.1
million.

21 GEF Project Financing is resources provided to a GEF project to support its implementation. It does not include
PPGs or Agency Fees.

22 Total GEF resources include GEF project financing, approved PPGs, and all associated Agency Fees.

23 Co-financing means financing that is additional to GEF Project Financing, and that supports the implementation
of a GEF-financed project or program and the achievement of its objective(s). Please refer to GEF, 2018, Updated
Co-Financing Policy, Council Document GEF/C.54/10/Rev.01. Note that co-financing is a total figure which cannot
be associated with specific focal area resources in MFA projects.
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15. The total GEF project financing of $406.0 million leveraged $2,158.8 million in co-
financing, with a ratio of 1 to 5.3 for the reporting period. This is slightly lower than the aspiration
set for an overall co-financing ratio of 1 to 7 for the entire GEF-8 portfolio. However, it is noted
that the co-financing ratio in the last reporting period, at 1 to 8.8, was higher than the target,
bringing the total LDFA co-financing ratio for GEF-8 to 1 to 8.0.

16. $107.9 million, or 61.2 percent of LDFA resources, was utilized through 47 MFA projects
that combine LDFA resources with resources from the GEF’s other Focal Areas of Biodiversity,
Climate Change, International Waters, Chemicals and Waste, and the SGP. The MFA projects
amount to $383.5 million of GEF resources, of which $107.9 million was funded by LDFA
resources and $275.6 million by other Focal Areas and corporate programs of the GEF Trust Fund.
That means that LDFA resources programmed through MFA projects leveraged funding from
other GEF windows in a ratio of 1 to 2.6 to address multiple objectives.

Table 4: Multifocal Area Programming in the Reporting Period

MEA Percentage of
Focal Area / Programs Programming MFA ]
($ Million) programming
on total [%]
Land Degradation 107.9 28.2
Biodiversity 133.3 34.8
Climate Change 56.4 14.7
International Waters 1.7 0.4
Chemicals & Waste 8.5 2.2
Small Grants Programme 57.7 15.0
Blended Finance Program 18.0 4.7
Grand Total 383.5 100
17. Table 4 shows the contributions of the individual Focal Areas and global programs to the

total amount of MFA programming. The Biodiversity Focal Area is the largest contributor with
$133.3 million, followed by the LDFA with $107.9 million, Climate Change with $56.4 million,
Chemicals and Waste with $8.5 million, and International Waters with $1.7 million. The SGP
contributes a significant amount of $57.7 million through MFA programs (for details see SGP
section of this report). The Blended Finance Program contributes $18.0 million to MFA
programming.

18. It is noted that in the current reporting period, no further investments of LDFA resources
were made into the GEF-8 Integrated Programs. As reported in the GEF report to UNCCD COP 16,
the LDFA contributed $262.6 million to GEF-8 Integrated Programs, which is 15.8 percent of the
$1.6 billion total funding envelope of the Integrated Programs.?*

24 GEF, 2024, GEF Report to UNCCD COP 16.
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19. Four Integrated Programs can be considered highly relevant for the LDFA: (i) Food
Systems, (ii) Ecosystem Restoration, (iii) Blue and Green Islands, and (iv) Critical Forest Biomes.
These programs are now all under implementation, addressing major drivers of environmental
degradation, promoting LDN, catalyzing the transformation to sustainable food systems,
generating multiple environmental and socio-economic benefits through the restoration of
degraded land, applying nature-based solutions at scale that support socio-economic
development, and investing in the conservation and effective governance of critical forest biomes
that sustain the health of the planet and flow of vital ecosystem services.

Programming by Focal Area Objectives

20. The LDFA strategy for GEF-8 (2022-2026) includes four programming objectives and one
objective to support countries to report to the UNCCD through Enabling Activities:

- LD-1: Avoid and reduce land degradation through sustainable land management (SLM),
- LD-2: Reverse land degradation through landscape restoration,

- LD-3: Address desertification, land degradation, and drought (DLDD) issues, particularly
in drylands,

- LD-4: Improve the enabling policy and institutional framework for land degradation
neutrality (LDN), and

- LD-EA: Support countries to fulfil obligations to the Convention, focusing on reporting and
formulation of national strategies and plans.

21. Projects may address one or more of these objectives, each with dedicated financing
amounts, and countries decide on their programming priorities based on national strategies and
plans, specific contexts, and previous investments made.

22. $166.9 million of LDFA project financing?’ directly addresses the GEF-8 LDFA objectives.

25 please note that only GEF project financing directly addresses Focal Area objectives. Funding of PPGs and agency
fees are not included.
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Figure 1a: LDFA Project Financing by GEF-8 Focal Area Objectives
(July 1, 2024 — April 15, 2026)
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23. Figure 1a shows that Objective LD-1 has the highest amount programmed ($82.6 million
in project financing programmed through 47 projects), followed by LD-2 ($41.8 million through
29 projects), LD-EA ($18.7 million through six projects), LD-3 ($13.2 million through 11 projects),
and LD-4 $(6.1 million through nine projects). Most projects address more than one LD objective,
especially in full size projects addressing LDFA objectives through landscape approaches.

24, The programming trend reflects countries’ priorities in using sustainable land
management (LD-1) and landscape restoration (LD-2) as the primary way to implement LDN on
the ground. Although programming for objective LD-3 (addressing DLDD in drylands) appears
lower than expected, it is important to note that many drought-related activities are also funded
under objective LD-1 (SLM) when they occur outside of designated drylands.?® Programming
towards the enabling policy and institutional framework for LDN is relatively low in this reporting
period, which can be explained by substantial investments into LDN frameworks made in
previous reporting periods and countries now shifting to the actual implementation of LDN.

26 The tracking of drought-related investments will be further improved in GEF-9 to allow for more granularity.
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Figure 1b: Share of LDFA Project Financing by GEF-8 Focal Area Objectives
(July 1, 2024 - April 15, 2026)
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25. The data in Figure 1b indicate that SLM interventions (objective LD-1) are at the core of
the LDFA stand-alone and MFA projects, utilizing 49 percent of the resources. Landscape
restoration (objective LD-2) follows with 28 percent of the resources. These two objectives both
address LDN implementation, which is a priority area of LDFA investments. Addressing DLDD
particularly in drylands (objective LD-3) represents 8 percent of investment, although as noted
previously, objective LD-1 includes drought-smart land management as part of SLM and
therefore also contributes to addressing DLDD outside drylands. The enabling framework for LDN
(objective LD-4) low share of 4 percent of LDFA project financing follows substantial investments
into the LDN framework in previous reporting periods. Supporting national reporting for the 2026
reporting cycle (objective LD-EA) utilized a high share of resources (11 percent).

GEF Support to Improving Drought Resilience

26. The 11 projects that specifically address DLDD objective LD-3 include, among other
activities, provision of technical assistance and capacity-building to national and local
government agencies to help implement the drought mitigation strategies and actions outlined
in their national drought plans. These projects invest a total of $44.2 million GEF resources, of
which $13.2 million focus on drought-related interventions in Cameroon, Djibouti, Honduras,
Marshall Islands, Pakistan, Sudan, Syria, Tanzania, and Tirkiye. See Box 1 for some examples, a
full list and project descriptions are included in the Annexes.
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Box 1: Examples of GEF Projects to Improve Drought Resilience

A project on integrated landscape management (ILM), sustainable use of biodiversity, and drought
resilience in the North and Far North regions of Cameroon (GEFID 12096) promotes drought-smart
approaches to restore and enhance agroecosystem services, food security, and livelihoods. It uses an
integrated approach that aims to: (i) enable locally-led drought and biodiversity management through
policy coherence and participatory integration in municipal land use and development plans; (ii)
introduce locally led drought-smart land management and restoration practices; and (iii) implement
knowledge sharing strategies that promote learning, collaboration, dissemination, and replication of
drought-smart land management and restoration beyond the project landscapes.

A project in Syria on integrated management for ecosystem services restoration, biodiversity
conservation, sustainable land, water management (GEFID 12275) aims to reverse land degradation and
strengthen drought-resilient land management in Latakia Governorate, Syria. Prolonged drought, soil
erosion, unsustainable land use practices, and weak coordination across sectors have reduced land
productivity and increased vulnerability to erosion and fire. The project supports strengthening inter-
ministerial coordination arrangements and developing an implementation-oriented LDN strategy
integrating drought-resilient land restoration and SLM and delivering technical guidelines, planning
tools, and targeted capacity-building for government institutions, civil society organizations (CSO), and
extension workers.

The Drought Resilience Support Facility (GEFID 11941) is a global knowledge management project
funded by the LD set-aside to support countries with advisory and analytical services to identify tangible
measures, activities, and investments for drought resilience. One main tool for carrying out these
services will be the Drought Risk and Resilience Assessment, a new methodology created by the World
Bank to assess drought risk, resilience, and investment priorities in specific geographies. The approach
consolidates across international best practice and existing frameworks, compiling available
methodologies, tools, and case studies with the necessary information to select the most appropriate
options advance the drought agenda in specific countries.

27. In addition to project financing, the GEF engages with partnerships and initiatives in a
concerted effort to support Parties in the implementation of the national drought plans and other
drought-related policies, especially strengthening early warning, preparedness, mitigation and
recovery, rehabilitation and monitoring systems and capacity-building.

28. The GEF participated in the inaugural conference of the RGDRP hosted by the UNCCD
Secretariat in Cologne, Germany, June 23-24, 2025. The conference marked a significant step in
the establishment of the RGDRP’s strategic, operational, and governance frameworks. The GEF
was selected as a member of the steering committee of the partnership, which will facilitate GEF
engagement with the RGDRP in establishing operational procedures and shaping an investment
pipeline that can be aligned and create synergies with GEF-9 financing related to drought, e.g.
with the GEF-9 Drylands and Drought Management Integrated Program. Entry points for
collaboration with the RGDRP are provided in the GEF-9 LDFA Programming Strategy and the
Drylands and Drought Management Integrated Program.
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29. The RGDRP held its first Steering Committee meeting on December 1, 2025, in the margins
of the 23 Meeting of the UNCCD Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the
Convention (CRIC). The GEF participated in the meeting as a member of the steering committee.
During the meeting, the proposed governance framework and an outline of the operational
framework were presented, on which steering committee members provided comments and
further guidance.

30. The GEF attended the Southern African Development Community Platform for Disaster
Risk Management and the Regional Drought Resilience Workshop on September 15-19, 2025.
The workshop was co-hosted by the Government of Eswatini, the Southern African Development
Community Secretariat, and the World Bank, and supported by the GEF. Delegates discussed
drought risk reduction, early warning systems, and financing for building disaster resilience
institutions and practical solutions. During the event, Eswatini inaugurated the Drought Center
of Excellence, positioning it as a regional hub providing capacity-building and strengthening of
partnerships, and strong support for integrating drought risk reduction into national policies.

Programming of Enabling Activities

31. During the reporting period, $20.5 million of Enabling Activity funding was approved. The
funding could be requested up to two years before the 2026 UNCCD reporting deadlines to
facilitate Parties’ timely reporting to the UNCCD and to allow for sufficient time to collect and
analyze the necessary data. GEF support through enabling activities helps countries to fulfil
obligations to the Convention, focusing on reporting and formulation of national strategies and
plans in line with COP decisions and the UNCCD strategy. Support is also provided to enable the
UNCCD Parties to take stock of their national drought plans to identify strategies and means for
their implementation.

32. The funding for individual country support in GEF-8 was $120,000 per eligible country,
inclusive of GEF agency fees. An amount of $17.0 million was programmed through five umbrella
projects (GEFIDs 11839, 11848, 11909, 11910, 11970, see descriptions in Annex 3) by two GEF
agencies, UNEP and FAO, to support 134 countries in the 2026 UNCCD reporting cycle. As of April
15, 2026, 99 countries had received first disbursements by the respective agencies.

33. In addition to direct support to countries, $3.5 million were utilized to fund the Global
Support Programme (GSP) IV - Strengthening Capacities of Country Parties for the 2026 Reporting
Process in the Context of the UNCCD 2018-2030 Strategic Framework and Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) Target 15.3 (GEFID 11836), which is implemented by UNEP and
executed by the Global Mechanism. The GSP IV makes complementary efforts to facilitate timely
reporting through updated and improved tools, enhance capacities for reporting against UNCCD
indicators, and enable Parties to monitor and develop integrated approaches to address DLDD.
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Small Grants Programme

34, The SGP is a corporate program of the GEF that is implemented by the UNDP, and with
the FAO and Conservation International (Cl) from the GEF-8 period onwards.?’ The addition of
two Agencies is part of the modernization of the SGP, known as the SGP 2.0, agreed during the
eighth GEF Replenishment. The SGP provides grants to support community-led initiatives to
address global environmental issues through a decentralized, country-level delivery mechanism.
It is designed to mobilize bottom-up actions by empowering local civil society and community-
based organizations, including women, Indigenous Peoples, youth, and others living under
marginalized conditions.

35. Since its inception in 1992, the GEF SGP has supported over 30,000 grants, administering
USS$1.5 billion of GEF funds in financing to local communities and CSOs across 136 countries. In
GEF-8, the SGP is operational in 135 countries, of which 38 are SIDS and 42 are least developed
countries, with seven of these countries belonging to both categories.

36. The Focal Area distribution of all SGP projects under implementation continues to remain
strongly focused on Biodiversity as the primary Focal Area, accounting for an average of 43.0
percent, the largest share of the SGP global portfolio. This is followed by Climate Change
Mitigation (21.0 percent) and Land Degradation (20.0 percent).

37. The SGP LDFA portfolio supports the restoration and prevention of land degradation and
promotes sustainable land and forest management. Activities target rural communities, which
are highly dependent on agroecosystems and forest ecosystems for their livelihoods. 173 SGP
LDFA projects were completed and closed in the reporting period. Within these projects, 50,000
ha of degraded agricultural lands were restored, and 3.8 million ha of production systems were
brought under SLM.

38. The reporting period also witnessed significant progress in the roll-out of SGP 2.0 for
reform and modernization. The GEF Secretariat has taken the lead on operationalizing the
Implementation Arrangements for GEF-8, which were endorsed at the 63" GEF Council Meeting.
These set out a broad agenda for change to the size, objectives, governance structures, and
implementation of the SGP.

39. The GEF approved $57.7 million of core funding from the GEF-8 corporate budget for the
SGP during the reporting period, bringing the total GEF-8 investment for the core SGP to $154.9
million.

40. In addition to the core funding, countries can utilize their STAR resources to complement
investments under the core program. The total amount of STAR resources approved for the SGP
in the reporting period was $41.5 million, of which $6.6 million of LDFA STAR allocation were
utilized by 15 countries. The LDFA resources were programmed to support sustainable
management of agro-ecosystems and production landscapes where deterioration of ecosystem

27 https://www.thegef.org/what-we-do/topics/gef-small-grants-programme
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services and goods undermines the livelihoods of grassroots communities. Details of SGP projects
that include LDFA funding (GEFID 11698, GEFID 11726) are included in Annex 3.

Blended Finance Program

41. Since its inception, the GEF has successfully used a wide array of Non-Grant Instruments
(NGI) such as debt, equity, guarantees, and contingent instruments to attract private sector
investment and deliver global environmental benefits. Under GEF-5, the first separate set-aside
was launched, aimed to deploy NGI to mobilize private sector capital and generate reflows. An
NGI Pilot launched in GEF-6 was followed by the GEF-7 NGI Program, which established a
competitive selection process using periodic calls for proposals. The GEF continues to deploy NGI
under the Blended Finance Program?® in GEF-8, which expands the funding envelope to $195.0
million. Through this program, the GEF supports innovation, de-risking financial structures, and
accelerating the use of Blended Finance in support of delivering global environmental benefits,
catalyzing investments from private investors and capital markets at global and national levels
aligned with Focal Area objectives and Integrated Programs.

