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A weekly update on the GEF Program Management 
 

 
 
 

Contacts 
- GEF Secretariat Staff 
- GEF Agencies 
- GEF Trustee Convention Secretariats 

 
 

Calendar 
 

-   Council Meeting Schedules 
-   GEFOP Meeting Schedules 

 
 
 
 

 
Communications 

 
-  Project Concepts, Proposals, Draft Documents Received 
-   Project Clearances, Approvals, Endorsements and Other Comments 
-   Introducing new staff to the GEFSEC 
-  Announcements 













  
Jean-Marc Sinnassamy 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
(Land Degradation/SFM) 
jsinnassamy@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 8060 

Kathryn Cherrie
Program Assistant (Region-wide) 
kcherrie@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 1460 

Latin America and the Caribbean 
Mark Zims ky 
Senior Biodiversity Specialist and Regional 
Coordinator for Biodiversity  
(Mesoamerica and the Caribbean) 
mzimsk y@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 7855 

Gustavo Fonseca 
Team Leader, Natural Resources 
(Biodiversity) 
Gfonseca1@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 4818 

Christian Severin 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
(International Waters) 
cseverin@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 2001 

Ian Gray
Senior Environmental Specialist 
(SFM/REDD+) 
igray@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 8718 

Kathryn Cherrie 
Program Assistant (Region-wide) 
kcherrie@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 1460 

 

 

FOCAL AREA CLUSTER COORDINATORS AND EXPERTS 
 

Biodiversity Cluster 
Mark Zims ky 
Senior Biodiversity Specialist and Cluster 
Coordinator (Biodiversity) 
mzimsk y@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 7855 

Jaime Cavelier 
Senior Biodiversity Specialist 
jcavelier@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 4886 

Nicole Glineur 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
nglineur@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 2512 

Charlotte Gobin
Senior Environmental Specialist 
cgobin@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 5843 

Yoko Watanabe 
Senior Biodiversity Specialist 
ywatanabe@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 9847 

Sarah Wyatt
Junior Professional Associate 
swyatt@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 0534 



  
International Waters Cluster 
Ivan Zavadsky 
Senior Water Resource Management  Specialist 
and Cluster Coordinator 
izavadsky@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 8004 

Astrid Hillers 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
ahillers@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 8173 

Christian Severin 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
cseverin@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 2001 

Nicole Glineur
Senior Environmental Specialist 
nglineur@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 2512 

Steffen Hansen 
Junior Professional Officer 
shansen@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 8796 
 
Land Degradation Cluster 
Mohamed Imam Bakarr 
Senior Environmental Specialist and Cluster 
Coordinator 
mbakarr@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 8890 

Ulrich Apel 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
uapel@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 2573 

Jean-Marc Sinnassamy 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
jsinnassamy@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 8060 

Andrew Chilombo 
ET Temporary  
achilombo@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 9890 

Sustainable Forest Management/REDD+ Cluster
Ian Gray 
Senior Environmental Specialist and Cluster 
Coordinator 
igray@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 8718 

Ulrich Apel 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
uapel@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 2573 

Jean-Marc Sinnassamy 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
jsinnassamy@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 8060 

 















 

  

GEF Agency Secretariats
African Development Bank (AfDB) Registry 
15 Avenue du Ghana 
P.O. Box 323-1002 
Tunis-Belvedere, Tunisia 
Gef_afdb@afdb.org 

Mr. Ignacio Tourino Soto
GEF P rogram Coordinator 
i.tourinosoto@afdb.org 
+216 7110 2533 
Copy to: Mr. Kurt Lonsway 
Division Manager, Environment  and Climate 
Change 
k.lonsway@afdb.org 
 
Mr. Sebastien Delahaye 
GEF Coordination 
s.delahaye@afdb.org 

Asian Development Bank (ADB) Registry
6 ADB Avenue 
Mandaluyong City 1550 
Metro Manila, Philippines 
adbgef@adb.org 

Attn: Mr. Nessim Ahmad
Director, Environment and Social Safeguards 
And GEF Official Focal Point 
njahmad@adb.org 
Copy to: Mr. Bruce Dunn 
ADB/GEF Coordinator 
bdunn@adb.org 
+632 683 1922/ +632 683 1923 

