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58% of the world’s tuna catch comes 
from the Pacific Islands, which is 
valued at US$2.4 BILLION.

75% of Pacific Island current 
coastal fisheries are projected 
to be unable to meet local food 
needs by 2030.
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pacificoceanscape@conservation.org 
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The tuna industry alone provides 
more than 15,000 jobs to Pacific 
Islanders and contributes more than 
US$260 MILLION to the region’s 
economy.

As much as US$3.4 BILLION OF 

ECONOMIC LOSSES in the region’s 
tuna fisheries may be expected 
over the next 50 years if the current 
management practices continue. 

$

Coastal waters are home to a wide 
range of reef fish, seaweed and 
shellfish that are vital sources of 
food for island communities.

The Pacific Ocean boasts 
recreational activities ranging from 
fishing and diving to whale watching, 
boating and more. Tourism is 
a strong option for sustainable 
development in the region.

100%* of the Pacific Islands 
population lives within 100km of the 
coast compared to 39% globally. 
* Except Papua New Guinea

The region is estimated to be 
responsible for only 0.006% of 
global greenhouse gas emissions.

CLIMATE CHANGE is already 
affecting the Pacific Islanders 
through degraded infrastructure, 
water supply, coastal and forest 
ecosystems, fisheries, agriculture 
and human health.

The consequences of sea level rise, 
sea temperature increases, ocean 
acidification, altered rainfall patterns 
and overall temperature rise will be 
increasingly felt.

TWO THIRDS of all bird extinctions 
in the past two centuries have 
occurred in the Pacific Islands.

The leaders of 23 Pacific Island states and territories 
have made a determined stand to protect their natural 
wealth through the creation and implementation of the 
Pacific Oceanscape Framework. Together they have 
made great strides, received international attention, 
and celebrated many world firsts in ecosystem 
management and conservation, but they need key 
support to maintain  this momentum.

Marine life in the Pacific Islands is 
amongst the most intact, robust, 
and pristine remaining in the world. 

Pacific Islanders have a long history of collaboration. 
The Office of the Pacific Ocean Commissioner 
was created with Conservation International’s 
support to strengthen policy frameworks, provide 
effective coordination and act as a catalyst for the 
“united ocean voice.” Together with the regional 
intergovernmental agencies that make up the Forum’s 
Marine Sector Working Group, they are the facilitators 
and regional implementers of the Pacific Oceanscape 
Framework. 

Conservation International partners with these regional 
agencies, national governments and other non-
profit organizations to build in-region capacity, foster 
regional leadership and coalesce global partnerships.

The regional agencies that comprise the Marine 
Sector Working Group are:  

Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat 

Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency

Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

The University of the South Pacific

Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment 
Programme 

15 MILLION SQUARE MILES OF 
OPPORTUNITY

Equal in size to the surface of the moon, the 
Pacific Oceanscape is the planet’s last great 
marine wilderness, harboring more than half of the 
global tuna catch and more than 10,000 species 
found nowhere else on earth.

The entire region is under intense pressure. 
Deforestation and mineral extraction, rising sea 
levels, ocean acidification, and changing weather 
patterns pose significant dangers for these 
pristine, coral-rich waters and the people that 
depend upon them. Unsustainable takes by large-
scale commercial tuna fleets threaten food security 
not only for this area, but globally. Essential food 
resources, medicines, and jobs are at stake.

Pacific Island Leaders envision a secure future for the 
Pacific Islands based on the sustainable development, 
management and conservation of the ocean.

Conservation International stands with the people 
of the Pacific Islands to realize their vision through 
cutting-edge conservation, science and management 
strategies. CI’s goal is to enable a broad paradigm 
shift in the Pacific towards whole-of-domain natural 
resource management that maximizes the sustainable 
benefits to Pacific Island countries and communities 
and increases their resilience to climate change. 

Conservation International will:

• Ensure effective protection and management of 
critical natural capital from ridge-to-reef and reef-
to-ocean

• Advance pathways to sustainable production and 
development

• Facilitate regional collaboration, governance and 
amplification of successes

“The ocean unites and divides, connects and 
separates, sustains and threatens our very 
survival.” 

  - President Anote Tong of Kiribati

For many Pacific Islanders, the 
ocean represents their main 
renewable resource and their 
best opportunity for economic 
development.

Foreign fishing vessels take more 
than 80% of the fish caught in 
Pacific Island waters.

Nearly HALF of the world’s hard 
coral reefs exist in the region. 

Approximately THREE QUARTERS 
of 476 globally threatened species in 
the Polynesia/Micronesia hotspot are 
threatened by invasive species.

On land, this region is home to more 
than 10,000 species found nowhere 
else on earth.