42. In the reporting period, two projects (one MFA and one MTF) received $18.0 million from
the Blended Finance Program. This funding addresses LDFA objectives LD-1 and LD-2 with an
amount of $11.6 million and the projects also address other Focal Areas’ objectives with the
remaining funding. The projects mobilize a high amount of co-financing of in total $364.5 million.
The projects are included in Annex 1 and Annex 3. A brief description is provided in Box 2 below.

Box 2: Examples of GEF Projects’ Use of Blended Finance

The MFA Regenerative Agriculture for Food Supply Chains project (GEFID 11866) has the objective to
reduce land degradation through SLM and restore productive landscapes by supporting existing and
potential clients of the International Finance Corporation (IFC) in the agricultural sector and their
agriculture suppliers, including processors and farmers, in global value chains. This is approached
through investments in regenerative and climate smart agriculture, with direct clients as the aggregators
and agricultural producers (farmers) as the targeted beneficiaries. The project has a focus on the Latin
America and the Caribbean region, with Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Mexico, and Peru being priorities, given
the critical role which these countries play in global food production and food security, an important co-
benefit of the project. The scope of investment includes agricultural value chains with a priority for
maize, rice, wheat, soy, and other food crops. The project aims to de-risk investments in regenerative
agriculture by (i) providing an additional layer of risk mitigation through subordinated lending of debt-
like instruments, (ii) deploying sustainably-linked financing as an innovative financial instrument to
incentivize the pursuit of sustainability targets, and (iii) enhancing the impact of the financing by
building the capacity of clients to apply approaches, including on-lending, to incentivize regenerative
and climate smart agriculture, and farm-level technical assistance to implement these practices.

The MTF Madagascar Science-based Management of Biodiversity and Natural Resources for Economic
Development project (GEFID 11694) has a total investment of $22.1 million of GEF resources across the

28 https://www.thegef.org/what-we-do/topics/blended-finance
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family of funds, including $17.1 million of Madagascar’s STAR allocation, $3.0 million from the NGI, and
$2.0 million from the LDCF. The project seeks to improve protection of biodiversity and integrated
landscape and seascape management by promoting ecotourism development to support alternative
livelihoods, reducing dependency on traditional farming, and helping conserve natural resources. The
project aims to introduce an innovative market-facing instrument in the form of the lemur bond, which
will provide a financial stream for biodiversity conservation and climate resilience in the targeted areas
during the life of the bond, as well as create a financing model for potential scale up. It also seeks to
support communities around the protected areas with technical training and materials for them to
pursue sustainable agricultural practices that enhance productivity and environmental stewardship. The
project is supporting reforestation and habitat restoration as they are essential for reconnecting
fragmented habitats and ensuring the survival of lemur populations. A key feature of project
implementation is effective communication and engagement with local communities.

Geographical Trends in LDFA Programming

43, The LDFA portfolio is represented by 68 projects, of which 55 are national projects
implemented in 49 countries across all five UNCCD Annexes—Africa, Asia, Latin America and
Caribbean, Central and Eastern Europe, and North Mediterranean as well as 12 global and one
regional project (see Table 5). The total amount programmed in the reporting period is $451.7
million, of which $308.7 million went directly to national projects in the five UNCCD regions, and
$143.0 million were programmed through global and regional projects.

Table 5: GEF Project Financing by UNCCD Annexes in the Reporting Period

. Total GEF Share of
UNCCD Annex No. of GI%F PI'O.jECt Resources | Total GEF | Co-financing
Projects Flna.ntflng [$ million] | resources [$ million]
[S million] [%]
Africa 20 108.1 121.5 26.9 784.9
Asia 18 86.3 96.9 21.4 513.7
Latin America and Caribbean 11 61.9 69.4 15.4 336.0
North Mediterranean 2 2.5 2.8 0.6 59.6
Central and Eastern Europe 4 16.2 18.1 4.0 182.0
Global projects 12 117.3 128.0 28.4 80.4
Regional projects 1 13.8 15.0 33 202.2
Total 68 406.0 451.7 100.0 2,158.8
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Africa Annex

44, For the period covered by this report, Africa has a share of 26.9 percent of investments
with a total of $121.5 million of GEF resources programmed through 20 national projects in 18
countries: Benin, Botswana, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC), Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Kenya, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, South Sudan, Sudan,
Tanzania, Togo, and Zimbabwe. For details, please refer to Annex 1.

45, In addition, all African countries are included in the global Umbrella Program for the
UNCCD Enabling Activities. Furthermore, Southern and West Africa are the focus areas for the
global Drought Resilience Support Facility project.

Asia Annex

46. With 18 projects and a total GEF investment of $96.9 million, Asia has the second largest
portfolio (21.4 percent) for the reporting period, including projects in 14 countries: Bangladesh,
Fiji, India, Jordan, Kiribati, Kyrgyz Republic, Malaysia, Marshall Islands, Pakistan, Philippines,
Samoa, Syria, Tonga, and Viet Nam. For details, please refer to Annex 1.

47. Most of the projects in Asia address LDN implementation and include SLM and restoration
components. Projects in Pakistan and Syria primarily address drought. The Asia portfolio includes
six projects in five SIDS. The region also benefits from the global Umbrella Program for the UNCCD
Enabling Activities.

Latin America and Caribbean Annex

48. Latin America and the Caribbean is represented with 11 projects in this reporting period,
accounting for a total GEF investment of $69.4 million (15.4 percent) in 11 countries: Brazil,
Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, St. Kitts and Nevis, St.
Vincent and Grenadines, Suriname, and Uruguay. For details, please refer to Annex 1.

49, The portfolio consists mostly of MFA projects leveraging resources from the Biodiversity
Focal Area to enhance integrated management of landscapes at scale. The Latin America and the
Caribbean portfolio includes five projects in five SIDS countries, applying integrated approaches
towards LDN implementation. The region also benefits from the global Umbrella Program for the
UNCCD Enabling Activities.

North Mediterranean Annex

50. Among the twelve countries included in this UNCCD Annex, only two, Albania and Tirkiye,
are GEF-eligible. In this reporting period, Turkiye is supported with two national projects
investing $2.8 million (0.6 percent) in projects related to LDN implementation and promotion of
soil health. For details, please refer to the project lists and descriptions in the Annexes.

20



Central and Eastern Europe Annex

51. The portfolio in Europe and Central Asia consists of four projects with a total of $18.1
million (4.0 percent) of GEF resources programmed in four countries: Georgia, Moldova,
Montenegro, and Ukraine. These projects work on integrated management and multiple use of
landscapes, including forests and rangelands. For details, please refer to the project lists and
descriptions in the Annexes.

Global and Regional Programming

52. During the reporting period, the GEF programmed $128.0 million (28.4 percent) through
12 global projects. This includes all six UNCCD Enabling Activities with a total amount of $20.5
million, which are categorized as global projects because they are programmed through global
umbrella projects. The total programmed amount also includes the core amount of $57.7 million
for the SGP, programmed through two projects, and a project funded by the GEF-8 Innovation
window implemented in Mexico and Kenya as pilot countries. Further, the Drought Resilience
Support Facility (GEFID 11941) is a global knowledge management project to support countries
with advisory and analytical services to identify tangible measures, activities, and investments
for drought resilience.

53. The regional project Regenerative Agriculture for Food Supply Chains (GEFID 11866),
funded with $15.0 million (3.3 percent) by the Blended Finance window, has a focus on the Latin
America and the Caribbean region, with Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Mexico, and Peru participating in
the project. For details, please refer to the project lists and descriptions in the Annexes.
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CHAPTER 3: MULTI-TRUST FUND PROJECTS

54, The LDFA portfolio is primarily funded through the GEF Trust Fund, as already outlined in
this report. However, the LDFA portfolio also benefits from investments in SLM and drought
mitigation and adaptation through joint investments with other trust funds managed by the GEF:
the LDCF and the SCCF under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.
These funds focus on climate change adaptation. Because of their emphasis on production
systems and vulnerability of human livelihoods in line with national priorities, synergy with the
LDFA can be achieved if countries program the available resources as MTF projects. This approach
is encouraged by the GEF, especially to address drought issues, as drought mitigation is closely
linked to climate change adaptation and early warning systems, both which are eligible to be
funded under the LDCF and SCCF.

55. In the reporting period, seven MTFs were approved by the LDCF and SCCF, as shown in
Table 6, providing $30.9 million from the LDCF and $9.0 million from the SCCF which was invested
in conjunction with GEF Trust Fund resources already reported in Part Il. These MTF projects are
listed in Annex 2 and a brief description can be found in Annex 3. Box 3 highlights some examples.

Table 6: MTF Projects with LDFA Funding in the Reporting Period

Funding Source Number GEF Project Total GEF
of Financing Resources
Projects [$ million] [$ million]
LDCF 4 27.8 30.9
SCCF 3 8.1 9.0
Total MTF 7 35.9 39.9
projects

Box 3: Examples of GEF MTF Projects

The MTF project Blue-Green Atolls: Addressing Land Degradation, Groundwater Salinization & Coastal
Erosion in the Republic of the Marshall Islands via Climate Resilient Strategies (GEFID 12087) is jointly
funded by $6.6 million from the GEF Trust Fund and $3.0 million from the SCCF. The project delivers
climate-resilient water and SLM services across the Marshall Islands’ 24 inhabited atolls by upgrading
household outlets and communal taps with filtration and chlorination, rehabilitating groundwater wells
for drought-resilient land management, and using nature-based solutions to collect rainwater and
protect water and soil from salinization and erosion.

The MTF project Strengthening the Resilience of Natural and Agro-ecosystems and Communities to
Climate Change in Central Togo (GEFID 11548), is jointly funded by the GEF Trust Fund with $3.0 million
and the LDCF with $4.5 million. The project promotes inclusive, climate-resilient landscape
management, restoration, and sustainable agriculture to strengthen ecosystem services and community
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resilience to climate change such as rising temperatures, shifting rainfall patterns, droughts, and floods.
Key project interventions include enhancing policy and governance frameworks, establishing multi-
stakeholder planning platforms, restoring degraded natural and agro-ecosystems, promoting diversified
climate-smart value chains, and scaling sustainable practices through knowledge sharing and private
sector engagement.
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CHAPTER 4: CUMULATIVE ACHIEVEMENTS OF GEF-8 PROGRAMMING

56. $618.4 million was allocated to the LDFA during GEF-8, as shown in Table 7, of which
$600.4 million was programmed from July 1, 2022 to April 15, 2026. This represents an LDFA
utilization percentage of 97.1 percent, which is the highest among all five Focal Areas of the GEF.
The LDFA programming is fully on track, and it is anticipated that the LDFA will be fully
programmed by the end of GEF-8 (June 2026).

Table 7: Status of LDFA Resource Utilization for GEF-8 (July 1, 2022 to April 15, 2026)

GEF-8 T‘::::uEnFt- 8 Share of
Item Allocation Programmed Allocation
. o1 o
[$ million] [$ million] Utilized [%]
Total LDFA Allocation 618.4 600.4 97.1
STAR Allocation 457.7 459.6 100.4
LD-1: SLM 76.2 181.4 238.2
LD-2: Landscape Restoration 43.6 72.3 165.7
LD-3: Address DLDD in Drylands 76.2 37.2 48.9
LD-4: Enabling Frameworks for
61.9 7.8 12.5

LDN
Integrated Programming 199.8 161.0 80.5
Set-Asides 160.6 140.8 87.7
Set-aside for STAR matching
. . 66.6 53.7 80.5
incentives
Set-aside for Integrated 44.4 44.4 100.0
Programming Global Platforms ) ) )
Set-aside for Enabling Activities 23.0 23.0 100.0
(LD-EA) ' ' '
Set-aside for global and regional

. 26.6 19.7 74.2
projects
Total MFA programming in
conjunction with LDFA n/a 1,370.3 n/a
resources
July 2022 - June 2024%° n/a 1,094.7 n/a
July 2024 — April 20263° n/a 275.6 n/a

29 As reported to UNCCD COP 16, see GEF report to COP16.
30 gee Chapter 2 Programming in the Reporting Period section above.
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GEF-8 T‘::qunFt' 8 Share of
Item Allocation Programmed Allocation
- - o
[$ million] [$ million] Utilized [%]
Grand total (LDFA + MFA) n/a 1,970.7 n/a
57. The STAR resources are fully programmed, with 100.4 percent.3! Table 7 also indicates

overall programming towards the four GEF-8 Focal Area objectives and the Integrated
Programming discussed previously in this report. It should be noted that the total amount for the
LDFA STAR allocation, including the amounts for each Focal Area objective, are only notional
allocations and depend on the actual utilization by countries in line with their priorities and the
GEF-8 policy of full flexibility across STAR Focal Areas.

58. Of the set-aside $160.6 million for STAR, $53.7 million was used for incentivizing countries
participating in the GEF-8 Integrated Programs by providing a top-up of 25 percent on the STAR
allocation utilized within the respective Integrated Program. In addition, $44.4 million was
utilized to contribute to the funding of the global coordination projects of nine of the 11
Integrated Programs.

59. The full amount of $23.0 million set-aside specifically for Enabling Activities was utilized
in GEF-8.

60. $26.6 million was set-aside for global and regional projects to promote cross-cutting
thematic issues such as innovation, land tenure, gender mainstreaming, capacity-building, and
knowledge exchange in the context of the LDFA strategic objectives.32 As of April 15, 2026, $19.7
million (74.2 percent) has been utilized. GEF-8 programming is still ongoing with three set-aside
funded projects still under review. It is expected that by June 17, 2026, the full amount of $26.6
million will be utilized.

61. Table 7 also indicates the overall investments in GEF-8 related to SLM. A total amount of
$1,970.7 million was made available by the GEF Trust Fund supporting the UNCCD agenda in GEF-
8: LDFA investments of $600.4 million and $1,370.3 million of MFA investments funded by other
Focal Areas, the Blended Finance Program33 and the SGP. In total, GEF approved 245 projects
related to SLM for funding in GEF-8.

31 pue to the provision of full flexibility of the STAR allocations, the LDFA benefits from a small influx from the
Biodiversity and Climate Change Focal Areas, raising the total amount slightly above 100 percent.

32 This includes coordinating nationally developed LDFA projects through programmatic approaches, such as the
GGWI program, investing $8.0 million of set-asides in GEFID 11465.

33 The total contribution of the Blended Finance Program to LDFA objectives in GEF-8 amounts to $23.2 million,
which is 11.9 percent of the Blended Finance envelope in GEF-8.
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CHAPTER 5: PORTFOLIO IMONITORING AND EVALUATION

Portfolio Monitoring and Overall Performance

62. The GEF’s Monitoring Report summarizes the progress and performance of the active
portfolio of projects. It reflects the GEF’s approach to portfolio-level monitoring and reporting on
results, performance, and financing. It has a strategic orientation, highlighting data and trends
on performance areas of interest to the GEF Council. The GEF’s Monitoring Reports for 202434
and 20253 found that the share of LDFA projects rated in the satisfactory range for project
implementation and outcomes was comparable to other GEF Focal Areas in both years. In 2024,
86 percent of LDFA projects were rated moderately satisfactory or higher regarding
implementation progress and 88 percent in terms of outcomes. In 2025, these figures remained
stable at 88 percent and 85 percent, respectively, which confirms that projects show overall good
implementation progress and remain on track to achieve the planned outcomes.

63. Both monitoring reports confirm that avoiding and reducing land degradation, restoring
ecosystems, and enhancing drought resilience are key priorities of the GEF. During the reporting
period, an additional area of 7.8 million ha of land and ecosystems were brought under
restoration, and 39.9 million ha of landscapes were placed under SLM in production systems,
bringing the respective cumulative totals to 15.2 million ha of land under restoration and 44.5
million ha of land under sustainable management. A total of 4.4 million people benefitted from
these investments, of which 2.1 million were women.3®

Land Degradation Focal Area Progress towards GEF-8 Corporate Targets

64. For the GEF-8 Replenishment period, the GEF updated its results management
framework3’ to better reflect targets and results of Integrated Programming across thematic
results areas. LDFA-related targets and indicators are presented in the results area “sustainably
managing and restoring land.” It includes the core-indicator: “area of land and ecosystems under
restoration”, including four categories (agricultural land, forest land, natural grass and woodlands,
and wetland), and the sub-indicator: “area of landscapes under sustainable land management in
production systems.” The GEF also tracks the number of “people benefiting from sustainable land
management and restoration investments”, disaggregated by gender. The LDFA also contributes
to the targets and results of the results area “reducing GHG emissions” through “carbon
sequestered or emissions avoided in the sector of agriculture, forestry, and other land use
(AFOLU).”