European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD) Registry 
One Exchange Square 
London EC2A 2JN, United Kingdom 
ebrdgef@ebrd.com 

Ms. Marta Simonetti-Whitford 
GEF Coordinator and Principal Manager 
simonetm@ebrd.com 
+0044 (0) 20 7338 7259 

United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) Registry 
Viale Dell Terme di Caracalla 
00153 Rome, Italy 
faogef@fao.org 

Ms. Barbara Cooney
GEF Coordinator, Investment Centre Division 
Technical Cooperation Department 
Barbara.cooney@fao.org 
+3906 5705 5478 

Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)
Registry 
1300 New York Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20577, USA 

 Idb-gef@iadb.org

Mr. Michael Collins
GEF Coordinator 
michaelc@iadb.org 
+ 1 202 623 3159 
Copy to:  Idb-gef@iadb.org

International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD) Registry 
Via Paolo di Dono, 44 
00142 Rome, Italy 
ECDmailbox@ifad.org 
 
Local Office: 
 
1775 K St., NW, 
Suite 410, Washington, DC 2006 
 

Attn: Mr. Kevin Cleaver
Assistant President 
Ke vin.cleaver@ifad.org 
Copy to: Mr. Elwyn Grainger-Jones 
GEF Coordinator 
e.grainger-jones@ifad.org 
+ 39 06 5459 2151 



 

  

GEF Agency Secretariats (contd.)
United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) Registry 
United Nations Avenue 
Gigiri, PO Box 30552 
00100 Nairoibi, Ken ya 
Unepgef@unep.org  
 

Local Office: 
900 17th Street, NW 
Suite 506, Washington, D.C. 20006 

Ms. Maryam Niamir-Fuller GEF 
Executive Coordinator 
Marya m.nia mir-fuller@unep.org 
+254 20 762166 

United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) Registry 
Vienna International Centre 
PO Box 300 
A-1400 Vienna, Austria 
gef@unido.org 
 
 

Mr. Juergen Hierold
GEF Coordinator 

 J.Hierold@unido.org
+43 1 26026 4565 
Copy to: Ms. Anya Onysko 
UNIDO Liaison Officer 
g.onysko@unido.org 
+1 202 569 0752 

United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) Registry 
304 East 45th Street 
New York, NY 10017, USA 
undpgef@undp.org 

Attn: Ms. Adriana Dinu 
Officer-in-Charge 
Adriana.dinu@undp.org 
+1 212 906 5143 

International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (The World Bank) Registry 
1818 H Street, NW Washington, 
D.C. 20433, USA 
wbgefoperations@worldbank.org 

Ms. Karin Shepardson
GEF Executive Coordinator 
kshepardson@worldbank.org 
+202 473 8607 
Copy to: Ms. Siv Tokle 
Senior Operations Officer 
stokle@worldbank.org 
+1 202 473 6476 





 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2013 

SCHEDULE OF FORTHCOMING GEF COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

 
 

Meetings/Consultations Spring Fall 

GEF Council Consultations with Civil Society
Organizations 

June 17, 2013 November 4, 2013

GEF Council Meeting June 18 – 20, 2013 November 5 -7, 2013
LDCF/SCCF Council Meeting June 20, 2013 November 7, 2013

  
  
  
  
  

 Council Work Program for June 2013 
  
 

Events June CWP  
Receipt deadline from Agencies for new PIF proposals for 
possible inclusion in the WP 

April 5 

Deadline for Technical Clearances from PMs/ Deadline for GEFOBS 
Clearances 

April 12 

GEFSEC Constitutes WP April 19 
Draft Cover Note to GEFOP May 13 
GEFOP Meeting May 16 
Posting of Work Program May 20 
Council Meeting June 17 -20
Council Approval June 19 
Compilation of Council Comments July 3 

 
 
 
 



Requests Received from GEF Agencies
 May 13 - 17, 2013

GEF
ID Type Decision Sought Proponent Country Project Title

Date 
Received

IA
ID Program ManagerFocal Area

AfDB
5228 FP CEO PFD Clearance for 

WPI
AfDB Regional (Djibouti, 

Kenya)
RLACC - Rural Livelihoods's  
Adaptation to Climate Change in 
the Horn of Africa (PROGRAM)

