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It gives me great pleasure to talk to you today for the launch of the United 

Nations Development Programme’s Biodiversity and Ecosystems Global 

Framework. 

First of all, let me offer my congratulations to our colleagues at UNDP for 

what can only be considered a momentous occasion, not only for UNDP but 

for the entire Global Environment Facility family.  From the beginning, 

UNDP has been a stalwart and intellectual leader in the GEF’s biodiversity 

focal area. With the launch of this Global Framework, UNDP provides an 

example to all of our GEF partners of how to help countries achieve the 

Aichi Targets. The Framework lays out a blueprint for countries to 

mainstream biodiversity within their own development policies, programs 

and dialogues.    

The new Strategic Plan and the Aichi Targets require creative responses 

from all stakeholders. These responses should be geared toward finding the 

necessary financial resources and high-level political commitment to direct 

economic development in a way that supports the achievement of the Aichi 

Targets.  

 The UNDP Framework identifies many of the key entry points and 

opportunities for delivering this needed transformational change. Success 

depends upon countries realizing the economic potential that protected areas 
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can provide to local communities and national economies. Protected areas 

should be thought of as economic assets, not set-asides. The Framework also 

emphasizes the importance of integrating biodiversity into development 

planning and productive sectors, and ensuring the climate resiliency of our 

protected area and mainstreaming investments.   

We look forward to the implementation of the Framework by UNDP in its 

role as a key partner of the GEF and through its ongoing development 

dialogue with countries.   

The U.S. Peace Corps tells its volunteers that their goal should be to “work 

themselves out of a job.”  

We who work in the global environment understand this concept very well. 

It means that development becomes sustainable when outside technical and 

financial assistance is no longer needed and aid recipients become drivers of 

their own economic development and change.  The mainstreaming of 

biodiversity that UNDP is promoting through this new Global Framework 

will eventually have the result of “working the GEF out of a job.” The shift 

will occur as countries employ development frameworks that no longer view 

biodiversity as an issue separate from economic development. Instead, they 

will integrate biodiversity into natural accounting and sustainable 

development. That is the goal. 
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Until such time as biodiversity is mainstreamed into all economic activity, 

the GEF is poised to provide catalytic funding and innovative biodiversity 

programming to help countries achieve the Aichi Targets. We will perform 

this role as the financial mechanism of the Convention on Biodiversity, and 

consistent with our mandate.  

But achieving the Aichi Targets will require more than money. To achieve 

the intended transformational results, the Strategic Plan must employ 

landscape-level and sector-wide approaches that integrate the sustainable 

management of biodiversity into multiple sectors. In the last decade, GEF 

projects and programs have increasingly demonstrated the effectiveness of 

integrated and multi-sectoral approaches to conserve and sustainably use 

biodiversity while maximizing global environmental benefits. By proceeding 

in this way, we can leverage resources and change behaviors to the scale 

required to achieve the Aichi-Targets. 

We note with considerable satisfaction that UNDP’s new Biodiversity and 

Ecosystems Framework builds on this evidence from the GEF biodiversity 

program, and we look forward to working with UNDP in the design and 

implementation of a new generation of biodiversity investments that will 

transform the aspirations of Aichi into real achievements. 

Thank you. 