34 GEF, 2024, The GEF Monitoring Report. Council Document GEF/C.68/03.
35 GEF, 2025, The GEF Monitoring Report. Council Document GEF/C.70/02.

36 The numbers presented in this paragraph are actual achievements reported by projects through mid-term
reviews and terminal evaluations.

37 GEF, 2022, Guidelines on the Implementation of the GEF-8 Results Measurement Framework. Council Document,
GEF/C.62/Inf.12/Rev.01.
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65. The GEF Corporate Score Card3® is the key report on progress made within GEF
Replenishment periods. It serves as the primary tool for monitoring and measuring the GEF's
performance and the achievement of its strategic priorities, presenting accumulated targets for
the projects and programs approved within each replenishment cycle.

66. Core indicators and sub-indicators for expected results for the above-mentioned result
areas are presented in Table 8, which includes the targets set in all approved projects and
programs that are contributing to these indicators in GEF-8, from July 2022 to June 2026.3°

67. The expected results for the target for “area of land restored” has been achieved with
10.1 million ha, slightly exceeding the target. The sub-indicator “area of landscapes under
sustainable land management in production systems” is expected to achieve 43.2 million ha,
which is 50.8 percent of the target. The number of people benefitting from investments in
restoration and SLM are 12.8 million, of which 6.8 million are women.

68. Underachievement of the sub-indicator for “area of landscapes under sustainable land
management in production systems” is explained by two factors: (i) too ambitious estimates
made at the start of GEF-8, and (ii) rapidly rising investment costs for bringing land under SLM.
Based on these observations, the GEF-9 indicator target for area under SLM has been set at a
more realistic level of 45.0 million ha.

Table 8: GEF-8 Targets for LDFA Relevant Core and Sub-Indicators
(July 1, 2022 to April 15, 2026)

GEE-8 Tentative'Targets Percentage
- Corporate . Set in of GEF
Core/Sub-indicator Target Projects/Programs | Corporate
Approved in GEF-8 Targets
[%]
Area of land restored [million ha] 10.0 10.1 >100
- Agricultural land 4.4
- Forest and forest land 3.1
- Natural grass and shrublands 2.0
- Wetlands 0.6
Area of landscapes under sustainable 85.0 43.2 50.8
land management in production systems
[million ha]
Number of people benefitting from (The indicator 12.8 (n/a)
investments in restoration and SLM is monitored,
[million people] no target set)
- No. of women 6.8

38 GEF, 2026, GEF Corporate Scorecard June 2026.

39 The data include targets for all projects approved until April 15, 2026 and for the June 2026 work program
projects.
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Tentative Targets | Percentage
GEF-8 .
A Corporate . set in of GEF
Core/Sub-indicator Target Projects/Programs | Corporate
Approved in GEF-8 Targets
[%]
- No.of men 6.0
GHG Emissions Mitigated [million tCO,e] 1,850.0 2,279.1 >100
- Carbon sequestered or emissions
avoided in the AFOLU sector 1,580.9
- Carbon sequestered or emissions
avoided outside the AFOLU sector 698.2
69. For GEF-9, the GEF will update its results management framework and further strive

towards improved target setting as well as enhanced indicator system for tracking actual results.
The indicator “Area of landscapes under sustainable land management in production systems”
will be elevated to the level of a core indicator with specific sub-indicators by land use type.
Further, the GEF-9 results management framework will track two new indicators “landscape area
with improved drought resilience (hectare)” as well as the “number of GEF supported national
drought plans”.

70. The GEF also uses the “Rio Markers” to track all GEF financing contributions toward
biodiversity, climate change adaptation, climate change mitigation, and land degradation as a
principal or significant objective, consistent with the Development Assistance Committee of the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development Rio Marker methodology. In GEF-8,
the indicative target for Land Degradation was 50 percent. As of April 15, 2026, the target has
been exceeded with 58 percent of GEF financing contributing to principal or significant objectives
related to the LDFA.

Independent Evaluations of the GEF LDFA

71. The IEO published the Eight Comprehensive Evaluation of the GEF in November 2025,
including a chapter on the LDFA.*° The evaluation confirms that “GEF-8 Programming Directions
emphasize drought management, including support for national drought plans and land
degradation neutrality targets.” [...] “The GEF has increasingly embraced the concept of land
degradation neutrality, combining the restoration of agricultural lands with the promotion of
regenerative farming practices and carbon sequestration strategies such as conservation tillage
and cover cropping. These climate change adaptation measures are designed to foster resilient
landscapes capable of withstanding environmental shocks while supporting local livelihoods.” [...]
“LDFA projects and programs have primarily focused on sustainable land and/or forest
management. These initiatives incorporate community-led approaches such as afforestation,
agroforestry, fire management, and conservation agriculture. Integrated watershed and river
basin management interventions have addressed the interconnected nature of land and water

40 IEOQ, 2025, Eight Comprehensive Evaluation of the GEF. Council Document GEF/E/C.70/01.
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systems, focusing on the restoration of hydrological cycles, improved land use practices in
catchment areas, and enhanced local participation in water governance [...].”

72. The IEO evaluation attests that “GEF interventions historically demonstrated strong
alignment with national and regional land management priorities and international
environmental commitments. This includes commitments under the United Nations Convention
to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) framework. Many GEF-funded projects are strategically
designed to complement national action plans, embedding land degradation control efforts with
broader sustainable development agendas.” [..] “GEF land degradation interventions have
promoted cross-sectoral integration. By linking land restoration efforts with climate change
adaptation, biodiversity conservation, and sustainable agriculture, these projects have created
synergies that enable maximizing both environmental and socioeconomic benefits.”

73. The IEO also conducted the first comprehensive evaluation of GEF support to food
systems.*! The evaluation covered the five GEF food system programs from GEF-6 to GEF-8 and
their 84 child projects, along with 21 stand-alone food system projects included for comparison.
Collectively, these programs account for $822.0 million in GEF financing and more than $6.0
billion in co-financing.

74. The IEO findings confirm the relevance of GEF support to address global environmental
challenges. Projects under these programs have focused on addressing land degradation,
deforestation, and biodiversity loss. The programs have contributed to reducing the significant
financing gaps for sustainable food systems transformation. GEF food systems programs have
generated important food production and socioeconomic outcomes, including benefits for
women, youth, and vulnerable groups. Furthermore, they have engaged the private sector in
multiple ways, ranging from global commodity supply chain initiatives to localized market
interventions. These efforts have generated important results, including significant investment
in sustainable commodities like soy and palm oil and strengthened capacity among financial
institutions to provide sustainable financing.

75. The IEO evaluation includes four recommendations, which the GEF will address in the
implementation of ongoing and future projects related to the Food Systems Integrated Program,
which will be continued in GEF-9. The four recommendations pertain to (i) sharpened program
focus and phasing across GEF replenishment periods, (ii) expanded focus on value chain segments
beyond production and on vertical value chain integration, in order to fully realize the benefits
of an Integrated Program approach, (iii) increased attention to political economy dynamics and
behavioral change in food systems transformation at design and during implementation, and (iv)
strengthened country docking to enhance the knowledge value of country engagement with the
global coordination project.

41 |EQ, 2025, Evaluation of GEF Food Systems Programs. Council Document GEF/E/C.70/02.
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Lessons Learned through Monitoring and Evaluation

76. GEF’s LDFA project portfolio promotes integrated approaches in addressing DLDD. By
linking land restoration efforts with climate change adaptation, biodiversity conservation, and
sustainable agriculture, LDFA projects have created synergies that enable maximizing both
environmental and socioeconomic benefits. Specifically, projects focused on LDN
implementation have facilitated a more coherent and coordinated approach to land degradation
control and monitoring. Advances in remote sensing and geographic information system
technologies have improved monitoring and assessment capabilities, allowing for more precise
tracking of land use changes and degradation patterns. However, challenges persist in monitoring
long-term impacts on biophysical conditions of landscapes and socio-economic conditions of the
population.

77. As confirmed by the IEO in their Eighth Evaluation of the GEF, sustainability has been
strong where interventions have been embedded within national policy frameworks and where
local institutions have been empowered to manage land resources effectively. Projects that have
successfully established community governance structures and secured long-term financing have
demonstrated better prospects for sustaining their outcomes. A consistent finding of the IEO is
that projects with strong community engagement tend to achieve the most significant and lasting
impacts.

78. However, challenges remain in achieving policy coherence across different sectors,
especially at the subnational level, and in effectively integrating private sector engagement into
national land restoration efforts. Many interventions continue to rely on external donor funding,
making them vulnerable to disruptions once GEF financing ends. While market-based incentives,
such as payments for ecosystem services and green bonds, have been explored as potential
solutions, their integration into national land management strategies remains limited.

79. In February 2025, the GEF Secretariat convened technical advisory groups to discuss
lessons learned as an input into the GEF-9 programming strategy. The technical experts
emphasized the importance of ensuring that learning from GEF-8 is incorporated into GEF-9,
focusing on scaling solutions, the need for country and region-specific evidence to guide
prioritization for investments, and policy coherence to support impactful implementation.
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CHAPTER 6: CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES

Engagement with Civil Society Organizations

80. The GEF has placed CSOs at the heart of its approach to LDN. Rooted in a whole-of-society
philosophy, GEF-8 continues and deepens the investments made in previous replenishment
cycles to ensure that CSOs are not mere observers in international processes but active
contributors shaping policy, mobilizing resources, and driving on-the-ground impact.

81. In this reporting period, several projects involve CSOs in project execution, including the
SGP (GEFID 11698, GEFID 11726) and national stand-alone projects developed with STAR
allocations in Pakistan (GEFID 12108), India (GEFID 11403), and in the Central African Republic
(GEFID 12151). Box 4 provides some examples of GEF engagement with CSOs, see Annex 3 for
more information on these projects.

Box 4: Examples of GEF Engagement with CSOs

The GEF Medium-Sized Project Strengthening Civil Society Role in Achieving Land Degradation

Neutrality (GEFID 10993), is a landmark step in the effort to place CSOs at the heart of its approach to
LDN. The project, approved in June 2023 and now under implementation through a strategic partnership
between the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Both ENDS, and Drynet, and directly
supports the UNCCD CSO network. It is structured along two core components: (i) Enhancing CSOs'
influence on LDN policy by strengthening their communication capacity, increasing recognition of their
technical expertise, and deepening their participation in international fora — including UNCCD COP
sessions; and (ii) Empowering CSOs to access finance, with a dedicated independent assessment to
identify funding barriers for organizations in the Global South, complemented by regional training
workshops on proposal development and fundraising strategies. The project targets improved capacities
for over 1,500 individuals to engage effectively with policymakers and funders.

One of the most transformative elements of the GEF CSO engagement strategy is the mentorship
program developed under this project. It builds the next generation of CSO advocates, focusing on three
pillars: (i) Advocacy — equipping participants to translate local realities into policy messages at the
international level, (ii) Communication — improving the ability of CSOs to articulate results, needs, and
recommendations to decision-makers and funders, and (iii) LDN Project Monitoring and Evaluation —
building technical skills so that CSOs can track, report on, and demonstrate the impact of land
restoration initiatives. The first cohort paired 12 emerging CSO professionals with experienced mentors
in policy, advocacy, and land restoration. The first mentees, from Argentina, Chile, The Gambia, India,
Kenya, Malawi, Mali, Mexico, Mongolia, Niger, Peru, and Uganda, represent the diversity of
communities on the front lines of land degradation. Additional mentorship cohorts are planned, with
support from an online learning portal, reinforcing a "snowball approach" whereby newly capacitated
CSOs in turn mentor others within their networks.

Beyond skills development, the mentorship program emphasizes learning through engagement in
UNCCD processes. Several mentees participated in the UNCCD CRIC, held in Panama, where they were
able to observe and engage with discussions on progress, challenges, and lessons learned in
implementing the Convention. Participation in CRIC allowed mentees to deepen their understanding of
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how national reporting, LDN targets, and global review mechanisms function in practice, and how civil
society inputs can contribute to accountability and more transversal implementation processes. Through
their participation, mentees strengthened their ability to engage with national delegates, UNCCD
bodies, and partner organizations, connecting local realities to the global LDN review and
decision-making spaces. The GEF also supported mentees to participate in the Desertif'Actions Forum
2026 in Djerba, Tunisia, the biggest CSO event on land degradation.

Youth Engagement

82. The GEF has continued to advance youth participation across the UNCCD, supporting the
meaningful engagement of young people and civil society actors in land degradation neutrality-
related processes.

83. During the reporting period, the GEF Secretariat actively collaborated with the UNCCD
Youth Caucus to ensure that youth perspectives were reflected in GEF-supported processes and
broader UNCCD dialogues (see Box 5). Youth representatives participated in expanded
constituency workshops in Western and Eastern Africa, Latin America, and the Pacific, facilitating
direct engagement with national focal points, partners, and the GEF Secretariat on land
degradation, restoration, and SLM priorities, among others.

Box 5: Examples of GEF Engagement with Youth

The GEF provided direct support for youth participation in UNCCD processes, including sponsorship for
three youth delegates from Ghana, Dominica, and Madagascar to attend the UNCCD CRIC23. This
support strengthened youth engagement in technical and policy discussions related to implementation,
monitoring, and review under the Convention, while also reinforcing the role and visibility of the UNCCD
Youth Caucus, as all three supported delegates are active members of the Caucus. These efforts
contributed to strengthening structured youth participation under the UNCCD, in alighment with the
UNCCD Youth Engagement Strategy, which promotes meaningful, informed, and sustained youth
involvement in Convention processes.

During the CRIC23, the GEF also engaged with the Youth Negotiators Academy, who attended together
with several young delegates from the Land Negotiators Academy.

To further strengthen understanding and institutional links, the GEF Secretariat and the UNCCD Youth
Caucus convened an introductory seminar in March 2026, aimed at presenting the GEF’'s mandate,
funding modalities, country engagement approach, and opportunities for youth and civil society
engagement within the UNCCD framework. This initiative supported more informed and effective
participation of youth in GEF-related discussions on land degradation.

At the global level, the GEF partnered with the UNCCD Youth Caucus at the IUCN World Conservation
Congress in October 2025, including joint engagement in youth-focused sessions addressing land
degradation, youth-led innovation, and inclusive environmental governance across the Rio Conventions.
The GEF also participated in the Land and Youth Conference, where it presented GEF-supported
approaches, solutions, and initiatives addressing land degradation, restoration, and youth-led
innovation, reinforcing dialogue and exchange with young practitioners and stakeholders working on
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SLM. In addition, the GEF participated in the Desertif’Actions Forum 2026, contributing to youth-led
innovation side events and discussions aimed at strengthening civil society and youth participation in
UNCCD processes.

Gender Equality

84. The GEF-8 LDFA strategy integrates gender equality and women’s empowerment into its
programming by aligning itself with the UNCCD Gender Action Plan*? and associated guidelines®:.
Project and program design embed gender equality and women’s empowerment measures in
project components and are accompanied by gender action plans.

85. The LDFA objectives supporting the implementation of LDN and addressing DLDD issues
on the ground provide suitable entry points for projects to increase and strengthen the
participation and leadership of women at all levels in decision-making and local actions. In
addition, the focus of the LDFA on ensuring equal access of women to natural resources and
socio-economic benefits advances women’s empowerment and gender equality.

86. Almost all projects approved in this reporting period set the target for women project
beneficiaries to 50 percent, with some going up to 60-70 percent. Projects have included gender-
responsive measures in land use and governance planning, finance and market access,
knowledge and communication, and in monitoring and evaluation. Several projects explicitly
prioritized actions that promote women’s leadership and their agency through dedicated
financial and capacity-building support in climate-resilient, natural resource-based livelihoods,
leadership in cooperatives, and ensuring women's land tenure and resource rights and roles in
value chains.