13-May-13Bonizella BiaginiClimate 
Change

5394 FP CEO PIF Clearance for 
WPI

AfDB Zambia CLIMATE RESILIENT 
LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT 
PROJECT 

17-May-13Knut SundstromClimate 
Change

FAO
5432 FP CEO PIF Clearance for 

WPI
FAO Angola Integrating climate resilience into 

agricultural and agropastoral 
production systems through soil 
fertility management in key 
productive and vulnerable areas 
using the Farmers Field School 
approach

7-May-13Saliha DobardzicClimate 
Change

5433 FP CEO PIF Clearance for 
WPI

FAO Mozambique Strenghtening Capacities of 
Agricultural Producers to cope 
with Climate Change for Increased 
Food Security through the Farmers 
Field School Approach

7-May-13Knut SundstromClimate 
Change

5434 EA CEO EA Approval FAO Turkey Alignment of National Action 
Programs with the UNCCD 10-
year Strategy and Reporting Process

10-May-13Ulrich ApelLand 
Degradation



GEF
ID Type Decision Sought Proponent Country Project Title

Date 
Received

IA
ID Program ManagerFocal Area

IFAD
4570 FP CEO endorsement of FSP IFAD Togo Adapting Agriculture Production in 

Togo (ADAPT) 
14-May-13Saliha DobardzicClimate 

Change



GEF
ID Type Decision Sought Proponent Country Project Title

Date 
Received

IA
ID Program ManagerFocal Area

UNDP
4479 FP CEO endorsement of FSP UNDP Guatemala Sustainable Forest Management 

and Multiple Global Environmental 
Benefits

13-May-134637 Ian GrayMulti Focal 
Area

4590 FP CEO endorsement of FSP UNDP Honduras Delivering Multiple Global 
Environment Benefits through 
Sustainable Management of 
Production Landscapes

13-May-134741 Ian GrayMulti Focal 
Area

4870 FP CEO endorsement of FSP UNDP China CBPF-MSL: Strengthening the 
Management Effectiveness of the 
Wetland Protected Area System in 
Hubei Province

13-May-134823 Yoko WatanabeBiodiversity

4896 FP CEO endorsement of FSP UNDP China CBPF-MSL: Strengthening the 
Management Effectiveness of the 
Wetland Protected Area System in 
Anhui Province

13-May-134868 Yoko WatanabeBiodiversity

4749 FP CEO endorsement of FSP UNDP Lebanon Small Decentralized Renewable 
Energy Power Generation

14-May-134695 Alex Njuguna 
Waithera

Climate 
Change

5435 FP CEO PIF Clearance for 
WPI

UNDP Zambia Promoting Climate Resilient 
Community-based Regeneration of 
Indigenous Forests in Zambia’s 
Central Province

14-May-134712 Knut SundstromClimate 
Change

4868 FP CEO endorsement of FSP UNDP China CBPF-MSL: Strengthening the 
Management Effectiveness of the 
Wetland Protected Area System in 
Anhui Province

14-May-134868 Yoko WatanabeBiodiversity

4749 FP CEO endorsement of FSP UNDP Lebanon Small Decentralized Renewable 
Energy Power Generation

15-May-134695 Alex Njuguna 
Waithera

Climate 
Change



GEF
ID Type Decision Sought Proponent Country Project Title

Date 
Received

IA
ID Program ManagerFocal Area

4584 FP CEO endorsement of FSP UNDP Kazakhstan Improving Sustainability of PA 
System in Desert Ecosystems 
through Promotion of Biodiversity-
compatible Livelihoods in and 
Around PAs

15-May-134855 Ulrich ApelMulti Focal 
Area

4589 FP CEO endorsement of FSP UNDP Angola Expansion and Strengthening of 
Angola’s Protected Area system 

16-May-134464 Jaime CavelierBiodiversity

5437 FP CEO endorsement of FSP UNDP China Strengthening the Management 
Effectiveness of the Protected Area 
Network in the Daxing’anling 
Landscape