10,000

80%

These countries and territories have endorsed the 
Pacific Oceanscape framework:

American Samoa

Australia

Cook Islands

Federated States of 
Micronesia

French Polynesia

Fiji

Guam

Kiribati

Nauru

New Zealand

Tokelau

New Caledonia

Northern Marianas 
Islands

Niue

Palau

Papua New Guinea

Republic of Marshall 
Islands

Samoa

Solomon Islands

Tonga

Tuvalu

Vanuatu

Wallis and Futuna



CI is working with our partners to create 
Fiji’s Lau Seascape to provide climate-

smart development and conservation for the 
Southern Lau Archipelago. This will support 

sustainable resource use, diversify and 
improve local livelihoods and incomes, and 

increase resilience to climate change.

PRIMARY ECONOMIC DRIVERS:  
agriculture, remittances, tourism

332 islands 
900,000 people 

1,281,122 km² ocean 
18,272 km² land 
1,324 m elevation

The Two Samoas Initiative is an  
intergovernmental collaboration between          
the US territory of American Samoa and  

neighboring country Samoa to sustainably 
manage their resources from ridge to reef.

PRIMARY ECONOMIC DRIVERS:  
tourism, remittances, agriculture

10 islands (4 inhabited) 
195,000 people 

131,812 km² ocean 
2,831 km² land 

1,857 m elevation

At 1,300,000 square kilometres, the Natural Park 
of the Coral Sea is the world’s largest  
multiple-use marine protected area,  

encompassing New Caledonia’s entire  
Exclusive Economic Zone.

PRIMARY ECONOMIC DRIVERS:  
nickel mining, tourism

37 islands & atolls 
265,000 people 

1,422,543 km² ocean 
18,575 km² land 
1,628 m elevation

The Micronesia Challenge is a pledge to 
conserve the vast marine and terrestrial 

resources that sustain island peoples and 
cultures by five Micronesian governments 

— Palau, the Federated States of 
Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands, the Northern Mariana Islands and 

Guam. 

The 408,249 square kilometre Phoenix Island  
Protected Area was the first commitment to the 

Pacific Oceanscape. Protections expanded  
to exclude all commercial fishing from the  

protected area in 2015.  
PRIMARY ECONOMIC DRIVERS:  

fishing access agreements, development aid

33 coral atolls 
105,000 people 

3,437,344 km² ocean 
811 km² land 
81 m elevation

Tokelau’s whale, shark, dolphin and  
turtle sanctuary encompasses its entire  

Exclusive Economic Zone.

PRIMARY ECONOMIC DRIVERS:  
development aid, international trust fund 

(~$32 million)

3 coral atolls 
1,300 people 

319,030 km² ocean 
13 km² land 
5 m elevation

The Cook Islands Marine Park:  
Marae Moana represents 1,064,485 square 

kilometers of ocean declared as a multiple use  
marine park, encompassing over half of the 

country’s Exclusive Economic Zone.

PRIMARY ECONOMIC DRIVERS:  
agriculture, tourism, remittances

8 islands & 7 atolls 
10,000 people 

1,960,134 km² ocean 
236 km² land 

652 m elevation

FIJI

2009

Pacific Oceanscape 
concept, building on 

PIPA as the cornerstone, 
introduced by Kiribati 

 President Tong

Pacific Oceanscape 
Framework 

unanimously endorsed 
by Pacific Islands 

Forum leaders

Pacific Oceanscape 
commitments by Cook Islands 

and Tokelau announced; 
Office of the Pacific Ocean 

Commissioner created

1,064,485 square 
kilometre Cook Islands 
Marine Park boundary 
and vision established

The Natural Park of the Coral Sea, the largest 
marine protected area in the world, legally 

established in New Caledonia.

The Palau National Sanctuary announced as Pacific 
Oceanscape commitment

Kiribati fully closes  
Phoenix Islands Protected Area 

to commercial fishing
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Palau’s marine sanctuary is the newest 
commitment to the Pacific Oceanscape, made 

up of the nation’s full Exclusive Economic Zone at 
629,999 square kilometres. This includes priority 
zones for conservation and sustainable local use. 

PRIMARY ECONOMIC DRIVERS : 
tourism, agriculture and fishing

700 islands (12 inhabited) 
2100 people 

629,999 km² ocean 
456 km² land 

242 m elevation

PALAU

CI Office 

Regional investments 

Potential future commitments 

Country commitments 

Map Key
CI supports country and territorial 
commitments to the Pacific Oceanscape:

CI is working to improve the sustainability  
of Pacific Islands tuna fisheries and 

increase benefits from fisheries to Pacific 
Island communities, including vital jobs, 

and economic and food security.

TUNA                                         

The high seas contain shared marine 
resources that the Pacific Island states 
depend upon. CI is working with our 

partners to foster effective management 
that is harmonized with how nations 

manage areas within their jurisdiction.

HIGH SEAS                                          