87. Most projects recognize the differentiated roles, needs, and knowledge systems of
women and men and thus engaged community-based women leaders, farmer cooperatives, and
women’s associations in knowledge exchange platforms and in the shaping of gender-sensitive
criteria for identifying gender-responsive indicators. Box 6 has some examples. A full list of
projects and descriptions is at Annex 3.

Box 6: Examples of Projects Integrating Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment

The project Transformation of Agrifood Systems through Smart Agriculture in Samoa (GEFID 11824)
established participatory and gender-responsive community-level revolving funding in targeted
communities to support small-scale farmers, women entrepreneurs, youth, and vulnerable groups.

The project Catalyzing Land Restoration and Biodiversity Conservation through Inclusive and Gender-
Responsive Landscape Governance in the Mbaéré—Oubangui Landscape, Central African Republic (GEFID
12151) adopts a gender-transformative approach that goes beyond increasing women's participation to
shifting underlying power dynamics. It prioritizes women's leadership, equitable access to resources,

42 https://www.unced.int/resources/publications/gender-action-plan

43 https://www.unced.int/resources/publications/manual-gender-responsive-land-degradation-neutrality-
transformative-projects
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and meaningful influence in natural resource governance structures. Structural gender inequalities,
identified as core barriers that limit access to land, finance, and decision-making will be addressed

through measures such as institutionalizing inclusive, gender-equitable governance structures and

integrating gender-differentiated knowledge into evidence-based planning, monitoring, and policy

processes.

The global project Addressing Tenure Governance and Gender Equality in Land Rights to Strengthen LDN
Initiatives (GEFID 11501), includes gender transformative actions at the center of its design. Now under
implementation, the project builds on available best practice for integrating gender-equal land rights
and equitable tenure in the context of LDN projects and uses links with the UNCCD Gender Action Plan,
the UNCCD Gender Focal Points, and the Gender Caucus on inclusive LDN policy and implementation.
The project continues to engage the gender caucus stakeholders and the GEF Secretariat, including in
COP and CRIC events, and will capture lessons learned that could inform the design of future gender-
focused LDN projects.

88. The GEF Secretariat continues to lead the GEF Gender Partnership (GGP) in discussions
with GEF implementing agency gender leads and the gender team at the UNCCD Secretariat and
the UNCCD Gender Caucus. The aim is to share best practices, lessons learned, and strategies to
further advance the consideration of gender equality and equitable access to socio-economic
benefits for women and women’s organizations through GEF programs and projects.

89. Within the GGP, a Community of Practice among gender leads of GEF Integrated Programs
has been established and is working on benchmarking gender equality measures across the GEF
Integrated Programs. The GGP is also further refining the new GEF-9 Results Management
Framework Core Indicator: Women’s engagement in environmental and natural resource
management enhanced, which is a key development in better integrating gender equality
considerations in GEF programs and projects and the capture and analysis of gender equality
measures in these projects.

Private Sector Engagement

90. The LDFA strategy in GEF-8 focuses on three areas for private sector engagement: (i)
farmers’ and small-scale agribusiness enterprises access to credit, (ii) technical assistance and
capacity-building, and (iii) whole value chains for agricultural commodities. GEF-8 Integrated
Program approaches provide a wider scope for private sector engagement where the private
sector’s goals for climate, biodiversity, and nature-based solutions can be focused into programs
and projects that address SLM and the challenge of land degradation (see examples in Box 7).
They allow countries to address the drivers of environmental degradation that have links to
regional and global supply chains and thus create opportunities for a range of options to crowd-
in private sector, from co-financing and parallel financing to creation of institutional platforms
for catalyzing change.
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Box 7: Examples of Projects with Private Sector Engagement

The project Accelerating the Sustainable Transformation of Ecuadorian Banana Industry (GEFID 11923)
includes a strong private sector element to achieve compliance with new international sustainability
standards, such as the European Commission's Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive and
Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive, which is essential for market access. The primary objective
of this project is to support the sustainable transformation of Ecuador's banana industry by reducing its
environmental footprint and ensuring compliance with international standards. The project builds the
collective capacity of producers and processors for enhanced access to finance and technical assistance,
as well as strengthened capacities to engage in formal markets, and value chains for environmentally
sustainable products on fair and equitable terms. The project is engaging key stakeholders in the banana
value chain, including producer associations which engage smallholders, traders, and large producers.

The project FARM+ Benin: Transitioning the Cotton Sector to Sustainable and Climate Resilient Practices
(GEFID 11684) is supporting smallholder cotton producers to link sustainable land, water, and chemicals
management practices to the global demand for organic cotton. This project incorporates organic cotton
production into a well-integrated mainstream system through delivering coherent policies, increased
access to finance, training and technical assistance, and stronger supply chains, ensuring environmental
conservation and socioeconomic benefits for agricultural communities. The project creates an enabling
environment for increased financial flows to the organic and sustainable cotton sector in Benin. This will
involve engaging with national authorities and suitable domestic and international financial and
insurance markets to develop appropriate risk assessments, pricing, and models for risk sharing
mechanisms within the smallholder organic cotton sector.

91. Strengthening value chain collaboration and investments in technical assistance are key
components of the GEF’s work with the fashion and textiles companies, and examples such as in
Benin will be key to proving the business case with the private sector for improved land
management practices. The GEF has been working collaboratively in GEF-7 and GEF-8 with major
fashion brands, private sector platforms, and investment groups through Supply Chain Integrated
Programs. The private sector companies involved in the programs have expressed an interest in
larger scale and longer-term upstream land degradation impact investments, which will feature
strongly in GEF-9, including new mainstreamed Blended Finance approaches with countries.

92. During the reporting period, the GEF increased its engagement with the Business for Land
Initiative (B4L) through participation in BAL strategy development and the B4L strategic workshop
held in Berlin, Germany in September 2025. As part of the GEF’s private sector engagement
strategic approach, B4L will serve as the main platform for the GEF’s private sector engagement
and partnership development for the LDFA, and will support the GEF’s Integrated Program
project portfolio through three strategic areas:

a. Business Operations and Value chains: Providing expert guidance on
understanding corporate land dependencies, impacts, and risks, while building
capacity for reporting and business transformation.
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b. Supporting Land-Positive Finance: Developing innovative financing tools and
investment mechanisms to redirect private funding towards land-positive and
drought-resilient business models.

c. Creating a Positive Enabling Environment: Advocating for policies that incentivize
sustainable land and water management while showcasing corporate leadership
in environmental stewardship.

93. B4L represents a unified approach to bringing together a diverse mix of participants,
including multilateral development banks, UN initiatives, research bodies, private sector and
financial advisory groups, financial institutions, and businesses to foster and co-develop
opportunities to mobilize private and blended finance for land restoration and drought resilience.
B4L also includes an expert group on land-based private finance, helping to clarify roles and
responsibilities, identify potential members, and assess modalities for engagement with other
stakeholders which will prove instrumental in mainstreaming Blended Finance in the GEF-9 cycle.

94. As the first fund created under the Luxembourg Earth Impact Fund, the new DRIF marks
a major step in sustainable finance and unlocking private sector action in addressing drought.
With a target of $400 million, it will back sustainable farming, improve water access, and promote
nature-based solutions. In addition to exploring opportunities for unlocking private and
philanthropic finance through the GEF’s NGI and Blended Finance country projects, the GEF will
support the priorities for DRIF’'s development, including the need for the active co-creation of
project pipelines which can be fostered through the GEF’s Integrated Programs under the GEF-9
cycle, mostly notably under the Drylands and Drought Management Integrated Program.
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CONCLUSIONS AND OUTLOOK TO THE GEF-9 REPLENISHMENT CYCLE

95. During the reporting period, substantial progress was made in responding to the Decision
taken at UNCCD COP 16, held in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, in December 2024, on
Collaboration with the GEF. Activities and progress during the reporting period attest to the
continued importance and relevance regarding the GEF’s role as the financial mechanism of the
UNCCD.

96. The GEF-8 Strategy has been further aligned to support implementation of the UNCCD
agenda by including drought mitigation into the goal statement of the LDFA. Programming
through the Focal Area objectives and GEF-8 Integrated Programs is effective for the generation
of multiple benefits and successfully creating synergies with other Convention goals and
objectives. This report highlights the integrated approach of the GEF in addressing land
degradation and drought through MFA and MTF investments.

97. In the reporting period of July 1, 2024 to April 15, 2026, a total of $451.7 million GEF
resources were made available for the implementation of UNCCD-related projects and programs.
The LDFA portfolio shows robust programming with a substantial number of projects covering all
UNCCD Annexes, with the key priorities of avoiding and reducing land degradation, restoring
ecosystems, and enhancing drought resilience. Through this cohort of projects and programs, the
GEF provides meaningful support to countries in addressing DLDD issues and achieving their
voluntary LDN targets.

98. The GEF-8 Replenishment allocated $618.4 million to the LDFA. Programming in this cycle
is fully on track with $600.4 million utilized, which translates into a utilization rate of 97.1 percent,
which is the highest among all five Focal Areas of the GEF. The LDFA programming is fully on track,
and it is anticipated that the LDFA will be fully programmed by the end of GEF-8 (June 2026).

99. These LDFA investments of $600.4 million were programmed in conjunction with a total
amount of $1,370.3 million of MFA investments funded by other Focal Areas and global programs
such as Blended Finance, the SGP, and the Innovation Window. A total GEF-8 amount of $1,970.7
million was made available by the GEF Trust Fund for implementing the UNCCD agenda in GEF-8.

100. These investments are expected to result in 10.1 million ha of land and ecosystems under
restoration, 43.2 million ha of landscapes under SLM in production systems, and contribute to
the mitigation of 2,279.1 million tCOe. Furthermore, the investments will directly benefit 12.8
million people, of which 6.8 million are women.

101. Thefindings, results, and lessons learned presented in this report have informed the GEF-
9 Programming Directions,** including the LDFA strategy in the upcoming GEF-9 cycle (July 2026
to June 2030). The LDFA strategy continues to be fully aligned with the UNCCD Strategic
Framework 2018 — 2030, supporting all five Strategic Objectives. The GEF will continue to support
countries with a broad range of SLM interventions to support the implementation of voluntary

44 GEF, 2026, GEF-9 Programming Directions. Council Document GEF/C.71/02/Rev.02
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LDN targets, addressing DLDD, institutions, regulatory frameworks, and policy coherence for LDN.
In addition, the GEF-9 strategy includes a new Integrated Program on Drylands and Drought
Management, which will help selected countries to implement their national drought plans.

102. At the fourth meeting of the participants to the GEF-9 Replenishment, donor countries
pledged an initial amount of $3.9 billion for GEF-9, in a powerful demonstration of commitment
to meeting international environmental goals through multilateral cooperation.* The significant
funding will enable the GEF to bolster investment in nature-positive development, helping
developing countries address their most urgent priorities and generate global environmental
benefits that help people as well as ecosystems.

103. As part of the Eighth GEF Assembly, in its 715t meeting, the GEF Council, considered the
Summary of Negotiations of the Ninth Replenishment of the GEF Trust Fund,*® welcomed the
successful conclusion of the replenishment, and endorsed the Programming Directions including
the allocations of resources set forth therein, the policy recommendations, and the Draft
Replenishment Resolution.

104. Additional pledges in support of a robust GEF-9 Replenishment are expected during GEF-
9 and will be reported on the GEF website in due course under this link. A notional scenario for
the allocation of GEF-9 resources is part of the replenishment documents.*’

45 GEF April 9, 2026: Press release.

46 GEF, 2026, Draft Summary of Negotiations of the Ninth Replenishment of the GEF Trust Fund. Council Document
GEF/C.71/02/Rev.02

47 GEF 2026: GEF-9 Programming Scenarios and Global Environmental Benefits Targets
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ANNEXES

Annex 1: Land Degradation Focal Area Projects Approved in the Reporting Period

Annex 2: Land Degradation Focal Area Projects Approved as Multi-Trust Fund Projects

Annex 3: Brief Description of Approved Projects and Programs

The following Focal Area Objective Codes represent the GEF-8 Focal Area Objectives in these

Annexes:
Focal Area
Objective GEF-8 Focal Area Objective Name
Code
BD-1-1 Financial Sustainability, Effective Management, and Ecosystem Coverage of Protected Area Systems
BD-1-2 Sustainable Use of Biodiversity
BD-1-3 Ecosystem Restoration
BD-1-4 Biodiversity Mainstreaming in Priority Sectors
BD-3-1 Development of Domestic Resource Mobilization/Biodiversity Finance Plans
BD-3-2 Implementation of Domestic Resource Mobilization/Biodiversity Finance Plans
CCA-1-1 Supporting Implementation of Climate Change Adaptation Solutions in Priority Themes
CCA-1-2 Scaling Up Finance for Adaptation
CCA-1-3 Strengthening Innovation and Private Sector Engagement
CCA-2-1 Supporting Adaptation Needs of SIDS (SCCF-A)
CCA-1-4 Fostering Partnerships for Inclusion and a Whole-of-Society Approach
CCM-1-1 Accelerate the Efficient Use of Energy and Materials.
CCM-1-2 Enable the Transition to Decarbonized Power Systems.
CCM-1-4 Promote Nature-based Solutions with High Mitigation Potential.
CW-1 Policy Reform, Policy Coherence, and Enabling Conditions to Transition to Cleaner Chemistry and
Eliminate Existing Waste
IW-1-1 Accelerate Joint Action to Support a Sustainable Blue Economy - Sustaining Healthy Blue Ecosystems
IW-3 Enhance Water Security in Shared Freshwater Ecosystems
LD-1 Avoid and Reduce Land Degradation Through Sustainable Land Management
LD-2 Reverse Land Degradation Through Landscape Restoration
LD-3 Address Desertification, Land Degradation, and Drought Issues, Particularly in Drylands
LD-4 Improve the Enabling Policy and Institutional Framework for Land Degradation Neutrality
LD-EA UNCCD Enabling Activities
SGP Small Grants Programme
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Annex 1: Land Degradation Focal Area Projects Approved in the Reporting Period

GEF-8: July 1, 2024 — April 15, 2026 All amounts in $ million (rounded)
GEF LDFA Total Co-
GEF ID Country Project Title Financing 'PrOJGFt financing I.'DFA Other'Foc.aI Area
. Financing (S Objectives Objectives
(S million) L -
(S million)  million)
12295 | Sudan IFAD Sustainable Natural Resource and Livelihood 8.3 3.5 30.0 | LD-3,LD-1 | CCM-1-4,
Project — North BD-1-1
12291 | Botswana UNDP Restoring the Ecosystem Integrity of the 7.1 3.1 31.2 | LD-1 CCM-1-1,
Degraded Bobirwa-Tswapong Ecosystem to BD-1-1

Sustain Livelihoods and Effectively Respond to
Climate Change, Human-Wildlife Conflict and
Biodiversity Management Requirements.
12277 | Malaysia UNDP Conservation of Globally Significant 6.3 0.5 42.2 | LD-2 BD-1-1
Biodiversity of the Ulu Jelai — Fraser’s Hill
Watershed, Malaysia, through an Integrated
Landscape Management approach

12275 | Syria UNDP Integrated Management For Ecosystem 5.6 5.0 13.0 | LD-3, LD-
Services Restoration, Biodiversity 2,LD-1
Conservation, Sustainable Land, Water
Management in Syria

12151 | Central UNEP Catalyzing Land Restoration and Biodiversity 2.0 11 5.0 | LD-2 BD-1-2
African Conservation through Inclusive and Gender-
Republic Responsive Landscape Governance in the
Mbaéré—Oubangui Landscape, Central African
Republic.
12140 | Dominican FAO Securing Forest Landscapes in the Dominican 5.5 2.9 23.0 | LD-1 CCM-1-4
Republic Republic through Integrated Governance and
Climate Finance
12108 | Pakistan UNDP Integrated management of land and Water 2.2 2.0 9.8 | LD-4, LD-
Resources for Strengthening Climate 3, LD-2,
Resilience in Flood Affected Areas of LD-1