16-May-134824 Yoko WatanabeBiodiversity

4544 FP CEO endorsement of FSP UNDP Botswana Improved Management 
Effectiveness of the Chobe-
Kwando-Linyanti Matrix of 
Protected Areas

17-May-134624 Jaime CavelierBiodiversity



GEF
ID Type Decision Sought Proponent Country Project Title

Date 
Received

IA
ID Program ManagerFocal Area

UNEP
5354 MSP CEO PIF Approval UNEP Madagascar Participatory Sustainable Land 

Management in the Grassland 
Plateaus of Western Madagascar

13-May-13Jean-Marc 
Sinnassamy

Land 
Degradation

5354 MSP CEO PPG approval UNEP Madagascar Participatory Sustainable Land 
Management in the Grassland 
Plateaus of Western Madagascar

13-May-13Jean-Marc 
Sinnassamy

Land 
Degradation

4739 FP CEO PIF Clearance for 
WPI

UNEP Cameroon Participative Integrated Ecosystem 
Services Management Plans for 
Bakassi Post Conflict Ecosystems  
PINESMAP BPCE

14-May-13Charlotte GobinBiodiversity

4932 FP CEO PPG approval UNEP Regional (Antigua 
And Barbuda, 
Barbados, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, 
Grenada, Jamaica, St. 
Kitts And Nevis, St. 
Lucia, St. Vincent 
and Grenadines)

Implementing Integrated Land 
Water and Wastewater 
Management in Caribbean SIDS

15-May-13Christian SeverinMulti Focal 
Area

5197 MSP CEO PIF Approval UNEP St. Lucia Increase St. Lucia's capacity to 
monitor MEA implementation and 
sustainable development

15-May-13Maria Del Pilar 
Barrera Rey

Multi Focal 
Area

5352 FP CEO PIF Clearance for 
WPI

UNEP Madagascar Conservation of Key Threatened, 
Endemic and Economically 
Valuable Species in Madagascar

16-May-13Jaime CavelierBiodiversity

5302 MSP CEO PIF Approval UNEP Bosnia-Herzegovina Capacity Development for the 
integration of Global 
Environmental Commitments into 
National Policies and Development 
Decision Making

16-May-13Maria Del Pilar 
Barrera Rey

Multi Focal 
Area



GEF
ID Type Decision Sought Proponent Country Project Title

Date 
Received

IA
ID Program ManagerFocal Area

World Bank
5436 FP CEO PIF Clearance for 

WPI
World 
Bank

Niger Land, Urban and Disaster Risk 
Management Project 

16-May-13145268 Knut SundstromClimate 
Change

5362 FP CEO PPG approval World 
Bank

Cote d'Ivoire POPs Pesticides Management 
Project

16-May-13131778 Ibrahima SowPOPs

5438 FP CEO endorsement of FSP World 
Bank

Algeria Improved Desert Ecosystems and 
Climate Resilient Oases Project

16-May-13128082 Mohamed BakarrMulti Focal 
Area



 May 13 - 17, 2013
Responses to Proponents

ID Type Decision Sought Proponen Country Project Title
Response

Date Remarks
IA
ID Focal Area Program Manage

ADB
4621 FP CEO endorsement 

of FSP
ADB China Hebei Energy Efficiency 

Improvement and 
Emission Reduction Project

15-May-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for FSP 
revision

Climate 
Change

Ming Yang

AfDB
4071 FP CEO endorsement 

of FSP
AfDB Global (Global, 

Cote d'Ivoire)
TT-Pilot (GEF-4): 
Construction of 1000 Ton 
per day Municipal Solid 
Wastes Composting Unit 
in AKOUEDO Abidjan

17-Apr-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for FSP 
revision (Informal 
emails)

Climate 
Change

Franck Jesus

UNDP
5417 FP CEO PIF 

Clearance for WPI
UNDP Samoa Economy-wide integration 

of CC Adaptation and 
DRM/DRR to Reduce 
Climate Vulnerability of 
Communities in Samoa

2-May-13 PIF pending GEF Sec 
clearance  (Informal 
communication with 
Agency)