Balochistan, Pakistan
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LDFA Total Co-

GEF

Project fi i LDFA Other Focal Al
GEF ID Country Agency Project Title Financing . ro;e.c nan<ing . .. er. oc.a rea
. Financing (S Objectives Objectives
(S million) . s
($ million)  million)
12096 | Cameroon FAO Integrated Landscape Management, 3.4 3.0 13.5 | LD-3, LD-
Sustainable Use of Biodiversity, and Drought 2, LD-1

Resilience in the North and Far North Regions
of Cameroon

12087 | Marshall UNDP Blue-Green Atolls: Addressing Land 6.6 5.4 38.5 | LD-3, LD- CCM-1-2,
Islands Degradation, Groundwater Salinization & 2, LD-1 CCA-2-1
Coastal Erosion in Republic of the Marshall
Islands via Climate Resilient Strategies

12086 | South Sudan | UNDP Resilient Landscapes and Livelihoods through 7.6 2.2 53.0 | LD-1 CCM-1-1,
Integrated Landscape Management and BD-1-1
Nature-Based Solutions in South Sudan

12084 | Suriname UNDP Introduction of Climate Smart Agricultural 0.2 0.1 0.5 | LD-1 CCA-2-1

Technologies in the District of Coronie to
Increase Climate Resilience

12083 | DRC FAO Healthy and Productive Ecosystems for 6.8 0.3 20.8 | LD-2 CCM-1-4,
Healthy and Productive Rural Communities in BD-1-2
DRC

12080 | Eritrea UNDP Promoting Sustainable Land Management to 9.4 6.8 30.6 | LD-4, LD- CCM-1-4, CCM-1-
Achieve Land Degradation Neutrality, 2,LD-1 1

Enhance Livelihoods, and Strengthen the
Farming Communities in the Aylagundet
Watershed, Debub Region, Eritrea

12072 | Malawi IFAD Resilient Integrated Livestock and 6.0 3.1 33.0 | LD-1 CCM-1-4,
Aquaculture Project BD-1-1
12070 | Honduras UNDP Sustainable Land Management in Ecosystems 53 4.7 31.8 | LD-3

of the Gulf of Fonseca Region in Honduras
Generates Environmental and Global Benefits

12066 | India IUCN Accelerating Community-Led Actions for 7.3 2.6 51.0 | LD-2,LD-1 | CCM-1-4,
Ecosystem Resilience and Biodiversity BD-1-4,
Conservation Through Integrated Landscape BD-1-3,
Management BD-1-1

12064 | Brazil UNDP Promoting Policy Coherence through Support 9.0 2.7 44.2 | LD-1 CCM-1-4,
for Brazil’s Ecological Transformation Plan BD-1-1
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LDFA
Project
Financing
(S million)

2.0

(c]3
Financing
(S million)

GEF ID

Project Title

Country Agency

12063 | Mexico FAO Mexico’s First National Policy for 9.0

Deforestation-Free and Low-Emission:
Transforming the Livestock Sector

Total Co-
financing
(s
million)

64.2

LDFA
Objectives

LD-2

Other Focal Area
Objectives

CCM-1-4,
BD-1-4

12033 | Bangladesh FAO Integrated Nature-Based Management of 10.4 1.8

Jaflong-Dawki, Cox’s Bazar-Teknaf Peninsula
and Sonadia Ecologically Critical Areas in
Bangladesh

50.0

LD-1

CCM-1-4,
BD-1-2,
BD-1-1

11995 | Jordan UNDP Restoring the Degraded Habitats of Forested 1.0 0.1

Areas in the Agricultural Landscapes of
Northern Jordan

6.0

LD-1

BD-1-1

11987 | Zimbabwe UNDP Harnessing Natural Capital - Unlocking 6.4 3.5

Zimbabwe's Biodiversity Potential in the
Sebungwe Landscape

25.6

LD-1

BD-1-1

11981 | Philippines cl Restoration through Science-based Execution 33 1.9
and Established Biodiverse Registry for
Degraded Ecosystems in Protected Areas and

Broader Landscapes in the Philippines

8.6

LD-1

BD-1-1

11976 UNEP Promotion of Sustainable Rangeland 2.0 1.8
Management and Restoration Strategies and

Practices in the Northwest Coastal Region of
Egypt

Egypt

12.3

LD-1

11970 | Global UNEP Umbrella Project for GEF-8 Enabling Activities 1.0 0.9

for National Reporting under the UNCCD —
Umbrella IV

0.0

LD-EA

11962 World

Bank

Moldova TerraMoldova: Expanding Sustainable Land 4.0 3.7

and Biodiversity Management in Moldova

85.5

LD-2, LD-1

11941 | Global World

Bank

Drought Resilience Support Facility 2.5 2.3

53

LD-3

11936 UNDP Enhancing the Conservation in the Tian Shan 2.5 0.7

Mountain Regions in Central and Eastern
Kyrgyzstan

Kyrgyz
Republic

15.1

LD-2, LD-1

BD-3-2,
BD-3-1,
BD-1-4,
BD-1-1
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GEF ID

11935

Country

Global

Agency

UNDP

Project Title

Scaling the Capacity of UNCCD Parties for
Inclusive Decision Support in Land
Degradation Neutrality

(c]3
Financing
(S million)

2.2

LDFA
Project
Financing
(S million)

2.0

Total Co-
financing
(s
million)

0.3

LDFA

Objectives

LD-4, LD-1

Other Focal Area
Objectives

11923

Ecuador

FAO

Accelerating the Sustainable Transformation
of Ecuadorian Banana Industry (Ecuador
Green Footprint Project)

2.0

1.1

7.1

LD-1

CCM-1-4

11918

Uruguay

FAO

Sustainable Transformation of Agriculture:
Towards a Biodiverse and Resilient System in
Uruguay

1.0

0.4

6.0

LD-4

CCM-1-4

11910

Global

UNEP

GEF Support to the 2026 UNCCD National
Reporting Process - Umbrella IlI

3.4

3.1

0.0

LD-EA

11909

Global

UNEP

GEF Support to the 2026 UNCCD National
Reporting Process - Umbrella Il

5.0

4.6

0.0

LD-EA

11889

St. Kitts and
Nevis

FAO

Supporting Land Degradation Neutrality in St.

Kitts and Nevis

4.5

4.0

5.0

LD-4, LD-1

11879

Madagascar

UNEP

Establishing Sustainable Wetland
Management Cornerstones in Madagascar

7.2

0.8

34.8

LD-2

CCM-1-4, BD-1-1

11873

Georgia

UNEP

The Rehabilitation of Degraded Pastures to
Promote Land Degradation Neutrality and
Improve Livelihoods in Georgia

1.7

1.5

5.4

LD-1

11872

Jordan

IUCN

Promoting Sustainable Rangeland
Management and Restoration Practices and
Strategies to Achieve LDN in the Northern
Badia of Jordan

2.0

1.8

12.0

LD-2, LD-1

11866

Regional

World
Bank/IFC

Regenerative Agriculture for Food Supply
Chains

15.0

9.2

202.2

LD-2, LD-1

CCM-1-4

11862

Djibouti

UNEP

Revitalizing Natural Ecosystems and Habitats
in Djibouti's Mabla and Madgoul Landscapes

4.0

0.4

21.8

LD-3, LD-1

BD-3-1,
BD-1-1

11848

Global

FAO

Pilot Project for GEF-8 Enabling Activities for
National Reporting under the UNCCD with
Support for Enhanced Data/Reporting

2.6

2.4

0.0

LD-EA

11839

Global

UNEP

GEF Support to the 2026 UNCCD National
Reporting Process - Umbrella |

4.9

4.5

0.0

LD-EA
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LDFA Total Co-

Project financing LDFA Other Focal Area
Financing (S Objectives Objectives
(S million)  million)
11836 | Global UNEP Global Support Programme IV - Strengthening 3.5 3.2 0.0 | LD-EA
Capacities of Country Parties for the 2026
Reporting Process in the Context of the
UNCCD 2018-2030 Strategic Framework and
SDG target 15.3
11835 | Global IFAD AgroWeb3: Market Access Window Project 1.8 1.7 0.8 | LD-2

11834 | Global cl Enhancing Data and Capacity Development 1.8 1.6 0.3 | LD4
Resources to Support UNCCD Country Parties
in National Reporting and Targeting of Efforts
to Achieve Land Degradation Neutrality

GEF

GEF ID Country Agency Project Title Financing
(S million)

11832 | Kenya UNEP Enhancing Integrated Coastal Forests 3.3 13 13.8 | LD-2, LD-1 | BD-1-4,
Biodiversity Hotspot Management and BD-1-3
Restoration for Increased Ecosystem Services
in Kenya

11826 | Turkiye FAO Promoting the Safe and Effective Use of 1.2 0.3 4.8 | LD-3 CCM-1-4

Treated Wastewater and Sludge to Improve
Soil Quality, Address Land Degradation, and
Mitigate Climate Change

11824 | Samoa FAO Transformation of Agrifood Systems through 2.0 1.2 2.3 | LD-4, LD- CCM-1-4
Smart Agriculture in Samoa 2,LD-1
11819 | Togo FAO Enhancing Climate Change Adaptation of 0.1 0.1 14.5 | LD-1 CCA-1-1

Local Communities in the Plateaux Region of
Togo through Climate-Resilient Integrated
Landscape Management

11759 | Kiribati IFAD Enhancing & Sustaining Kiribati’s Resilient 8.6 1.8 25.0 | LD-4, LD-2 | CCM-1-4, CCM-1-
Future: Integrating Green Economy 1, CCA-1-4, CCA-
Transformations to Strengthen Atolls Climate 1-3, CCA-1-2,
Change Adaptation and Sustainable Land Use CCA-1-1, BD-1-4,
Management BD-1-3,
BD-1-2
11732 | Jamaica UNDP iCOAST in Jamaica 6.0 0.2 57.1 | LD-2 IW-3,
IW-1-1,
CW-1,
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GEF LD'FA 'I:otal C.o-
GEF ID Country Agency Project Title Financing .PrOJGf:t financing I.'DFA Other.Foc.aI Area
($ million) Flna.ncflng .(?‘ Objectives Objectives
(S million)  million)
CCM-1-1
11726 | Global UNDP Eighth Operational Phase of the GEF Small 80.7 5.5 56.7 | LD-1 SGP, CCM-1-4,
Grants Programme (Tranche 2) BD-1-1
11720 | Liberia FAO Promoting Sustainable Land Management for 5.8 1.2 43.4 | LD-1 CCM-1-1, BD-1-1
the Achievement of Land Degradation
Neutrality for Improved Equity, Sustainability,
and Resilience in Rice Landscapes of Liberia
11718 | Fiji IFAD Revitalizing Ecosystems for Sustainable 9.2 1.7 13.2 | LD-2, LD-1 | BD-1-4, BD-1-3,
Agriculture and Resilience in Fiji BD-1-2
11716 | Ukraine FAO Resilient Ukrainian Forest Landscapes: 6.1 0.9 42.6 | LD-2 CCM-1-4
Combating Land Degradation, Climate
Change, and Economic Setbacks through
Landscape-Level Forest Restoration.
11706 | Libya UNDP Integrated Land and Water Management for 5.8 25 20.0 | LD-1 BD-1-1
Enhanced Ecosystem Goods and Services in
Libya
11700 | Samoa UNDP Strengthening Climate Adaptation, 3.0 0.1 37.0 | LD-2,LD-1 | CCA-2-1, BD-1-3
Biodiversity Conservation, and Combating
Land Degradation through Ecosystem-based
Adaptation in Samoa
11698 | Global FAO Eighth Operational Phase of the GEF Small 18.5 0.5 17.0 | LD-1 SGP, CCM-1-4,
Grants Programme (Tranche I1) BD-1-1
11694 | Madagascar World Madagascar Science-based Management of 20.1 2.4 162.3 | LD-2,LD-1 | CCA-1-1, BD-3-2,
Bank Biodiversity and Natural Resources for BD-1-4, BD-1-3,
Economic Development Project BD-1-1
11684 | Benin UNEP FARM+ Benin: Transitioning the Cotton Sector 7.2 0.9 32.5 | LD-1 IW-3, CW-1
to Sustainable and Climate Resilient Practices
11679 | Colombia UNEP Participatory Restoration to Improve 20.1 12.7 82.7 | LD-2 BD-1-4
Ecosystem Service Provision and Connectivity
at the Landscape Scale in Colombia
11668 | Viet Nam UNDP Strengthening Nature-Based Solutions to 4.0 0.1 23.0 | LD-1 CCM-1-4, BD-1-3,
Restore Ecosystems, and Conserve and BD-1-2

45




GEF ID

Country

Project Title

Enhance Blue Carbon Stocks and Biodiversity
in Viet Nam

(c]3
Financing
(S million)

LDFA
Project
Financing
(S million)

Total Co-
financing
(s

million)

LDFA
Objectives

Other Focal Area
Objectives

11663

Turkiye

IFAD

Towards Land Degradation Neutrality Using
Nature Based Solutions in the Catchments of
the FIRAT Watershed

1.6

1.4

54.8

LD-3, LD-
2,LD-1

11648

Tonga

FAO

Transforming Food Systems through
Ecosystem-Based Approaches to Combat Land
Degradation and Loss in Ecosystem Services in
Value Chains in Tonga

2.0

13

4.0

LD-1

BD-1-2, BD-1-1

11548

Togo

UNDP

Strengthening the Resilience of Natural and
Agro-Ecosystems and Communities to Climate
Change in Central Togo

3.0

1.5

161.1

LD-2, LD-1

CCA-1-1,BD-1-1

11541

St. Vincent
and
Grenadines

UNEP

Watershed Action for Restoring Ecosystems in
the South Corridor of St. Vincent

6.9

6.1

14.5

LD-4, LD-
2,LD-1

11533

Montenegro

UNDP

Integrated Management of Multiple Use
Landscapes/Seascapes to Promote
Biodiversity Conservation, Ecosystem
Restoration, Improve Land and Marine
Productivity and Economic Benefits to Local
Communities

6.3

0.9

48.4

LD-2, LD-1

CCM-1-4, BD-3-2,
BD-3-1, BD-1-4,
BD-1-1

11415

India

FAO

Supporting an Integrated Approach for
Ecosystem and Biodiversity Conservation and
Improved Livelihoods in Central India
(Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra)

11.0

3.6

99.6

LD-1

BD-1-4, BD-1-3

11407

Tanzania

UNEP

Integrated Landscape Management for
Sustainable Ecosystem Services and
Community Livelihoods in Wami-Ruvu River
Basin

6.0

2.8

25.8

LD-3, LD-1

CCM-1-4, BD-3-2,
BD-1-1

11403

India

FAO

Enabling Resilience of Livestock Keepers
through Integrated Landscape Management

9.9

5.8

63.4

LD-1

CCM-1-4
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Annex 2: Land Degradation Focal Area Projects Approved as Multi-Trust Fund Projects

(July 2024 — April 2026) All amounts in $ million (rounded)
GEF ID Country Agency Project Title LDCF / Co- LDFA Other Focal Area
SCCF Financing Objectiv Objectives
Financing ($ million) es
($ million)
Least Developed Country Fund (LDCF)
11819 Togo FAO Enhancing Climate Change Adaptation of Local 4.4 14.5 | LD-1 CCA-1-1
Communities in the Plateaux Region of Togo through
Climate-Resilient Integrated Landscape
Management
11759 Kiribati IFAD Enhancing & Sustaining Kiribati’s Resilient Future: 20.0 25.0 | LD-4, LD- | CCM-1-4, CCM-1-1,
Integrating Green Economy Transformations to 2 CCA-1-4, CCA-1-3,
Strengthen Atolls Climate Change Adaptation and CCA-1-2, CCA-1-1,
Sustainable Land Use Management BD-1-4, BD-1-3,
BD-1-2
11694 Madagascar World Madagascar Science-based Management of 2.0 162.3 | LD-2, LD- | CCA-1-1, BD-3-2,
Bank Biodiversity and Natural Resources for Economic 1 BD-1-4, BD-1-3,
Development Project BD-1-1
11548 Togo UNDP Strengthening the Resilience of Natural and Agro- 4.5 161.1 | LD-2, LD- | CCA-1-1,
Ecosystems and Communities to Climate Change in 1 BD-1-1
Central Togo
Special Climate Change Fund (SCCF)
12087 Marshall UNDP Blue-Green Atolls: Addressing Land Degradation, 3.0 38.5 | LD-3,LD- | CCM-1-2,
Islands Groundwater Salinization & Coastal Erosion in RMI 2, LD-1 CCA-2-1
via climate resilient strategies
12084 Suriname UNDP Introduction of Climate Smart Agricultural 3.0 0.5 | LD-1 CCA-2-1
Technologies in the District of Coronie to Increase
Climate Resilience
11700 Samoa UNDP Strengthening Climate Adaptation, Biodiversity 3.0 37.0 | LD-2, LD- | CCA-2-1,
Conservation, and Combating Land Degradation 1 BD-1-3
through Ecosystem-based Adaptation in Samoa
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Annex 3: Brief Description of Approved Projects and Programs

LDFA Approved Projects, GEF-8 (July 1, 2024 — April 15, 2026)

GEFID 12295 Sudan: Sustainable Natural Resource and Livelihood Project — North (IFAD)
The project targets sustainable agropastoral landscape management and climate-resilient,
gender-inclusive livelihoods. It strengthens the policy environment to respond to acute land
degradation and desertification in arid zones that drive food insecurity and conflict risks,
especially for women and youth. Key expected outcomes include the rehabilitation of 20,000
ha, the mitigation of 3.06 million tCO,e of GHG emissions, and direct benefits for 8,000 people,
specifically including 3,200 women and 2,400 youth.

GEFID 12291 Botswana: Restoring the Ecosystem Integrity of the Degraded Bobirwa-
Tswapong Ecosystem to Sustain Livelihoods and Effectively Respond to Climate Change,
Human-Wildlife Conflict and Biodiversity Management Requirements (UNDP)

The project focuses on restoring ecosystem integrity through integrated landscape and SLM. It
seeks to resolve land-use conflicts and human-wildlife competition while supporting nature-
based enterprises for local economic growth. Key expected outcomes feature 410,000 ha under
sustainable management and the mitigation of 7.9 million tCO,e of GHG emissions, supporting
180,000 direct beneficiaries with an equal participation of women and men.

GEFID 12277 Malaysia: Conservation of Globally Significant Biodiversity of the Ulu Jelai -
Fraser’s Hill Watershed, Malaysia, through an Integrated Landscape Management Approach
(UNDP)

The project addresses the conservation of globally significant biodiversity via an ILM approach.
The initiative combats forest degradation and habitat fragmentation that threaten critical
wildlife corridors. At least 20 community-led green enterprises will be operational, raising
Indigenous Peoples and local communities’ incomes by 25 percent. It aims to deliver an ILM
Spatial Plan covering 250,000 ha, 7,500 ha of forest restoration, and a 50 percent reduction in
human-wildlife conflict, directly benefiting 3,500 people (50 percent women). It is expected to
mitigate 2,133,993 tCO,e of GHG emissions.

GEFID 12275 Syria: Integrated Management For Ecosystem Services Restoration,
Biodiversity Conservation, Sustainable Land, Water Management in Syria (UNDP)

The project focuses on reversing land degradation and strengthening drought-resilient land
management in the Latakia Governorate. It improves inter-ministerial coordination for land
restoration and supports community-based interventions such as natural regeneration, soil
conservation, and water-harvesting across degraded drylands to address the challenges of
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prolonged drought and soil erosion that have severely reduced regional productivity. Key
outcomes include 5,000 ha of forest restoration, 10,500 ha under improved management, and
direct benefits for 4,000 people, with at least 50 percent being women and youth.

GEFID 12151 Central African Republic: Catalyzing Land Restoration and Biodiversity
Conservation through Inclusive and Gender-Responsive Landscape Governance in the
Mbaéré—Oubangui Landscape, Central African Republic (UNEP)

The project covers land degradation neutrality and biodiversity conservation through inclusive,
gender-equitable governance. It is driven by the requirement to restore degraded forest and
riparian systems. It institutionalizes inclusive governance structures, implements nature-based
solutions to restore degraded forests, and establishes robust monitoring and knowledge
systems for adaptive management. It aims to achieve 3,000 ha of land restoration, the
mitigation of approximately 636,324 tCO,e of GHG emissions, and significantly improved
gender equity in rural resilience.

GEFID 12140 Dominican Republic: Securing Forest Landscapes in the Dominican Republic
through Integrated Governance and Climate Finance (FAO)

The project targets the transformation of degraded forest management to support LDN and
climate resilience. It responds to weak territorial governance and the lack of sustainable finance
for community-led restoration. It establishes a participatory masterplan, builds capacity for
climate-resilient practices, develops innovative finance models, and pilots scalable restoration
approaches in priority watersheds. Key outcomes include 1,500 ha of restored forest, 66,369 ha
under improved management, and mitigating 531,658 tCO,e of GHG emissions. It will also
strengthen adaptation and resilience capacities of 52,000 beneficiaries, including at least
25,000 women.

GEFID 12108 Pakistan Integrated Management of Land and Water Resources for
Strengthening Climate Resilience in Flood Affected Areas of Balochistan, Pakistan (UNDP)
The project addresses integrated land and water management to strengthen climate resilience
in flood-affected districts. It tackles the severe degradation of forest and agricultural
ecosystems caused by increasing climatic volatility by mainstreaming SLM principles into
provincial policies and demonstrating climate-resilient restoration of forests, agricultural lands,
and rangelands using integrated water management. Key expected outcomes include 8,000 ha
of restored land, improved water management across 5,000 ha, and the active participation of
women and marginalized groups among its 2,000 beneficiaries. Co-benefits include enhanced
soil carbon sequestration (216,209 tCO»e over 20 years), improved ecosystem services, and
conservation of globally significant biodiversity.
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GEFID 12096 Cameroon Integrated Landscape Management, Sustainable Use of Biodiversity,
and Drought Resilience in the North and Far North Regions of Cameroon (FAO)

The project focuses on ILM and drought-smart approaches to enhance agroecosystem services.
It is motivated by declining food security and the need for market-driven value chains. It
integrates locally-led drought management into municipal plans, implements smart land
restoration practices, and scales market-driven value chains like bamboo to enhance food
security. It aims for 8,447 ha of restoration and 11,933 ha of production land under sustainable
management, ensuring the inclusive participation of young and indigenous communities, with
at least 50 percent women among its 8,500 targeted households.

GEFID 12087 Marshall Islands: Blue-Green Atolls: Addressing Land Degradation,
Groundwater Salinization & Coastal Erosion in RMI via Climate Resilient Strategies (UNDP)
The project addresses land degradation, groundwater salinization, and coastal erosion through
climate-resilient strategies. It responds to the high-risk environmental conditions across 24
inhabited atolls that threaten water security and coastal stability. It upgrades water
infrastructure with solar-powered filtration systems, adopts enforceable coastal management
plans, and utilizes ecosystem-based adaptation to restore mangroves and beaches. Key
outcomes include safe drinking water for around 11,000 people and a 40 percent or greater
reduction in dry-season salinity across approximately 400 wells. Between 30 and 40 ha of
mangroves and 9 to 12 ha of beaches will be restored, with improved management across
5,300 ha and 4,258 tCO,e avoided GHG emissions. The project will reach at least 12,000 direct
beneficiaries — 50 percent women — and create at least 60 new jobs.

GEFID 12086 South Sudan: Resilient Landscapes and Livelihoods through Integrated
Landscape Management and Nature-Based Solutions in South Sudan (UNDP)

The project targets the enhancement of ecosystem and livelihood resilience through nature-
based solutions. It is driven by high rates of deforestation, flooding, and soil fertility loss that
undermine food security. It utilizes nature-based solutions and an integrated landscape
approach to restore degraded ecosystems, balance competing land uses, and strengthen
natural resource governance. Expected outcomes include 27,000 ha of land restoration, 10,000
ha under improved biodiversity management, the mitigation of 1.67 million tCO,e of GHG
emissions, and 100,000 beneficiaries, at least 50 percent of whom are women.

GEFID 12084 Suriname: Introduction of Climate Smart Agricultural Technologies in the
District of Coronie to Increase Climate Resilience (UNDP)

The project focuses on raising awareness of climate-sensitive planning; building capacity for
climate resilience among farmers; enhancing water resource management; and strengthening
agricultural resilience. It trains farmers in climate adaptation, implements rainwater harvesting
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and irrigation systems, and introduces saline-resistant crops and bioeconomy strategies to
diversify incomes. It will deliver 7,375 ha of degraded land brought under restoration,
benefiting 3,391 people, including 1,644 women.

GEFID 12083 DRC: Healthy and Productive Ecosystems for Healthy and Productive Rural
Communities in DRC (FAO)

The project aims to restore degraded forest ecosystems and strengthen resilient rural
livelihoods with a strong gender focus. It tackles poor governance and land degradation
through national and provincial forest restoration strategies. The project establishes national
forest restoration strategies, implements inclusive community forestry and natural
regeneration, and partners with universities to monitor ecological outcomes. It aims to deliver
18,537 ha of land restoration and improved management across 219,136 ha of community
forests, directly benefiting 10,000 people (50 percent women), with a broader reach of 50,000
beneficiaries over the project’s lifetime.

GEFID 12080 Eritrea: Promoting Sustainable Land Management to Achieve Land Degradation
Neutrality, Enhance Livelihoods, and Strengthen the Farming Communities in the Aylagundet
Watershed, Debub Region, Eritrea (UNDP)

The project addresses SLM to achieve LDN and enhance community resilience. It focuses on the
severe water scarcity and declining soil fertility that threatens food security and the livelihoods
of over 60 percent of the population that are dependent on smallholder farming. It strengthens
community-based watershed management and implements sustainable agricultural practices,
agroforestry, and soil conservation to achieve land degradation neutrality. Key outcomes
include the improved management of 11,851 ha of land, 6,294 ha of restoration, and a gender-
inclusive approach benefiting 25,830 community members (12,660 women and 13,170 men).

GEFID 12072 Malawi: Resilient Integrated Livestock and Aquaculture Project (IFAD)

The project targets the reduction of land degradation by mainstreaming biodiversity into
livestock and aquaculture production through gender-sensitive efforts. It is driven by the
vulnerability of rural communities to climate shocks. The project strengthens policy frameworks
and scales up agrobiodiverse aquaculture and livestock practices alongside SLM to build climate
resilience among vulnerable communities. Expected results feature 50,000 ha of land
restoration, 59,000 ha under improved practices, 100,000 tCO,e mitigated, and 30,000
beneficiaries, half of whom are women.

GEFID 12070 Honduras: Sustainable Land Management in Ecosystems of the Gulf of Fonseca
Region in Honduras Generates Environmental and Global Benefits (UNDP)
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The project addresses SLM to combat degradation and generate global environmental benefits.
It responds to fragmented public policies and seeks to promote the equitable participation of
vulnerable populations in coastal areas. The project strengthens public regulatory norms,
integrates SLM into territorial planning, and establishes productive landscape models to
increase the income of coastal producers. Key expected outcomes include 76,027 ha under
improved practices, 160 ha of land restoration, and 2,542 direct beneficiaries (1,347 women
and 1,195 men).

GEFID 12066 India: Accelerating Community-Led Actions for Ecosystem Resilience and
Biodiversity Conservation through Integrated Landscape Management (IUCN)

The project focuses on community-led actions for ecosystem resilience through ILM. It seeks to
mitigate forest fires and other degradation drivers by institutionalizing cross-sectoral
coordination. The project embeds ILM into decentralized planning, tags budgets to increase
public spending on conservation, and links national early warning systems to village-level forest
fire protocols. Key expected outcomes include at least 167,899 ha of critical protected area
landscapes adopting ILM strategies; 300,000 ha of priority forests and production landscapes
under improved management; and 2.9 million tCO,e mitigated. These will bring resilience and
nature-positive livelihoods to around 10,000 people (at least 50 percent women).

GEFID 12064 Brazil: Promoting Policy Coherence through Support for Brazil’s Ecological
Transformation Plan (UNDP)

The project addresses policy coherence and the alignment of public finance with biodiversity
goals. It targets the structural drivers of policy incoherence that prevent the adoption of low-
carbon production systems. The project revises public finance sustainability criteria, pilots
restructured financial products for low-carbon production, and integrates payment for
environmental services into rural credit programs. Expected outcomes include 13,000 ha of
land restoration, 1.068 million ha of landscapes under improved practices, and 60.4 million
tCO,e mitigated, directly benefiting 48,400 people (50 percent women).

GEFID 12063 Mexico: Mexico’s First National Policy for Deforestation-Free and Low-
Emission: Transforming the Livestock Sector (FAO)

The project aims to close the policy coherence gap between agricultural and environmental
frameworks. It addresses the structural drivers of degradation in the livestock sector across
high-deforestation frontiers. The project aligns agricultural, environmental, and financial
policies to eliminate deforestation in critical livestock frontiers by providing technical assistance
and improving market access for producers. Key results will include sustainable management of
459,090 ha, restoration of 111,229 ha, and the mitigation of 63.7 million tCO,e, directly
benefiting 150,000 people (with targeted 30 percent women and 15 percent youth
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participation) including improving access to finance, technical assistance, and market
opportunities.

GEFID 12033 Bangladesh: Integrated Nature-Based Management of Jaflong-Dawki, Cox’s
Bazar-Teknaf Peninsula and Sonadia Ecologically Critical Areas in Bangladesh (FAO)

The project focuses on nature-based management in three ecologically critical areas of
Bangladesh. It responds to a high dependency on natural resources that leads to ecosystem
degradation, requiring environmentally friendly livelihoods that support gender equality and
social inclusion. The project empowers Village Conservation Groups to protect ecosystems,
restores degraded habitats, and creates environmentally friendly livelihoods to reduce
community dependency on natural resources. Key outcomes include 55 village conservation
groups improving coordination between community-level initiatives and formal governance
structures. It will support improved management or protection of 41,328 ha, mitigation of
0.532 million tCO,e of GHG emissions by 2030, and benefit 328,862 people.

GEFID 11995 Jordan: Restoring the Degraded Habitats of Forested Areas in the Agricultural
Landscapes of Northern Jordan (UNDP)

The project targets the inclusive conservation and restoration of the Al Me’raad Watershed. It
is motivated by the need for innovative financing to attract private investment into degraded
forest and rangeland ecosystems. The project strengthens forest regulatory frameworks, builds
capacity for SLM, and pilots innovative financing to restore degraded forest and rangeland
ecosystems. Expected outcomes include 3,800 ha of restoration, 1,200 ha of biodiversity-
focused management, and support for 18,000 vulnerable individuals, 50 percent of whom are
women.

GEFID 11987 Zimbabwe: Harnessing Natural Capital - Unlocking Zimbabwe's Biodiversity
Potential in the Sebungwe Landscape (UNDP)

The project focuses on unlocking biodiversity potential through ILM. It tackles the drivers of
degradation by embedding ILM into state-level biodiversity strategies. The project embeds ILM
into state planning, utilizes participatory mapping, and links early warning systems to local
protocols for forest restoration and fire mitigation. Key outcomes include 167,899 ha of critical
landscapes adopting ILM strategies and 300,000 ha of production landscapes under improved
management, benefiting around 10,000 people (at least 50 percent women). It is also expected
to generate approximately 2.9 million tCOze in carbon benefits over 20 years.