5264 Climate 
Change

Bonizella Biagini

5296 EA CEO EA Approval UNDP Malaysia Third National 
Communications (TNC) to 
the UNFCCC and Biennial 
Update Reporting (BUR)

9-May-13 EA approved by CEO5130 Climate 
Change

Rawleston Moore

5320 MSP CEO MSP 
Approval

UNEP, 
UNDP

Global Assisting Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs) with 
country-driven processes 
to advance National 
Adaptation Plans (NAPS)

14-May-13 MSP recommended for 
CEO approval

5246 Climate 
Change

Bonizella Biagini

5353 FP CEO PIF 
Clearance for WPI

UNDP Armenia Mainstreaming Sustainable 
Land and Forest 
Management in Dry 
Mountain Landscapes 

15-May-13 PIF recommended for 
CEO clearance 
(Technically Cleared - 
Review Sheet sent to 
Agency)

4416 Multi Focal 
Area

Ulrich Apel



ID Type Decision Sought Proponen Country Project Title
Response

Date Remarks
IA
ID Focal Area Program Manage

5353 FP CEO PPG approval UNDP Armenia Mainstreaming Sustainable 
Land and Forest 
Management in Dry 
Mountain Landscapes 

15-May-13 PPG recommended for 
CEO approval 
(Technically Cleared - 
Review Sheet sent to 
Agency)

4416 Multi Focal 
Area

Ulrich Apel

4609 FP CEO endorsement 
of FSP

UNDP Sri Lanka Strengthening the 
Resilience of Post Conflict 
Recovery and 
Development to Climate 
Change Risks in Sri Lanka

16-May-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for FSP 
revision

4863 Climate 
Change

Fareeha Iqbal

5355 MSP CEO PIF Approval UNDP Moldova Mainstreaming 
Biodiversity Conservation 
into Territorial Planning 
Policies and Land-Use 
Practices

17-May-13 PIF recommended for 
CEO approval 
(Technically Cleared - 
Review Sheet sent to 
Agency)

5259 Biodiversity Yoko Watanabe

5355 MSP CEO PPG approval UNDP Moldova Mainstreaming 
Biodiversity Conservation 
into Territorial Planning 
Policies and Land-Use 
Practices

17-May-13 PPG recommended for 
CEO approval 
(Technically Cleared - 
Review Sheet sent to 
Agency)

5259 Biodiversity Yoko Watanabe

4655 FP CEO endorsement 
of FSP

UNDP China CBPF-MSL: Strengthening 
the Management 
Effectiveness of the Sub-
system of Wetland 
Protected Areas for 
Conservation of Globally 
Significant Biodiversity 

17-May-13 FSP recommended for 
endorsement (Docs 
circulating for 
clearance/signature)

4391 Biodiversity Yoko Watanabe

UNEP
4618 MSP CEO MSP 

Approval
UNEP Guatemala Access to and Benefit 

Sharing and Protection of 
Traditional Knowledge to 
Promote Biodiversity 
Conservation and 
Sustainable Use 

1-May-13 MSP pending GEF Sec 
approval (MSPs are 
frozen. Pending further 
instructions from OBS)

Biodiversity Jaime Cavelier



ID Type Decision Sought Proponen Country Project Title
Response

Date Remarks
IA
ID Focal Area Program Manage

5320 MSP CEO MSP 
Approval

UNEP, 
UNDP

Global Assisting Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs) with 
country-driven processes 
to advance National 
Adaptation Plans (NAPS)

14-May-13 MSP recommended for 
CEO approval

Climate 
Change

Bonizella Biagini

UNIDO
5421 MSP CEO PIF Approval UNIDO Cambodia Biogas based Rural 

Electricity Enterprises 
(REE) Development  

16-May-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for PIF revision

Climate 
Change

Franck Jesus

World Bank
5423 FP CEO endorsement 

of FSP
World 
Bank

Regional Building Resilience 
Through Innovation, 
Communication and 
Knowledge Services 
(BRICKS) Project

10-May-13 FSP endorsed by CEO130888 Multi Focal 
Area

Jean-Marc 
Sinnassamy