GEFID 11981 The Philippines: Restoration through Science-based Execution and Established
Biodiverse Registry for Degraded Ecosystems in Protected Areas and Broader Landscapes in

the Philippines (RESEEDPh) (Cl)
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The project addresses the reversal of land degradation in forest and agrobiodiverse landscapes
through science-based execution and gender and social inclusion. It aims to combat severe soil
erosion and forest loss caused by weak governance. The project leverages science-based
planning, capacity development, and inclusive knowledge systems to implement restoration
and sustainable practices across forest and agrobiodiverse landscapes. It aims to deliver 5,100
ha of restoration and 10,000 ha under improved management practices.

GEFID 11976 Egypt: Promotion of Sustainable Rangeland Management and Restoration
Strategies and Practices in the Northwest Coastal Region of Egypt (UNEP)

The project focuses on gender-responsive rangeland restoration strategies to protect pastoral
livelihoods. It responds to the threats of soil degradation and vegetation loss, recognizing the
differentiated roles of women and men in rangeland management. The project enhances
stakeholder capacity, integrates restoration into pastoral governance, and scales up innovative
rangeland management practices to combat desertification and overgrazing. Key expected
outcomes include 60,000 ha under restoration and help to mitigate 2,539,277 tCOe of GHG
emissions. Overall, the project will benefit a total of 900 people, including 400 women.

GEFID 11970 Global: Umbrella Project for GEF-8 Enabling Activities for National Reporting
under the UNCCD — Umbrella IV (UNEP)

The Umbrella IV project is the third Medium-Sized Project in GEF-8 to support Enabling
Activities in countries that are Parties to the UNCCD. Under this project participating countries
(Angola, Niue, North Macedonia, Oman, Timor Leste, Tonga, Tuvalu, Uganda) are supported to
prepare and submit their national reports to the UNCCD by November 2026. The resultant
information and enhanced technical capacity in data collection and spatial mapping will also be
used to support national communication and advocacy on reporting and land degradation
neutrality targets achievement at the national level. This project will support Parties to fulfill
the CRIC21 recommendations.

GEFID 11962 Moldova: TerraMoldova: Expanding Sustainable Land and Biodiversity
Management in Moldova (World Bank)

This project targets ecosystem restoration and SLM across wetlands and forests. The project
strengthens governance and European Union alignment while implementing on-the-ground
interventions to restore degraded wetlands, riparian buffers, and forests to build ecological
resilience in rural communities. Outcomes feature 1,250 ha of restoration, 9,100 ha under
improved SLM, GHG emission reductions estimated at 162,461 tCO;e, and direct engagement
with 10,000 beneficiaries (40 percent women).

GEFID 11941 Global: Drought Resilience Support Facility (World Bank)
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The project supports countries globally with advisory and analytical services to identify tangible
measures, activities, and investments for drought resilience. It focuses on the consolidation of
international best practices to assess drought risk in specific geographies, including use of a
new World Bank methodology. It supports assessments to leverage larger investments in
infrastructure, policy, and institutions to advance the drought agenda in specific countries. Key
goals include the completion of eight national drought plans submitted to the UNCCD, 25
government agencies engaged to reduce drought risk, 240 individuals consulted in drought
reduction practices, and 100 stakeholder staff trained on drought risk management strategies.

GEFID 11936 Kyrgyz Republic: Enhancing the Conservation in the Tian Shan Mountain Regions
in Central and Eastern Kyrgyzstan (UNDP)

The project focuses on a transformative shift toward integrated and inclusive landscape
management, prioritizing the inclusion of women, youth, and disadvantaged groups. It
responds to uncoordinated natural resource management that threatens high-value
biodiversity areas. The project aligns cross-sectoral policies and mobilizes community and
private sector participation to implement nature-based solutions that restore degraded forests,
grasslands, and wetlands. Key outcomes include improved management effectiveness across
625,925 ha of terrestrial protected areas and 200,000 ha of important/high-value areas,
enhancing connectivity, ecosystem functions, and sustainable management practices. It will
restore 5,000 ha of degraded forests, grasslands, and wetlands, mitigate 3,989,804 tCO,e of
GHG emissions, and directly benefit 5,000 people (50 percent women and 50 percent men).

GEFID 11935 Global: Scaling the Capacity of UNCCD Parties for Inclusive Decision Support in
Land Degradation Neutrality (UNDP)

The project targets inclusive decision support for LDN. The project addresses data generation
challenges for countries with hyper-arid areas and SIDS. It produces open-access data tools,
scales participatory assessment processes in pilot countries, and facilitates South-South
exchange to improve global land degradation monitoring and reporting. Key outcomes include
scaling national participatory processes in 10 pilot countries and co-developing mapping
methods to improve global LDN monitoring. The initiative will deliver enhanced capacity to 500
direct and 4,000 indirect beneficiaries, catalyzing more informed actions to achieve global SDG
target 15.3.

GEFID 11923 Ecuador: Accelerating the Sustainable Transformation of Ecuadorian Banana
Industry (Ecuador Green Footprint Project) (FAO)

The project aims to support the sustainable transformation of Ecuador's banana industry by

reducing its environmental footprint and ensuring compliance with international regulatory

standards. It updates environmental monitoring frameworks, integrates advanced reporting
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with the national carbon program, and promotes alternatives to agrochemicals to ensure
European Union regulatory compliance. Key outcomes include placing 150,000 ha of landscapes
under improved agricultural practices and mitigating 14,696,789 tCO2e of GHG emissions. The
initiative will engage extensive stakeholders in climate mitigation training and compliance
strategies, facilitating long-term strategic actions and sustainable financing mechanisms.

GEFID 11918 Uruguay: Sustainable Transformation of Agriculture: Towards a Biodiverse and
Resilient System in Uruguay (FAO)

The project catalyzes Uruguay’s transition toward sustainable, biodiversity-positive, and
climate-resilient agricultural systems through institutional capacity-building and the scaling of
regenerative approaches. It develops a National Strategy for Sustainable Agriculture, designs
financial scaling mechanisms, and supports the adoption of regenerative, climate-resilient
farming practices in the Agricultural Littoral. Key outcomes include the restoration of 5,000 ha
of agricultural land and 11,000 ha under SLM, alongside the mitigation of 3,223,741 tCO,e of
GHG emissions. The project will deliver capacity development and socioeconomic benefits to
over 3,180 direct beneficiaries utilizing gender-responsive approaches.

GEFID 11910 Global: GEF Support to the 2026 UNCCD National Reporting Process - Umbrella
Il (UNEP)

The project aims to capacitate national Convention focal points across 28 participating
countries to collect data and undertake comprehensive reviews for the 2026 UNCCD national
reporting process. This will support Parties to fulfill the recommendations of CRIC 21. Key
outcomes include detailed analysis and monitoring of progress made toward LDN targets and
SDG 15.3 implementation. The initiative directly benefits institutional staff and national focal
points, providing the framework to support national communication and advocacy on land
degradation neutrality.

GEFID 11909 Global: GEF Support to the 2026 UNCCD National Reporting Process - Umbrella Il
(UNEP)

This project supports enabling activities across 39 countries to prepare their 2026 national
reports to the UNCCD through a collaborative, inter-agency data collection and analysis
process. Key outcomes include spatial mapping, drought status assessments, and
comprehensive reviews of progress toward the UNCCD strategic framework and SDG 15.3,
supporting Parties to fulfill the recommendations of CRIC 21.

GEFID 11889 St. Kitts and Nevis: Supporting Land Degradation Neutrality in St. Kitts and
Nevis (FAO)
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The project aims to avoid, reduce, and reverse land degradation by strengthening national
capacity for integrated land-use planning through a ridge-to-reef approach. It integrates land
degradation neutrality into development planning and operationalizes ridge-to-reef restoration
activities, such as ghaut stabilization and forest rehabilitation. Key outcomes include the
restoration of 264.4 ha of forest, improved management of 1,351 ha of land, and the mitigation
of 129,751 tCOe. The initiative will directly benefit 6,822 people, ensuring that nearly half of
the beneficiaries are women, while promoting sustainable livelihoods.

GEFID 11879 Madagascar: Establishing Sustainable Wetland Management Cornerstones in
Madagascar (UNEP)

The project aims to conserve, restore, and sustainably manage Madagascar’s wetlands by
strengthening governance, enhancing ecological integrity, promoting sustainable livelihoods,
and building resilience. It aligns policy reforms with community governance platforms, restores
wetland ecosystems, and scales up sustainable eco-enterprises using innovative financing
mechanisms. Key outcomes include the improved management of 81,482 ha of protected
areas, restoration of 82,141 ha, and mitigation of 17.5 million tCOe in emissions. The initiative
utilizes inclusive, gender-responsive approaches to improve community capacities and ensure
gender equity in natural resource governance.

GEFID 11873 Georgia: The Rehabilitation of Degraded Pastures to Promote Land
Degradation Neutrality and Improve Livelihoods in Georgia (UNEP)

The project aims to improve pastureland management to support Land Degradation Neutrality
targets and enhance community resilience. It mainstreams nature-based solutions into local
pasture policies, develops municipal management plans, and empowers communities to
execute participatory restoration and sustainable grazing. Key outcomes include the
participatory restoration of 700 ha of degraded pasturelands and the promotion of sustainable
grazing across 20,000 ha, mitigating 744,233 tCOe of GHG emissions. The initiative will directly
benefit approximately 3,500 people, with at least 52 percent of the beneficiaries being women.

GEFID 11872 Jordan: Promoting Sustainable Rangeland Management and Restoration
Practices and Strategies to Achieve LDN in the Northern Badia of Jordan (IUCN)

This project uses a transformative approach involving data curation, environmental modeling,
and tailored nature-based solutions to achieve LDN in the Northern Badia. It conducts land
degradation assessments, implements gender-sensitive SLM frameworks, and curates
environmental models to restore degraded rangelands and agricultural lands. Key outcomes
include the improved management of 31,000 ha across reserves and key biodiversity areas, the
restoration of 750 ha, and the sequestration of 4,812,192 tCOe. The initiative will directly
benefit 10,000 people, specifically focusing on empowering 6,000 women.
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GEFID 11866 Regional: Regenerative Agriculture for Food Supply Chains (World Bank / IFC)
The project aims to mitigate GHG emissions, reduce land degradation, and restore landscapes
in select countries in Latin America and the Caribbean. It supports existing and potential IFC
clients in the agricultural and forestry sectors by mobilizing de-risked, sustainability-linked
financing to help farmers implement regenerative agricultural practices while simultaneously
promoting gender equality through targeted training and policy development within
agricultural supply chains. Key outcomes include restoring 500,000 ha of degraded land to
sustainable agricultural production, avoiding 15,973,629 tCO,e of GHG emissions. The initiative
will directly benefit at least 10,000 people, including 3,500 women.

GEFID 11862 Djibouti: Revitalizing Natural Ecosystems and Habitats in Djibouti's Mabla and
Madgoul Landscapes (UNEP)

The project creates an enabling environment for ILM to reduce land degradation, restore
ecosystems, and reverse biodiversity loss. It uses geospatial modeling for conservation planning
and deploys community-based restoration actions paired with improved water infrastructure to
reduce pressure on sensitive habitats. Key outcomes include bringing 4,463 ha of key
biodiversity areas and 100,000 ha of farmlands and rangelands under improved management,
restoring 7,000 ha, and mitigating 1,501,133 tCO;e of GHG emissions. The initiative will directly
benefit approximately 30,000 people, ensuring 50 percent of the participants are women.

GEFID 11848 Global Pilot Project for GEF-8 Enabling Activities for National Reporting under
the UNCCD with Support for Enhanced Data/Reporting (FAO)

This project acts as a pilot enabling activity to support approximately 20 countries in delivering
timely and accurate performance review and assessment of implementation system reports for
the 2025-2026 UNCCD reporting cycle. Key outcomes focus on developing institutional and
technical capacity development at national and regional levels to spatially monitor land
degradation and report on SDG indicator 15.3.1. The initiative will directly benefit government
focal points and institutions by integrating national data into decision-making processes.

GEFID 11839 Global: GEF Support to the 2026 UNCCD National Reporting Process - Umbrella |
(UNEP)

This project supports 39 countries by building capacity for collaborative data collection and
detailed analysis in preparation for the 2026 UNCCD national reports. Key outcomes include
enhanced tracking of land-based progress, spatial mapping, and drought status monitoring to
support the UNCCD strategic framework and SDG 15.3. The initiative directly benefits national
Convention focal points, ensuring comprehensive communication on land degradation
neutrality achievements.
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GEFID 11836 Global: Global Support Programme IV - Strengthening capacities of country
Parties for the 2026 reporting process in the context of the UNCCD 2018-2030 Strategic
Framework and SDG target 15.3 (UNEP)

The project facilitates the UNCCD 2026 reporting process by providing updated datasets,
reporting platforms, and capacity development support services based on past lessons. Key
outcomes include technological enhancements for data visualization and improved tracking of
financial flows and needs assessments. The initiative directly benefits country Parties by
sustaining technical competence essential for fulfilling national reporting requirements through
targeted training workshops. Other GEF Enabling Activity Medium-Sized Projects are linked to
the GSP-IV and capacity-building efforts are coordinated across the projects where feasible.

GEFID 11835 Global AgroWeb3: Market Access Window Project (IFAD)

The project addresses compliance challenges stemming from the European Union
Deforestation Regulation by equipping smallholders with an integrated digital tool combining
remote sensing with blockchain verification. With GEF financing and partner technologies
powering the AgroWeb3 protocol, activities include technology development, capacity-building,
and piloting to produce outputs such as satellite-based monitoring integrated with blockchain,
trained users, and verifiable land use certificates. Key outcomes include bringing 10,000 ha
under improved SLM and delivering verifiable land tenure certificates via blockchain workflows.
The initiative will directly reach 5,000 smallholder farmers, ensuring that at least 50 percent
(2,500) of the participants are women.

GEFID 11834 Global: Enhancing Data and Capacity Development Resources to Support UNCCD
Country Parties in National Reporting and Targeting of Efforts to Achieve Land Degradation
Neutrality (Cl)

This project aims to provide improved spatial datasets and build an effective capacity
development environment using Trends.Earth, particularly for SIDS. Key outcomes include the
production of novel high-resolution land productivity data and the availability of new datasets
on soil organic carbon and drought exposure. The initiative helps Parties meet their UNCCD
obligations and directly benefits government officials and geospatial tool users, including
through targeted workshops and capacity-building resources, to formulate strategies to combat
land degradation, contributing to carbon sequestration, biodiversity conservation, and
increased resilience.

GEFID 11832 Kenya: Enhancing Integrated Coastal Forests Biodiversity Hotspot Management
and Restoration for Increased Ecosystem Services in Kenya (UNEP)
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The project improves biodiversity status by enhancing regulatory frameworks, forest
management effectiveness, and SLM in Kilifi County’s coastal forests. It mainstreams
biodiversity conservation into county regulatory frameworks, strengthens institutional
management capacity, and physically restores degraded coastal woodlands. Key outcomes
include bringing 61,600 ha of terrestrial protected areas under improved management and
directly mitigating 12,842,317 tCO,e of GHG emissions. The initiative will directly benefit 18,000
people, ensuring equitable inclusion by supporting 9,000 women.

GEFID 11826 Tiirkiye: Promoting the Safe and Effective Use of Treated Wastewater and
Sludge to Improve Soil Quality, Address Land Degradation, and Mitigate Climate Change
(FAO)

The project promotes the safe use of treated wastewater and sludge through nature-based
solutions to revitalize soil health, combat land degradation, and mitigate climate change. It
fertilizes degraded soils with sludge, irrigates them with treated wastewater, and establishes
urban green belts to prevent erosion and improve climate resilience. Key outcomes include
increasing the area of landscapes under improved, low-chemical practices, creating a green belt
to enhance resilience, and achieving a 45,657 tCO,e GHG emission reduction. The initiative will
directly benefit 5,000 people, of whom 2,000 will be women.

GEFID 11824 Samoa: Transformation of Agrifood Systems through Smart Agriculture in
Samoa (FAO)

This project aims to transform Samoa's agrifood systems by increasing agricultural productivity
and livestock resilience through climate smart agriculture. It aligns inter-ministerial policies,
trains extension services in climate-smart agriculture, and develops de-risking financial
instruments to scale nature-positive production systems. Key outcomes include the restoration
of 4,000 ha of land and ecosystems, the implementation of improved practices across 5,000 ha,
and the direct mitigation of 1,922,280 tCOze of GHG emissions. The initiative will directly
benefit 35,500 individuals, ensuring that 49 percent of beneficiaries are women.

GEFID 11819 Togo: Enhancing Climate Change Adaptation of Local Communities in the
Plateaux Region of Togo through Climate-Resilient Integrated Landscape Management (FAO)
The project enhances climate adaptation through resilient ILM to combat degradative rain-fed
agriculture and restore ecosystem health. It establishes multi-stakeholder governance
platforms, restores degraded agro-ecosystems, and promotes diversified, climate-smart value
chains to transition communities away from degradative farming. Key outcomes include
supporting climate-resilient management across 125,000 ha of land and strengthening 15
private sector enterprises through resilience-building activities. The initiative will directly
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benefit 100,000 people, explicitly prioritizing women (50 percent) and youth as key agents of
change in adopting natural resource-based livelihoods.

GEFID 11759 Kiribati: Enhancing & Sustaining Kiribati’s Resilient Future: Integrating Green
Economy Transformations to Strengthen Atolls Climate Change Adaptation and Sustainable
Land Use Management (IFAD)

The project strengthens Kiribati’s climate resilience by rehabilitating degraded ecosystems,
improving water access, and deploying decentralized renewable energy. It improves
ecosystems using agroecology, implements solar-powered water filtration solutions, and trains
farmers to cultivate salt-tolerant crops to secure food and water systems. Key outcomes
include the restoration of 600 ha of terrestrial and 5,000 ha of marine habitats, alongside the
sequestration of 55,609 tCOe. The initiative will directly benefit 5,000 people, ensuring
improved health and adaptive capacity for 2,500 women through inclusive governance and
training.

GEFID 11732 Jamaica: iCOAST in Jamaica (UNDP)

The project catalyzes a systemic transformation of the coastal tourism sector, promoting
sustainable hotel and resort operations through innovative policies, financial mechanisms, and
incentives that engage policymakers, the private sector, civil society, and local communities.
The environmental benefits span ecosystem restoration, pollution reduction, and climate
mitigation. It will restore 375 ha of land, improve management of 536 ha of wetlands and 1,500
ha of marine habitats, and avoid 503,902 tCO,e of GHG emissions while saving 81,602,017 MJ
of energy. It will remove and reduce chemicals of global concern, solid and liquid POPs,
mercury, hazardous pesticides, and residual plastic waste. The project will benefit at least
185,309 people — 111,185 women and 74,124 men — through improved environmental
guality and sustainable economic opportunities.

GEFID 11726 Global: Eighth Operational Phase of the GEF Small Grants Programme (Tranche
2) (UNDP)

The project engages local CSOs and community-based organizations in integrated approaches
across 118 countries to deliver grant assistance for interventions enhancing socio-economic and
environmental conditions. Key outcomes include restoring 150,000 ha of land, improving
practices across 2,500,000 ha of landscapes, and bringing 220,000 ha of marine areas under
improved management. The initiative will benefit 300,000 people, focusing specifically on
women (50 percent), youth, and Indigenous Peoples.
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GEFID 11720 Liberia: Promoting Sustainable Land Management for the Achievement of Land
Degradation Neutrality for Improved Equity, Sustainability, and Resilience in Rice Landscapes
of Liberia (FAO)

This project aims to enhance soil health and reduce degradation through the large-scale
adoption of SLM practices balancing agriculture and conservation, working in coordination with
ongoing initiatives such as the GEF-7 FOLUR- Integrated Program. It addresses fragmented
policies, promotes gender-sensitive SLM interventions, and tailors investment models to
balance agricultural expansion with forest conservation. Key outcomes include the restoration
of 25,000 ha of degraded land, improved management practices over 100,000 ha, and the
sequestration of approximately 1,080,200 tCO.e of GHG emissions. The initiative will deploy
gender-sensitive and inclusive interventions to strengthen rural livelihoods and agrifood value
chains.

GEFID 11718 Fiji: Revitalizing Ecosystems for Sustainable Agriculture and Resilience in Fiji
(RESAR) (IFAD)

The project seeks to transform the country’s second largest island of Vanua Levu into a model
of blue and green economic sustainability by implementing coordinated practices across
terrestrial, coastal, and marine areas. It introduces climate-smart agriculture, agroforestry, and
ecosystem restoration in priority landscapes, restoring degraded forest, mangrove, and
agricultural lands. Institutional capacity-building and knowledge management supports the
adoption of sustainable practices across sectors, while partnerships enhance collaboration
across Fiji and the Pacific region. Key outcomes include restoring 3,250 ha of ecosystems,
implementing sustainable practices across 134,000 ha, and mitigating 1,127 tCOe of GHG
emissions. The initiative will directly benefit 26,300 people, ensuring that half of the
beneficiaries are women.

GEFID 11716 Ukraine: Resilient Ukrainian Forest Landscapes: Combating Land Degradation,
Climate Change, and Economic Setbacks through Landscape-Level Forest Restoration (FAO)
The project supports efforts to safeguard the forestry sector, restore forests, and expand
agroforestry systems to enhance their capacity to act as carbon sinks for climate mitigation. It
helps strengthen the enabling environment for forest landscape restoration and develop a
strategy to mobilize green finance and access to international private investment opportunities
that can improve the sustainability of restoration efforts and further scale up and accelerate
forest landscape restoration across the country. Key outcomes include restoration activities
across 10,700 ha and placing 50,000 ha of landscapes under improved management practices,
generating 7,827,733 tCOze in emission mitigations.
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GEFID 11706 Libya: Integrated Land and Water Management for Enhanced Ecosystem Goods
and Services in Libya (UNDP)

The project aims to reverse ecosystem, biodiversity, and land degradation in the Ubari Lakes
Basin by introducing Integrated Land and Water Management. It creates the Ubari Lakes
National Park, integrates spatial planning into district governance, and implements land and
water management practices to reverse oasis degradation and pollution. Key outcomes include
the restoration of 225 ha of ecosystems, the establishment of the 100,000 ha National Park,
and bringing 2,000 ha under SLM. The initiative will provide substantial socioeconomic benefits
and job creation for at least 2,250 people, 50 percent women.

GEFID 11700 Samoa: Strengthening Climate Adaptation, Biodiversity Conservation, and
Combating Land Degradation through Ecosystem-based Adaptation in Samoa (UNDP)

The project strengthens climate resilience by integrating Ecosystem-based Adaptation into
watershed management to deliver co-benefits for biodiversity and land degradation neutrality.
It implements on-the-ground ecosystem-based adaptation measures, such as constructing
hybrid seawalls, expanding agroforestry, and initiating community blue carbon mangrove
management. Key outcomes include restoring 1,000 ha of ecosystems, establishing 505 ha of
conservation areas, managing 500 ha of blue carbon, and avoiding 683,762 tCOe of GHG
emissions. The initiative will directly benefit at least 10,000 people, with an explicit mandate to
ensure 50 percent of beneficiaries are women.

GEFID 11698 Global: Eighth Operational Phase of the GEF Small Grants Programme (Tranche
Il) (FAO)

This project provides blended financial instruments and technical assistance to de-risk
community-led investments in socio-ecological resilience across 13 countries. It will strengthen
the capacities of CSOs and community-based organizations to develop and deliver investment-
ready SGP pipelines, foster local innovations, local partnerships, and business-oriented
approaches. Key outcomes include bringing 20,000 ha of land under restoration, alongside
305,606 ha of terrestrial landscapes and 25,000 ha of marine habitats under improved
practices. The initiative will directly benefit 45,000 people, including 22,500 women, 7,200
youth, and specific indigenous and disabled populations.

GEFID 11694 Madagascar: Madagascar Science-based Management of Biodiversity and
Natural Resources for Economic Development Project (World Bank)

The project enhances integrated landscape and seascape management around Protected Areas
through innovative financing mechanisms like the Lemur Bond to conserve biodiversity. Key
outcomes include improving the management of over 1 million ha of protected areas, restoring
20,300 ha, improving practices on 7,000 ha, and mitigating 7,975,238 tCO,e of GHG emissions.
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The initiative will directly build the climate resilience of 260,000 people, ensuring 50 percent
are women.

GEFID 11684 Benin: FARM+ Benin: Transitioning the Cotton Sector to Sustainable and
Climate Resilient Practices (UNEP)

This project incorporates organic cotton production into a well-integrated mainstream system
to enhance sustainable, climate-resilient agricultural practices and supply chains. It scales up
production by providing technical training, increasing access to finance, and strengthening
supply chains to eliminate the use of hazardous pesticides. Key outcomes include transitioning
52,027 ha of land to organic practices, restoring 2,000 ha through agroforestry, and reducing
over 1,400,000 tCOze of GHG emissions. The initiative will benefit 354,000 people in
participating households, providing socioeconomic benefits specifically to 177,000 women.

GEFID 11679 Colombia: Participatory Restoration to Improve Ecosystem Service Provision
and Connectivity at the Landscape Scale in Colombia (UNEP)

The increases ecological integrity and resilience through the participatory restoration of
degraded landscapes in the Caribbean and Pacific coastal regions. It builds organizational
capacities, strengthens participatory environmental governance, and funds community-led
productive restoration to improve ecological connectivity in coastal regions. Key outcomes
include restoring 59,000 ha of critical biodiversity areas and placing 75,000 ha under improved
participatory management practices. The initiative will directly strengthen the productive
livelihoods of 55,000 people, with women comprising 50 percent of the beneficiaries.

GEFID 11668 Viet Nam: Strengthening Nature-Based Solutions to Restore Ecosystems, and
Conserve and Enhance Blue Carbon Stocks and Biodiversity in Viet Nam (UNDP)

The project strengthens nature-based solutions to restore coastal ecosystems and enhance
blue carbon stocks in the Mekong Delta landscape. It focuses on improving cross-sectoral
planning, building capacity, engaging stakeholders, and restoring and managing coastal and
marine ecosystems. Key outcomes include improving the management of 1,757 ha of protected
areas, restoring 30 ha of mangroves, improving practices on 5,000 ha of landscapes/seascapes,
and avoiding 468,594 tCO;e of GHG emissions. The initiative will directly benefit approximately
1,500 people, prioritizing at least 45 percent women participation.

GEFID 11663 Tiirkiye: Towards Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) Using Nature Based
Solutions in the Catchments of the FIRAT Watershed (IFAD)

The project tackles land degradation and soil erosion in the Euphrates River watershed by
coupling nature-based solutions with local livelihood improvements, grassland restoration, and
regenerative rangeland management to combat soil erosion in the Euphrates basin. Key

64



outcomes include placing 20,170 ha of landscapes under improved practices and initiating
12,890 ha of restoration, thereby reducing 1,562,517 tCO.e of GHG emissions. The initiative will
directly reach a highly vulnerable population of 26,460 beneficiaries, including 12,878 women.

GEFID 11648 Tonga: Transforming Food Systems through Ecosystem-Based Approaches to
Combat Land Degradation and Loss in Ecosystem Services in Value Chains in Tonga (FAO)

This project aims to restore degraded land and ecosystems, promote sustainable and
innovative food system practices, strengthen policy and institutional support, enhance the
resilience of food value chains, and advance knowledge sharing to support climate resilience
and land degradation neutrality in Tonga and across Pacific SIDS. Key outcomes include the
restoration of 1,204 ha of land and ecosystems, alongside 1,080 ha of landscapes and 33 ha of
marine habitats under improved management, mitigating 131,194 tCO,e of GHG emissions. The
initiative will benefit approximately 25,000 people, with women comprising 50 percent of the
beneficiaries.

GEFID 11548 Togo: Strengthening the Resilience of Natural and Agro-Ecosystems and
Communities to Climate Change in Central Togo (UNDP)

The project promotes inclusive, climate-resilient landscape management and sustainable
agriculture to strengthen ecosystem services and reverse severe land degradation in the Central
Region. Activities include enhancing policy and governance frameworks, establishing multi-
stakeholder planning platforms, restoring degraded natural and agro-ecosystems, promoting
diversified climate-smart value chains, and scaling sustainable practices through knowledge
sharing and private sector engagement. Key outcomes include the restoration of 7,500 ha of
degraded lands, the adoption of regenerative agriculture across 35,000 ha, and improved ILM
covering 270,000 ha. The initiative strongly focuses on women’s empowerment and delivering
benefits to vulnerable rural communities.

GEFID 11541 St. Vincent and Grenadines: Watershed Action for Restoring Ecosystems in the
South Corridor of St. Vincent (UNEP)

The project aims to reverse environmental degradation and enhance climate resilience through
integrated watershed management, including the restoration of forests and riverbanks and the
adoption of sustainable agriculture. These activities are expected to result in the restoration of
10,000 to 15,000 ha and targeted reduction of approximately 3,250 tCO,e of GHG emissions.
The initiative will benefit approximately 5,000 people, with women comprising 40 percent.
Youth-led environmental initiatives, such as those coordinated by the Caribbean Youth
Environment Network, are integral to the project's outreach and educational components.
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GEFID 11533 Montenegro: Integrated Management of Multiple Use Landscapes/Seascapes
to Promote Biodiversity Conservation, Ecosystem Restoration, Improve Land and Marine
Productivity and Economic Benefits to Local Communities (UNDP)

The project supports local communities through improved ecosystem services and sustainable
practices. It is a MFA initiative focused on enhancing management effectiveness across nine
terrestrial and five marine protected areas and promoting sustainable use of
landscapes/seascapes to improve productivity while protecting ecosystems. Key outcomes
include the restoration of 6,000 ha of land, mitigating 3.9 million tCO2e of GHG emissions over
two decades. The initiative will benefit approximately 40,000 people, with women comprising
50 percent of the beneficiaries.

GEFID 11415 India: Supporting an Integrated Approach for Ecosystem and Biodiversity
Conservation and Improved Livelihoods in Central India (Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra)
(FAO)

The project supports multi-stakeholder policies and partnerships to enable an integrated
landscape approach. It establishes interstate institutional partnerships to implement landscape-
level conservation actions that curtail forest degradation while mutually supporting
communities' resource rights. Key outcomes include creating or improving management across
283,875 ha of protected areas, restoring 82,382 ha of land, improving practices on 333,743 ha,
and mitigating 4,904,746 tCOze of GHG emissions. The initiative will directly benefit 232,000
individuals, of which 116,000 are women.

GEFID 11407 Tanzania: Integrated Landscape Management for Sustainable Ecosystem
Services and Community Livelihoods in Wami-Ruvu River Basin (UNEP)

The project uses water security as an organizing entry point to tackle biodiversity loss, land
degradation, and carbon emissions in critical water-tower forests. It builds stakeholder
coordination and policies, implements SLM and diversified livelihoods, and develops systems
for knowledge sharing and adaptive management. Key outcomes include catchment and
riparian rehabilitation, improved protected-area management, and a net reduction in land-use
change GHG emissions. The initiative will deliver diversified incomes and reduced farmer-
herder conflict to 206,360 people, ensuring 50 percent of the beneficiaries are women.

GEFID 11403 India: Enabling Resilience of Livestock Keepers through Integrated Landscape
Management (FAO)

The project enhances the climate and livelihood resilience of smallholder livestock keepers
through gender-responsive, integrated silvopastoral and landscape restoration systems. It
works with Dairy Cooperatives and Milk Producer Organizations, mainly involving women, to
support SLM. Its focus includes policy improvement, value chain capacity-building, scalable
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women-centered solutions, and better access to sustainable practices. Key outcomes include
the restoration and sustainable management of 93,750 ha of land, alongside the sequestration
of 4,960,000 tCOze. The initiative will directly benefit 75,000 people, explicitly focusing on
women, who represent 70 percent of the beneficiaries.
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